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@% THE ULTIMATE FRUMKEIT %%f

EVERYTHING STARTS WITH TORAH

As it is Erev Shavuos and we are looking forward to the culmination
of our sefirah and to be mekabel the Torah, it behooves us to be aware
that Torah is something that is not just learned or followed, but Torah
is something that a Yehudi can acquire.* What does it mean to acquire
Torah? What's the difference between somebody who reads a sefer and
he knows everything it says and someone who acquires it?

The answer is as follows. When you read a sefer and you gain
knowledge, it doesn't become nivlah (absorbed), it doesn't become part
and parcel of your essence. It goes into your brain bank and now you have
information stored in your brain. Learning Torah is something totally
different. My rebbi (HaRav Meir Halevi Soloveichik, zt”]) used to always
say, in the name of his father and grandfather, that the main idea - the
basis for avodas Hashem - is something that's not properly understood
by the world anymore. There was a time when everyone understood what
the greatest way of serving Hashem was and everyone understood what
the sha'ar, the pesach, the doorway to that service was. If we were to ask
a group of Yidden what the basis of avodas Hashem is, how many do you
think will know the right answer?

My rebbi used to say, “You have to know that toiling in Torah is
the greatest sha'ar, the greatest pesach (opening) for avodas Hashem.
The whole sefer of Mesillas Yesharim is based upon a teaching of Rebbi
Pinchas ben Yair, who built a whole ladder, an order, of how one grows

! This shiur took place on May 14, 2018 (29 Lyar 5778), five days before Shavuos.
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and develops. Do you know what the first thing is? What's the first step
of that growth? Torah. Everything starts with the Torah.”

It is natural for people who are idealistic to attempt to be mechazek
themselves, from time to time, and seek different areas, whether in
tefilah, in kedushah, or in chessed and other areas of avodas Hashem.
And therefore, if my rebbi would see one of his yungerleit or one of the
bachurim getting involved in frumkeit, he would call them in and say
to them, “You have to know that if you put all avodas Hashem on the
scale, nothing will come close to shkeidas and yegias haTorah. Direct
your frumkeit, direct your hischazkus, direct your idealism, to limud
haTorah.”

Now, of course the yetzer hara always gets us involved in other
areas. He picks some other mitzvah. Entire groups of people chose a
particular mitzvah of yishuv Eretz Yisrael, for example. They made that
the mitzvah of all mitzvos. Tzedakah is also a very big mitzvah. Chessed
is a tremendous mitzvah as well, and so is tefilah. These are amudim,
pillars of the world, but as my rebbi would say, “nothing equals to the
avodah of limud HaTorah.”

The passuk in Shir Hashirim (1:2) says, 1°» 7°77 2°21 °2.2 My Rebbi
once said in the name of the Kotzker as follows: through gemilus
chassadim, through mitzvos, through tefilah, a person can definitely be
miskarev, and become close to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. But from talmud
Torah you could become closer to Hashem, more than anything else in
the world. And that's how the Kotzker teitched (translated) the passuk.
Shlomo Hamelech is saying: 1» 7°77 2’210 *3, the yedidus - the closeness
to Hashem that one gets from studying Torah - the yeinah shel Torah -
is incomparable. The yedidus through Torah is better than the yedidus
from anything else in the world. The yedidus is good when it comes from
1>, which is Torah.

My rebbi told me on a number of occasions that his father, the
Brisker Rov, would say to him: “Lernen Torah iz de greste frumkeit” -
learning Torah is the greatest frumkeit. That's what he would say.
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MORE PRECIOUS THAN MITZVOS

There's a gemara in Moed Katan (9b) which explains the apparent
contradiction between two pesukim in Mishle.3 One pasuk (3:15) says, 71p°
72 MW XY x50 921 0°1°10n X7 - she [Torah] is more precious than rubies;
and all of your desires are not to be compared to her. This means that
Torah is more valuable than all the wordly desires. However the second
passuk (8:11) says: 72 "> XY 0°¥on 95 - all the things that may be desired
are not to be compared to it, meaning that even cheftzei shamayim,
even any other ratzon of Hashem doesn’t come close to talmud Torah.
Torah is more valuable than all the other mitzvos, as well. So the gemara
answers that the second passuk is talking about a mitzvah that could be
done through others. In other words, when someone else can perform a
mitzvah, talmud Torah takes precedence and one should not interrupt his
learning to go and do that mitzvah. My rebbi used to say over from Rav
Yehoshua Leib Diskin, gaon hagaonim, as follows. Rav Yehoshua Leib
would say, “Du veis vus shtait in this gemara? In this gemara shtait that
703 T nywa all mitzvos become devarim bateilim. Mitzvos become
devarim bateilim besha'as Torah.” Do you hear this?!

And he said, “What's the eitzah when the yetzer hara comes to
seduce a person and tells him to be excited and get involved in other
ventures, in other mitzvos? You have to be mechazek yourself by learning
sefarim that discuss the chashivus of Torah.” There's a famous sefer
called Ma'alos haTorah. There’s the sefer Kesser Torah. There is the
sefer Nefesh Hachaim, the five perakim before sha'ar daled including
sha'ar daled. You have to be mechazek yourself and become aware of the
stature of learning Torah.

MECHADESH CHIDUSHIM

My rebbi said another very interesting thing. When I first came
to Eretz Yisrael, I was young and I was very excited to be mechadesh a
chiddush, a Brisker shtickel Torah. I wanted to come up with a shtickel
of tzvei dinim and I worked very hard on it. I arrived at the yeshivah for
Elul. T often spoke to my rebbi in learning, but to have a chiddush and
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present it to him - I didn't manage that until Chanukah. By Chanukah I
had prepared a special shtickel Torah with tzvei dinim and I told it over
to a number of people. They told me, “It's devarim amiti'im.” I said,
“Okay, now let me see what the rebbi has to say.” I was very excited.

I went up to the rebbi and I told him, “I want to share a vort and
get your haskamah on it.” After I told it to him, he said, “Nu, nu.” I
said, “Rebbi, what does that mean? Is it good?” He said, “It's emes.” 1
said, “It’s very interesting. If I told you the Brisker Rav said it, then you
would be excited; but if I said it, you're not excited. How come I don't
feel that you are excited?” A ‘nu nu’ meant it wasn't wrong. There were
different levels of responses he had. Sometimes it came with a sevara
and he would say, “Efshar fakert. Meheicha teisi, efshar punkt fakert?
Amol,” he would say, “Shtait mefurash in der Rambam un der gemara
nisht azoy.” And then the best you would usually get was, “Nu, nu.” But
for him to say, “Es iz gut, zeir gut” - that was a rarity. So, I asked him,
“Could you explain to me what's the geder hadevarim?”

He said, “The Tatte taught us that the ikar ma'aleh in being
mechadesh chiddushei Torah is only when they come to the one who
says the chiddush be’ofen shel yegiyah v’amol - only when someone toils
and “sweats” over it. But something that comes easily, something that’s
said easily - yor ona 1'%, there's no cheifetz in them. Nisht dus zucht men,
nisht dus vil men (this is not what we are looking for, this is not what we
want).”

I remember how disappointed I was. I said, “Did I say anything
wrong?” He told me, “No. What did you do? You had a question. You found
the Meiri here, you found the Meiri there, and you said apparently, it's
tzvei dinim. I'm not arguing with you on that.” Nisht das is vas mezucht.
I said, “Where can I start?” He said, “Nemt a Rambam (take a Rambam)
- that's where you start. Decipher it. Break it down. And then rebuild it.
Rambam is a difficult rishon,” he said. “Un veis, after yegiah and after
fitting in every sentence and comprehending the sequence of events -
you will come out with a chiddush vas shtait dah. Uh! Azah chiddush.
That’s a chiddush ysn o723 w>w. That's what a person has to know.”
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ALWAYS THINKING IN TORAH

This is what he was always looking to do. He told me that when it
comes to Torah, you always have to look for something where you have to
toil. The toil itself is where it's at. The toil itself is the goal.

Somebody once told him a vort from the Chasam Sofer on the pasuk
1390 mpna ok - if you will follow in My statutes (Vayikra 26:3). The lashon
of 15%n *mpina ok means if you “walk” in these statutes. Chazal tell us that
this means: 7712 291y Panw - you shall toil in the Torah. The question
is why does it say 139n, walk? So the Chasam Sofer says the pshat is, that
a proper amal baTorah is a person who finishes learning and goes on
his way, and he's mamshich, he continues to think about the gemara,
to think about the Rashi, to think about the Tosfos. That's why ameilus
baTorah is described by the term 130!

When my rebbi heard this vort, he said, “Farshtait zach. Someone
who learns in the right way, it's not shayach to close the gemara and
continue on with life without taking it with you. It's gait memeilah mit
aych. It's not shayach otherwise.” He said, “If a guy finishes learning
and he closes the gemara and goes away and he's not thinking about his
learning, he doesn't take it with him, iz der lernen zein a vitz, his learning
is a joke!” That's what he said! Aza tzuras halimud is a joke!

WORK ON YOUR AMEILUS, NOT CHIDDUSHIM

Now, the sad thing is all the segulos haTorah, all the benefits of
Torah were said in ameilus baTorah. Today, we live in a generation where
the concept of ameilus is gornisht. It’s nonexistent. If a person listens to
a daf yomi shiur and a whole blatt is learned in twenty five minutes, he's
considered a ben Torah. If he learns the daf yomi for an hour er ligt in
lernen. If he learns the daf yomi for an hour and a half, he looks at some
Rashis, then, “pshhhh” [he is someone quite special.] And if he learns
Tosfos? Then he's already something mamash out of this world.

My zeida was once telling me that the downside of daf yomi was that
the whole concept of ameilus baTorah became batel umevutal because
it's not shayach to learn a blatt with any ameilus in an hour. “It’s not
possible,” he said.
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You have to know that's what Hashem desires: ameilus. Hashem
does not desire that a person come up with brilliant shticklach. Hakadosh
Baruch Hu desires that a person should take his brain, take his head and
actually think through a gemara, step by step, each step of the gemara.
Vas shtait in der gemara? What's the gemara saying? What's the chiddush
in the gemara? What would I have thought before? What's the chiddush
in Rashi? Vus kumt arois from the Rashi? How does the teretz answer the
kasha? Not just davening up the gemara like it's Tehillim.

We all know Dovid Hamelech asked the Ribono Shel Olam that He
should consider the saying of Tehillim like learning nega'im ve’ohalos.
So the joke that I made was: Rav Chaim Volozhiner says that we don't
know exactly what Hashem answered Dovid, but I think many people
heard that Chazal and they misunderstood what Dovid Hamelech asked
Hashem. They thought that Dovid Hamelech was asking, “Please Hashem
let them learn Torah, let them learn gemara like they say Tehillim and
get the same sechar.” There's no sechar in that. The sechar is in ameilus
baTorah. That's what a person has to understand.

HOW HASHEM WANTS US TO LEARN

The Rambam says a fascinating thing on the famous Mishna in Avos
(5:23) XX XWX D1DY M K7 X772 - Ben He He said according to the labor
is the reward. The Rambam says: 19aKX1 775w 77 7702 Wo¥nw an 97 -
according to your level of toil in Torah will be your reward; and they said
7m3n7 72 2”pn’ ’Yw - none of the chochmah will be retained, 7250w 77 XoX
797 13 RN DY mva, unless you learn with a little yirah from your rebbi,
with a little bit of pressure, with a little fear, not that you say, “Hey Rebs,”
jokes back and forth. Gornisht, he says. nminm »wvna nx»p, if a person
learns Torah with ta'anug and menuchah, 72 n5¥1n 891732 0vp PR, there's no
kiyum to that Torah and there's no toeles to that Torah!+

Now, you might think that if you're just thinking about a Rashi and
figuring out what's the koshi in Rashi, “Why did Rashi say this?” or if you
are thinking about a sevara in the sugya of chavitzah - “Hah, it's nothing-
it's pashut pshat.” It's not. Rabosai, that's what learning is about. That's

99y NV TNIDNY NN RIX NNONN I OOPNY KIW 1IN TIOY 7T 1IN IWWONNY N 299 N N Y2 N ¢
NTRY INNIN GX NN Y1 1IN N2 NOWIN KDY N DPP PR DN INYNN NNIP DIR THONN 10 IR
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what amal haTorah is about, and that is how you acquire Torah. You could
learn Torah without amal. It's definitely a mitzvah of talmud Torah, but
it's not the kavanah and the cheifetz of Hashem.

To give you a little insight, I'll tell you what my rebbi used to always
say from Rav Chaim Volozhiner. Rav Chaim writes in his hakdamah to
the Vilna Gaon’s commentary on Safra Detzniusa, about the madreigah
of learning Torah that his rebbi had. He said his Rebbi, the Gr”a, felt no
good about his learning, 1>nva p3, except for that which he toiled over,
17wa2 nyTa nnona, after much yegiah, even on little questions, little things,
not deep and kabalistic things. And when they had rachmanus on him
min hashamayim and they finally showed him the emes after his toil, he
was ecstatic over it. He was overwhelmed and overjoyed about the gift he
received from Hashem. You hear that? But otherwise he had no interest.
Anything that he got without the toil, he had no interest in.

VILNA GAON TURNS DOWN A HEAVENLY OFFER

Rav Chaim Volozhiner writes that many times they wanted to reveal
to the Gr”a secrets from shamayim, the deepest of all the secrets. He
calls it o°11°%v >11°%y »1no, secrets of the highest of the high. They wanted
to send him maggidim, malachim to teach him, gedolim from previous
generations to teach him Torah and share with him these secrets.
You know what the Vilna Gaon said? “I respectfully decline. I'm not
interested.” He didn't want it. He wasn't interested in it. Could you
imagine a person turning that down? Hashem says, “I'm giving you an
offer. I'd like to send you Eliyahu Hanavi to teach you a couple of things.”
Unbelievable. He said he respectfully declines. Rav Chaim writes *nynw
w17p 190, many times maggidm min hashamayim came knocking on his
door and their only request was that they wanted to transmit to him the
secrets of the Torah. %R 121x w7 X7, he didn’t listen to them, he wasn’t
interested! o> 11 70XY, he says, one of the malachim they sent, 12 257
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7xn, mamash pushed him very strongly to accept the offer. “Let me teach
you Torah.” He wanted to have a talmid like the Gr”a. i1 93, and still in all,
91737 1781 9R ©°27 X9, he ignored him. I'm trying to picture this, in a little
room in Vilna, where the Vilna Gaon is talking to one of these heavy-
duty malachim and he says, “7x11°1°r.” The Gaon said, “I have no interest
that my knowledge of Torah should come through any means other than
my own toil, in which I toil with all my koichos. And then mw 7720 X317,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu Himself, will give me a1am ny7 1ron. I want to get
the matanah straight from Hashem, which comes for being toiling with
all your kochos.” You hear that? Because, he says, “Then I know 117 °nxxn» *3
11y - I found favor in His Eyes.” Could you imagine that?!

I'm trying to think, if a small malach would come to me, the guy
came to me with crutches, one of these malachim without hands and
without wings, a broken malach, and he said, “I want to share with you
something.” I'd say, “Wow! Bring it on! What do you want to tell me? Tell
me some secrets, please!” So to say to a malach, “I don't want it?” Ich vil
nisht? He says, any hasagah of a maggid and a sar haTorah >nony X% wx
vo1 ona °% X °nnon X71. That's what the Brisker Rav is saying. It says 0’1271
yon an2 1R WK, Unbelievable!

LEARNING TO BECOME KLI KIBUL

So when we're preparing ourselves for kabalas haTorah, over the
next few days, we want to get on Hashem's good side. You know why?
Because next week, when Shavuos comes, Hashem is going to open up
the wellsprings. No question about it. And just like 7707 nbap nywa, at
the time of matan Torah, Hashem gave us His Torah, 3% >nn1 210 np> 3,
and He was makneh us with da'as, Tv 1R 2°p2R7 X317 "7 70 nvT? DRI DR
17291, and we were koneh much da'as - you have to know that this coming
week, that same, incredible opportunity presents itself once again! As the
Ramchal explains, the oros and the shefa brachah that Hashem opened
up on that great day of Vav Sivan, that brachah is now going to shine once
again to the world and people can step up to get that matnas Elokim. But
in order to be zocheh to the matnas Elokim, in order to be zocheh to a
shtickel neshikah from the Ribono Shel Olam you have to make yourself
a receptacle. Getting that matnas Elokim was called o mp win »1pws, a
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kush (kiss) from Hashem (Shir HaShirim 1:2). You know what it is to get
a kush from Hashem?

There’s a famous story. Rav Shach once came into the beis medrash,
and gave a kush to a relative of mine. He gave him a kush in the middle
of the whole beis medrash! Somebody told him, “You're kissing in the
beis medrash? You don't kiss in a beis medrash.” He said, “I'm kissing
the Torah itself.” Then he took out $100 from his pocket and gave it to
him. He wanted to give it to him.

On this big day, Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave us the Torah and as
Rashi (Shir HaShirim, ibid) says, o>717 omw, that yedidus, that love
that Hashem gave us at that time, 07°%y 2°27, is so sweet and geshmak
to Klal Yisrael, y»wyw 75», more than any other sha'ashua (pleasure).®
And Hashem says, “I want to give you the Torah,” so He gave us Chag
Hashavuos. But if we are not klei kibul, we won’t receive that matanah
from Hashem. Today, if Hashem would come many frumme Yidden and
say, “I want to give you a matanah,” you know what they would say?
“Can I monetize it? Is it worth money? Can I fix up my house with it? Can
I buy a vacation home somewhere in Israel, Jerusalem Estates maybe,
Schneller, can I buy something over there? Can I go to Greece with it?”
No. What are you going to get? Hashem is going to tell the emese pshat
in this Rashi. I guarantee I could imagine people walking away saying,
“That I don't need.” Da'as means nothing to them. It's da'as turah,
beheimishe da'as. “Maybe You have a stock tip for me, Hashem? An

inside tip that no one else knows and that I'm not going to get arrested
for? For that, I'm going to love You, Hashem.” That's y»wyw 931 "9y 0227y,
That’s what I enjoy!

DY HY INIPI NN 1Y NTYD DI NPND KIN 112V )WDY DN Y DI 1 YN D0 PTITY .02 99 °¢
ININT.OMNYN 1 9N N 9231 D 7M™ P N> KD PWA” P NNWN 102 HN7 INNIW IV 10N
7YY 0239 OY BT OMNY .09 HN D9 ONNY 12T NN ONY JMY DV HY DY RNIT TINN IYNDYN
027 ©PY 19 DOYNNY NN INDN) MNRYL TID DNY INIY DY TIY YNY INND DNV MYIY S50
L9709 MPIWVIN NP NN

9 9N2 NV IR MINY



THERE IS STILL TIME LEFT

We're in a good position. The people that are working and running
around, they're not opening their gemara, they're not even beginning
the program. They're not even in the sugya of kabalas haTorah. They
are not shayach to the sha'ar of frumkeit, to the avodas Hashem of
Torah, because they're not able to, or not interested in it. But for those
of us who want it, we can be zocheh. When there aren't so many takers,
Hashem is not picky about who you are and what you are. When there
is a whole Klal Yisrael asking for Torah, then Hashem starts to say,
“Nu, are you 7rx 292 1% w°%3? Do you mean it sincerely? Are you really
the kind of guy that mamash has a geshmak in Torah and ameilus
baTorah?” But today, it's slim pickings. So you're in a very, very good
position today. Today, a guy just has to put his hand out with a cup and
say: 7707 NAIR 0% X ,770 Ny 90°2 R %11 k. Hashem, I'm ready to be
meyageh." You're going to get chafeitz Hashem.

Today, everybody is looking for segulos. But in today’s generation,
there's no bigger segulah than if a guy would sit down and open a
gemara, put his hands over his forehead and block the world out and
stay focused. You know what would happen? His world would change.
He would be on Hashem's good side. This is the greatest thing Hashem
is chafeitz. Hashem will say, “You're trying to get close to Me through
learning Torah?! That's the way I want to get close to you! That's the
biggest way I want to get close to you. You're mekayem the velt.”
There's nothing that arouses ahavas Hashem more than this. Let us
be zocheh to do this, Rabbosai, in preparation for and on the day of
Shavuos.

10 9N2 NWI9 :HNXIY MY



	behar outside draft 1.pdf
	behar inside draft 1.pdf



