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HARAV YISROEL BROG, SHLITA | RoSH HAYESHIVA, YESHIVAS TIFERES AVIGDOR
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Part 1: The Practical Guide and Deeper Insights to Chag HaSukkos (5763)

THE DUALITY OF SUKKOS

Sukkos is called zman simchaseinu. The simchah of Sukkos is a dual simchah
because Sukkos has a dual role. Number one, Sukkos is the end of the Yamim
Hanora’im, the end of the Days of Awe that began with Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur. Sukkos is the conclusion of those days, culminating with Hoshanah
Rabbah which is called the pn nmnn ama. Number two, Sukkos is also the
culmination of the shalosh regalim, beginning with Pesach, Shavuos. The fact
that Sukkos is the zman of shleimus, of completion, of culmination, is what
grants it its unique simchah status.

The Rambam (Hilchos Shofar, Sukka, Lulav; 8:12) says: even though on
every mo’ed ona mnwb myn, but nan ammw or wipna nnn moon ana.! The underlying
reason for the simcha is that a person who has a shaychus to the Yamim Nora’im,
on Sukkos is granted ritzuy (“winning favor”). This is what you get on Sukkos.
Even the kapparah on Yom Kippur does not necessarily grant this. After forgiving
somebody who wronged you - that doesn’t mean he becomes your favorite
person. You don’t get favored status. “I forgive you, I'm mochel you, we are back
to square one but I still remember what you did.” The pshat of Sukkos is that it’s
the zman of ritzuy. That’s what Sukkos is about and that is the greatest desire of
all tzaddikim. That’s what they yearn for. Rabbeinu Yonah (Sha’arei Teshuva)
asks: what is the ultimate desire of a tzaddik? What is the greatest hatzlachah
that he could aspire to and yearn for? He says, the greatest hatzlachah is to be
favored by Hashem.

ASPIRING TO BEING FAVORED

Some like to think that Hashem favors resha’im like He does tzaddikim,
but that is a misnomer; it’s incorrect and a falsehood. Hashem has people that
He favors. It is possible for a person to become a baal teshuvah, to do teshuvah
and never be favored by Hashem. Being favored by Hashem is something that
you aspire for, it’s a much higher level of the relationship. That’s called o»n
1myn3, as Rabbeinu Yonah calls it. It’s called o%» naxn, it means an “enlightened
face” from Hashem. It’s when Hashem looks at you in an enlightened way and
thereby showers you with chochmah. He brings you
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closer, you get amazing siyata dishmaya. That is what Sukkos represents.
Sukkos represents the ability for a person to get ritzuy, a favored status. Hashem
says, “AfterI'vegivenyoukapparah,youcancomelivewithMeinMyroomtogether.”
It’s called spending time in Hashem’s house, leaving your own house, and
spending time in Hashem’s house.

SIMCHAS YOM TOV CURES DEPRESSION

There is a famous Abarbanel, Reb Yitzchok Don Abarbanel, who in his
commentary onthe Torah, writes as follows. The passuk says nnw x n»m (Devarim
16:15). Literally that means, n»m, you should be, maw 9%, only happy. Now, the
mitzvah to be happy, or simchas Yom Tov, applies to all Yamim Tovim. But
there is a special mitzvah, which the Torah writes about in the above passuk,
that specifically applies on Sukkos. He says, you know why? smvanb to guarantee
you nnw» oxw, that if a person will rejoice on chag haSukkos, he will be 201 naw
mwn 55 25. Now, you have to know that this idea is based on a famous principle.
The Yamim Tovim are called zmanei simchah. The Kuzari explains that if you
go to these ‘wells’ you get an infusion of simchah. All the simchah you have
during the year comes from Yom Tov. That’s why people aren’t too happy on
Yom Tov, because the yetzer hara makes sure that you get into fights with your
wife, you get bored, you get angry with the kids, you are homebound. Whatever
it is. This diminishes your infusion of simchah. And then you get just a tiny
little drop, a milliliter, of simcha. So you smile two or three times a year and
that’s the extent of your simchah. But it’s not only simchah that you get on Yom
Tov. It’s tov lev, you feel good, says the Abarbanel. Tov lev is an inner feeling of
“I feel good.” It’s an inner feeling of good. He says that if a person is depressed
at the beginning of the year, mbsxn paypa - you will be filled with depression that
year - mxoxnn pav 15 . He says an amazing shtikel, that a principle in simchah
is that someone who is pbna nnw, that itself creates a foundation to get more
nwer nmw. Somebody who is sad without a good cause, om 53 o1t puy he will
give himself unhappiness all his days. It is a consequence, he says. This is how
HaKadosh Baruch Hu made the briah.

Rabbi Dr. Yakov Greenwald used to say, “Depression is a sin.” Why is it a
sin? Because it leads to more depression. I didn’t know where he got this from,
but now I know: he got it from this Abarbanel! This is also brought down in the
sefer Pele Yo'etz (R’ Eliezer Papo, 1785-1828). Under his erech called Sukkah,
he writes that there is a specific mitzvah to be in a state of joy, mxn bw nmnwa -
that’s the key here, it has to be my¥n 5w nnnw - and he says it is a nawn 55 2w 0. He
quotes it in the name of the talmidim of the Arizal. One who is 25 211 maw and is
not mitza’er on Yom Tov, > nvam that he will have a shanah tovah. And he says
another amazing thing there: if you are able to go through the whole Sukkos
without being sad - you could get so much simchah that maw o5 .

FOCUSING ON SIMCHA
So therefore, a person has to really go out of his way to try to maintain

his simchah level. Then, in the dead of winter when you come home one
day from work, you will be feeling up and you won’t know why. Your wife
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will say, “What’s going on with you?” And you’ll say, “I'm just feeling good.”
“What did you eat today?” And you’ll tell her, “No, I had a good Sukkos.”
You should know that it all comes from Sukkos. This is an amazing thing.
You're going to come home one day from work and you won’t feel like such a
schlep, you won’t act like such a nudge. You will come home happy, you will
be happy, you'll see. But you should know, it doesn’t come easy. You don’t get
365 days of happiness for seven days of happiness, just by sleeping it off for
seven days. It means you have to take a proactive stance to create simchah.
Now, it doesn’t mean you are not going to get challenges, but every challenge
that you get, take that challenge besimchah. You will be challenged. Your wife
will somehow become hormonal, maybe your kids will get on your nerves, your
sons-in-law will get on your nerves, your daughters-in-law will get on your
nerves. Whatever you have, your guests, everybody will get on your nerves, but
you should take that in stride and be besimchah.

THE “SECRET SAUCE”

What should we be focusing on to bring ourselves to simchah? What
should we be thinking about? Let me just give you a little bit of what the focus
of the simchah should be. Rabbeinu Bachaya writes in the sefer called Kad
Hakemach that a person, especially on Sukkos, should think: “What is the
appreciation, and feeling of simchah that I should have for the opportunity to
do avodas Hashem?” When you walk into the sukkah tonight, you should be
jumping up and down. You know why you’re not jumping up and down? Because
you are a shtikel kofrim, you don’t really believe in Hashem. As much as you
say you do, you don’t. Because if you believed in Hashem and you believed
in the mitzvos, when you walked into a sukkah, you would be shikkur. A few
years ago, you had a bag over your head, you didn’t know what a sukkah was, a
sukkah meant nothing to you, mitzvos didn’t mean anything to you, even if you
were somewhat frum, it meant just a cute little house you make in the backyard.
And now, here you are - you're able to put your whole body with one dip in a
sukkah and you are in the shadow of HaKadosh Baruch Hu! Your entire body
is involved in such an easy mitzvah! You are getting kedushah every second
you are sitting in a kosher sukkah! You are getting such a mitzvah. That’s an
amazing opportunity! You went from a comatic state, a vegetable state to a
state of a human being, that’s a nes niglah. That’s a bigger nes than going from
a baby in the stomach to coming out. Because the baby in the stomach is at least
sitting in the yeshivah shel maaleh, and when he comes out it’s a downgrade,
but a couple of years ago we were all downgraded and now we’re upgraded. We
don’t appreciate that. You have to think about all the things that we are able to
do. That’s number one.

COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS

Second of all, you are supposed to think about all the blessings that
HaKadosh Baruch Hu gave you, because Sukkos is Chag Ha’asif. A person has
to look back at the last year and say to Hashem, “You know, I'm so sorry for
complaining. I had so much. Why should I have deserved more than I needed,
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Hashem? What’s so special about me, that I deserved three big meals each
day?! I had such a comfortable bed, I had heating in the winter. I never had
a night without heat. I had light.” In Eretz Yisrael many people don’t have
heating. Many people live in poverty. So we have to thank HaKadosh Baruch
Hu for all these things, but we don’t thank HaKadosh Baruch Hu enough.
You don’t appreciate that you could come into the house, take off your shoes,
pitter patter around the house, and you don’t have to worry about stepping
on bugs, and getting bitten by the mice. That’s an amazing brachah you
should know, and a person has to realize that. That’s what the simchah of
chag haSukkos has to be. You have to thank Hashem that He gave you a Rosh
Hashanah and a Yom Kippur, and maybe you got some kapparah. This is the
tkar in the chag haSukkos. You should know that.

APPETITE CONTROL

I will tell you about an interesting gemara in Sukkah.? A lot of people over
Yom Tov like to indulge in food. The emes is, the gemara in Sukkah talks about
this. There is a gemara in Sukkah 2 mmy 1“n 71 that says anb mox nwiwn 5> anyone
who makes for himself an amnon 5y mbyn mnw abaxa anb mox, HaKadosh Baruch
Hu considers him nam ma '%x> as if he built the mizbei’ach yap v5y 2pm. What
is the meaning of the word issur? So Rashi says, mnw nbaxa anb amax - arb moR
nnwm Saxna ay anb xmpw -. But the Maharsha explains that over here it means
literal pashut pshat. That means, you don’t eat achilah gassah and you don’t
drink unlimited amounts. You do it leshem Shamayim. So you should know, he
says, that extra amount that you did not eat and drink, that’s considered you're
building a mizbei’ach and you’re makriv on it leshem Shamayim! That’s the napn
111p. You know why? You want to hear the logic? It’s amazing logic. What is a
korban? You know what a korban is? A korban means you are makriv your ws:
mnan to Hashem. So here, if a person controls himself and he doesn’t eat more,
even though he wants to eat more, that person is makriv a korban. That’s the
general simchah of the chag.

WHAT TO THINK ABOUT ON THE FIRST NIGHT

Now, we will take a look at the mitzvah of yeshivah besukkah. You should
know, people don’t realize, you are mechuyav al pi halachah everyday to eat
bassar and to drink yayin in the sukkah. Now, most of us can’t do that, because
we overeat the first couple of days, and we cannot look at meat after that. It’s
funny. During the year you have no problem eating bassar every night. If your
wife would serve you milchigs you would get very agitated: “Milchigs? That’s
for lunch. I want to have some dinner here. What is this?!” All of a sudden,
when it comes to a mitzvah on yom tov - meat every day? “Ah, I can’t think of
that. That’s too much!” You see the yetzer hara has you mamish wrapped up
so tight!
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You have to know that you have a chiyuv to eat bassar every single day of
Sukkos. Chicken is not bassar, by the way. So come home to your wife and tell
her, “Dear, it has to be a little piece, that’s all. Just give me a kzayis, I don’t
need more than a kzayis, save it from the day before.” But everyday it has to be
a kzayis.?3 You should know it’s brought down in Shulchan Aruch in »“spn; even
bezman hazeh you have to do it.# The Shaagas Aryeh talks about this. You have
to drink wine every day and that’s what you do. A little wine, you don’t need
to drink a lot of wine. You need to drink a little cup of wine. Some shitos hold
a revi’is, 1.1 0z is according to some shitos a revi’is. But all of a sudden, a guy is
like, “I can’t drink wine.” The mitzvah to eat bassar, you have to know, is a clear
Rambam in Sefer Hamitzvos® [and also in Hilchos Yom Tov (6:18)°]. Just so you
know the facts: Rambam Sefer Hamitzvos and Shulchan Aruch v“spn 2o, and if
you have a Shaagas Aryeh, n“oc 10 to v“o, he discusses this subject there. Take
a look at Vayikra, m-an p1on 2“5 pan, that’s where the passuk says the mitzvah of
sitting in the sukkah for seven days. It says everybody in Klal Yisrael should sit
in sukkos. Analyze this passuk. The passuk (ibid) says, do you know why we sit
in the sukkah? o>m g 1pmb - so that all your generations should know, mawa s
5xawr 213 nx nawn - that, I, Hashem made you dwell in sukkos when I took you out
of Eretz Mitzrayim. There is a machlokes in the gemara in Sukkah, 2 Tmy X §1:.
What sukkos did HaKadosh Baruch Hu put us in when we went out of Mitzrayim?
What sukkos does Hashem want us to know about? One opinion (Rabbi Eliezer)
holds that it was the ananei hakavod. Another opinion (Rabbi Akiva) says it was
mamish the literal sukkos where Hashem saved them from the sun. When they
were in the midbar, Hashem protected them from the elements. Rashi says: nan
mav oy v nman npwa mann - they made sukkos because of the sun during their
stops; so you have to know these two aspects are what you should be thinking
about tonight.

FAVOR US AGAIN, HASHEM!

Now, the first thing you are supposed to be thinking about is the ananei
hakavod. So I'm going to tell you the viewpoint of the Vilna Gaon. The Vilna
Gaon explains that we are not talking about the general ananei hakavod. We
are talking about the ananei hakavod that they lost when they sinned with the
golden calf and that they got back after they were forgiven on Yom Kippur. The
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day following Yom Kippur, they started collections to build the mishkan and
on the first day of Sukkos, the clouds of glory returned. The uniqueness of the
clouds of glory that we celebrate on Sukkos is related to the simchas haritzuy, it
was the sign that HaKadosh Baruch Hu favored us. Hashem was meratzeh us.
It came back on the first day of Sukkos. So when we sit tonight and we are in our
sukkah, we should think: “HaKadosh Baruch Hu, I want to thank You for Rosh
Hashanah, T want to thank You for Yom Kippur. You went out of Your way to
come up with an idea to give the ‘little me’ and all of Klal Yisrael a kapparah. 1
appreciate that, HaKadosh Baruch Hu. There are so many goyim who never have
that kapparah and there are so many of our brothers who don’t appreciate it.
I appreciate it Hashem, even if I don’t show my appreciation, I do appreciate
it.” When you sit tonight in the sukkah, say to Hashem, “HaKadosh Baruch Hu,
You once forgave our forefathers for doing a terrible sin, for the chet ha’egel.
HaKadosh Baruch Hu, have rachmanus on us once again. I am sitting in this
sukkah, T am remembering the ananei hakavod that You gave to show Your
favor to us, please HaKadosh Baruch Hu once again, favor us!” That’s what you
should think.

THOUGHT NUMBER TWO

Thought number two. HaKadosh Baruch Hu You sat us in sukkos. Now,
all the mefarshim ask, what difference does it make if we sat in sukkos, or in
teepees or tents? Why does Hashem want us to remember that forever? And
the answer is that the sukkos that we are thanking HaKadosh Baruch Hu for are
not the physical structures. What were the sukkos made up of in the midbar?
The ananei hakavod.” Hashem was mashgiach on Klal Yisrael that they should
not be subjected to the elements. They were not subjected to heat, to cold, to
mountains - everything was straight. There were no bugs or scorpions. All the
dangers that are found in the desert were not present. That’s what the sukkah in
the midbar represented. So when we go into a sukkah, we are supposed to also
think, “HaKadosh Baruch Hu, I acknowledge it’s not my home that protects me,
it’s not the physical walls that protect me. HaKadosh Baruch Hu, what I want is
to feel the divine hashgachah hovering over me. I want to feel Your protection
over me. I acknowledge that You have protected me in the past. You protected
our forefathers for 40 years in the midbar, physically.

TWO WAYS TO ACQUIRE BITACHON

And these two aspects really represent the duality of Sukkos. Insofar as
Sukkos is the end of the Yamim Nora’im, it represents the spiritual ananei
hakavod - i.e. the return of the ananei hakavod, or ritzuy of the teshuvah. But
insofar as Sukkos represents the time of harvest, the end of the culmination of
the planting season, putting away everything for the winter, it represents the

7 Ed. note: a number of commentators (Meromei Sadeh and others) point out that, of course, R’ Akiva agrees with R’ Eliezer,
that ananei hakavod surrounded Klal Yisroel during their travels in the desert. Rather R’ Akiva’s opposing opinion that Klal
Yisroel built actual sukkos during their encampments teaches us a much deeper lesson - i.e. that it wasn’t these wooden huts
that protected Klal Yisroel from the heat, but ananei hakavod, that surrounded them from all sides. Thus, according to R’
Akiva, the commandment to build a sukkah as an eternal reminder throughout our generation is to teach that any natural
hishtadlus done by a person - even something that’s made for our protection - is nothing more than a mere hishtadlus. What
actually protects us and brings us hatzlacha are “ananei hakavod,” i.e. Hashem’s constant hashgacha (See Derash Dovid on
Sukkos)
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physical hashgacha pratis. We say to HaKadosh Baruch Hu, “HaKadosh
Baruch Hu don’t leave us. So any thoughts that you can have or say about this
matter is praiseworthy. But I'll tell you what the problem is. Most of us would
like to have some bitachon but we don’t have bitachon. Yes, we have bitachon,
we have lots of bitachon, as long as our bank account is full. Then we have lots
of bitachon in Hashem! When my wallet has $1000, I have bitachon that when
I go to the store, I'm not going to get caught short. But if I have $50? I have no
bitachon.

My grandfather (HaRav Avigdor Miller, zt”1) said a very interesting thing.
There is famous passuk in Tehillim 91 that says ‘nb amix, Dovid Hamelech said,
“I said to Hashem, 'nmym *onn, you are my nonn - my refuge, my protection,
nmym, and You watch over me, 1a noax »p5x, You are my Hashem, I will have
bitachon in Him.” So my grandfather asked a question. He said: “Why does it
say, ‘m amx - what kind of statement is that? He is talking to Hashem, right?
‘5 amx, I am going to say Hashem, what does it mean “I'm going to say”?
It should say, »nmym »orn ‘0. So he said that Dovid Hamelech is teaching us one
of the big principles of avodas Hashem. Dovid is teaching us how to acquire
bitachon. You see, there are two ways to get bitachon and you need both ways.

The hard way is that you sit and you study Shaar Habitachon in Chovos
Halevovos, you study all the pesukim and incidences in the Torah about
bitachon and you analyze it and you think about it, and you educate yourself to
acquire bitachon. That’s the slow, arduous, and strenuous path. And then there
is a way called the ‘easy way’ and it’s called using your mouth. The first way is
derech hapnimiyus, an internal method. Then there’s the derech hachitzoniyus,
an external method. And that is you just say the words of bitachon. If you say
it excitedly, if you say, “Hashem You are my protector, HaKadosh Baruch
Hu watch over me, HaKadosh Baruch Hu, who will look out for me, if not
You?” and you can say those things over and over, you acquire some middah
of bitachon. That’s what you have to know. It’s a very important principle. So
Dovid Hamelech said to Hashem, ‘1% =mx - I am saying to You Hashem »onn
mTIN.

So tonight when you are sitting in your sukkah and you’re thinking to
yourself: “What can I accomplish? It’s not so comfortable in my sukkah. What
should I think?” You have to say to yourself ‘nb amx, “Hashem, I want to say
to You” and think all these thoughts that we mentioned. All the thoughts you
could think of.

BUILDING BITACHON BY WORKING LESS?

There is a sefer called Mitzvas Habitachon by Rav Shmuel Houminer (1914-
1977). It’s a small sefer about $3, a wonderful sefer, but in the beginning of that
sefer he has all the pesukim of bitachon from the Torah and Navi written out. He
writes in the beginning of that sefer, quoting the Maharal, that one of the most
amazing ways to acquire bitachon is by saying these pesukim. Now, we are fools
because if we wanted to get bitachon, a person has to be a tipish and a shoteh
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to work eight hours a day.® I can’t imagine a human being who wants to work
eight hours a day. If you can work seven hours a day, why not work seven hours
a day. So you have to teach yourself, train yourself how to work less. How do
you do it? The answer is: by acquiring bitachon. First you work seven hours and
45 minutes, seven and a half hours, seven hours 15 minutes. You go slowly,
you work your way down, you don’t go drastic steps. You read those pesukim
of bitachon. And by reading those pesukim of bitachon daily, it will give you,
infuse you with bitachon like you never saw! You know how that works? That’s
the derech hachitzoniyus. That’s what we are talking about. The author doesn’t
bring it down but that’s the derech hachitzoniyus. Because you are saying the
words of bitachon to get bitachon, HaKadosh Baruch Hu says, “I will give you
that confidence in Me.” But if you believe what all the fools have to say and
you believe every shoteh that says you’'ve got to work, you’'ve got to do this,
you've got to do that, Hashem doesn’t provide for you. “Yeah, Rabbi, it’s easy
talk, it’s baloney, ‘Hashem helps those who help themselves.” You should know,
this lingo - this anti-bitachon kefirah lingo - becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy,
because whatever you want, that’s what it turns into.

CONCENTRATION REQUIRED

Now, you should know that this kavanah is very important, because we
pasken in all mitzvos mma momy myn, that’s what the Shulchan Aruch (Orach
Chaim) paskens in ‘o y0.9 All mitzvos need kavanah. The kavanah has to be, “I
am being mechaven to be mekayem the mitzvah of Hashem.” That’s all. But there
is no obligation to be mechaven the reasons for the mitzvah. However, in this
particular mitzvah of sukkah - when the Torah itself writes the reason, w 1ynb
SR 1A NX nawin mowa ' o>mmt - the Bach (Orach Chaim 625:1) writes there’s
actually an obligation upon a person to have this in mind and to remember that
Hashem took you out of Mitzrayim. It’s a very important thing to know, and you
should be aware of this.*°

Now, regarding halachah lemaaseh - it’s a shaaleh who we pasken like. Do we
pasken like the man de’amar who says we have to remember the ananei hakavod
or like the man de’amar who says wan mawo? So if you're thinking about both of
them, it’s wonderful, but lemaaseh the Tur paskens, you only have to think about
ananei hakavod, that’s the way the Tur paskens. That’s what the Pri Megadim
says as well. So you should definitely have these thoughts. Now, this applies to
tzitzis also, by the way. By tzitzis also it says you are supposed to remember all
the mitzvos of Hashem.It says ‘n mxn 55 nx onaan. By tefillin also, it says, mnn pnb

8 Ed. note: needless to say, this would only be applicable to someone who is a business owner (and can take a few hours off),
and/or an employee with an explicit permission from his employer to work less hours or have alternative work arrangements,
etc.
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722 ‘1 nmin. You have to have that thought in mind.

HOW CAN YOU KNOW IF HASHEM FAVORS YOU?

How do you acquire a feeling of ritzuy on Sukkos? The ananei hakavod
represents the ritzuy, the teshuvah, and the ananei hakavod also represents
the hashgacha pratis, the physical hashgacha pratis.* The fact that HaKadosh
Baruch Hu gave you a mitzvah of sukkah, that’s Hashem telling you that even you
have the opportunity to be favored. Every Jew who is aware of the mitzvah of
sukkah and is aware of the ritzuy, is able to attain this ritzuy. You want to know
something? I used to say to friends and family: “Excuse me, do you have any
awareness of what sukkah has to do with ritzuy?” They’ll look at you, like what,
“What’s ritzuy? Is that something you chew? What is it?” He doesn’t know what
that is even. So that’s how Hashem makes a person not aware of the ritzuy.
For him, he’s not aware of it. There are so many things that you and I are not
aware about and as we grow we become aware of them. There are many things
I became aware about as I grew up and I share it with others. I see that some
things, at times, don’t stick with me either. I may see it 10 times and every time
I say, “Wow, what a chiddush?!” Then I say, “Wait, I just saw this chiddush a
few months ago.” So it was last year’s chiddush. So it takes time until it sticks.
You can’t acquire something just because you want to acquire it. You don’t
buy madreigos, you earn madreigos. 1 will give you an example. Within our
tefillah, I guarantee you that one person had a zechus that one time he thought
about the meaning of ‘n nnx 72 maybe twice, another person thought maybe
four or five times, another person 10 times and some never thought about it.
What happened? They didn’t want it? No, they wanted, but they didn’t have the
zechus. Hashem just shut their brain down. Hashem “closed” their brain.

So it’s the same thing here. We are learning these yesodos of Sukkos today.
Some of us will chap it, and some of us won’t. If you are aware of the ritzuy
when you are sitting in the sukkah and you are aware that Sukkos is connected
with ritzuy, that’s Hashem letting you know that you are connected to ritzuy.
Connected to ritzuy means it’s something you should aspire for. Aspire for
ritzuy. Ritzuy comes in little droppers. You get one dropper ritzuy, you get a
milliliter of ritzuy, or you get a milli-milli-milliliter of ritzuy. Even if a person
has a difficult year, how a person handles it, that a person [himself] determines.
Let’s say two people have backaches. One person lives with the backache, but
for the other person, it destroys him. That’s two different parshiyos. If a person
would be able to be besimchah on Sukkos, he would be able to handle all the
difficulties besimchah. If he is not going to have simchah on Sukkos, then any
difficulty that hits him during the year, is going to depress him.

DISPOSABLE DISHES

Now you also have to remember that the sukkah should be your dirah.
Attempt to have in mind that Hashem wants you to make this sukkah your

* Ed. note: the following paragraph is in response to an audience member’s question, that if someone, chas v’shalom, did not
have a favorable din on Yom Kippur, whether for life, health, parnassah, etc, how can one then acquire ritzuy on Sukkos? In
other words, how do we really know if Hashem can or will “favor” anybody?
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makom dirah for seven days. The halacha says, if you have nice things, you
should bring them into the sukkah. Some people just like paper plates. In
their house they use regular, but in their sukkah they use paper plates. That’s
contrary to the halachah. The halacha says a person should make his sukkah
like his house, and you should know the more you appreciate it the more you
are fulfilling the mitzvah. Let’s say your wife says, “I don’t want to do that.” You
know what you say to yourself? “Hashem this is my opportunity.” You could
fight with your wife. The yetzer hara says, “See, your wife doesn’t want to help
you; you want to shteig, and your wife is trying to knock you down all the time.”
So you know what? You can tell your wife off, and destroy your Sukkos. Or
instead, you can say to yourself, “No, my wife didn’t hear the shmooze, my wife
didn’t hear all this Torah. For her Sukkos is a pain, so pity is on her, she’s still
in a coma, she doesn’t know what Sukkos is. So, either I'm going to enlighten
her, or since I am aware of the opportunity, I am going to do it myself.” So
you say the following to your wife, “Dear, it’s on me, I'm going to bring out
the dishes. I'll take care of it. Is that okay?” She’ll say, “What’s going on with
you?!” So you say, “I know it sounds strange, but I have come to an awareness
of Sukkos. 1 really want to have a nice year. Sukkos is going to determine the
level of my joy for the whole year. So if I extend myself a little bit for Sukkos,
this will be a simchadige year. So you bring the paper plates in for yourself, I'll
bring the dishes in for myself.” You should know that those little things could
go a long way in extending the brachah. - how much you get and what you
get. Don’t sit there feeling like a grouch and thinking Hashem is going to pour
simchah on you. He’s going to pour something else on you, not simchah. He’s
going to turn the hose on you.

Also, it’s best to eat all things in the sukkah. If you have the chance to sleep
in the sukkah, the opportunity presents itself, ashrecha, get yourself a decent
bed. Find yourself an arrangement and do it right.

DON’T LEAVE OUT ANY USHPIZIN THIS YEAR!

Now, I want to tell you about another aspect of Sukkos, and that is the
Ushpizin. It’s not a halachic aspect, it’s a kabbalistic aspect, but it does help a
person enhance his sense of kedushah. Every night we invite Ushpizin to the
sukkah, which literally means orchim, guests. There are seven shepherds of
Klal Yisrael and we invite them into our sukkah to spend the Yom Tov with
us. This minhag comes from the Zohar. What he says is as follows. A sukkah
is a shadow of emunah. It’s emunah for teshuvah, it’s emunah that HaKadosh
Baruch Hu takes care of me. And when a person is dwelling in the shadow
of emunah, what happens is the Shechinah spreads its wings over a person.
Meaning When you go into emunah mode in your mind, the Shechinah all of a
sudden connects with you. The Zohar says, in what fashion does the Shechinah
spread its wings over you? The shivas haroim (seven shepherds), Avraham
and the five tzaddikim and Dovid Hamelech now stand by your side - they are
with you! That means, you now have access to the koach of their zechusim, to
the “energy” that they create in the world! That’s what the Zohar says. You have
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access to that koach by your awareness of the tzel of the emunah. For many
years I've been asking people, “Why do we say Ushpizin?” They say, “It’s a
minhag.” Then I ask, “But what do you do with it? What does this stuff mean?”
They say, “Who needs to know what it means, you've got to say it, that’s all.”
But really the secret of getting the koach of it, is by thinking of the tzel of the
emunah, that’s the main thing to think about. That’s how you connect to that
koach - through the tzel of the emunah. The passuk says om nyaw 1awn mmoa -
You should sit in the sukkah for seven days. Now it doesn’t say nyawa sawn mawa
o OT o npawb, - it says ome npaw. So the Zohar says the kavanah is that there
are seven sefiros, which means that there are seven ways, or seven lights that
Hashem refracts into this world. This means that I could connect to Hashem
in seven main ways. Each one of those ways was developed and represented by
one of the shivas haroim. So you are not connecting to Avraham, but rather
you are connecting to the sefirah called chessed. But ultimately and by default
you are connecting to Hashem, that’s what you are connecting to. So here we all
had a picture in our mind of Avraham coming into our sukkah. No. The picture
that should be in your mind is of Hashem’s light shining into your sukkah!
There’s chessed, there’s din, there’s tiferes. There are all kinds of sefiros and in
the Ushpizin you are supposed to mention them, and that is what gives a person
the simchah of these orchim.

GUESTS AND SEFIROS

So we invite these guests. If not for Avraham we would not have the
middah of chessed. Avraham was kovei’a the middah of chessed in the world.
He brought the light of Hashem, of chessed to this world. Yitzchok brought
gevurah to the world, the presence of Hashem in that fashion. And Yakov
brought the middah of tiferes. Now, the way to accomplish this is that you have
to be mazmin (invite them) verbally. In the Zohar it says that when a person
stands by the door of his sukkah, he should say, “HaKadosh Baruch Hu, I want
to invite all of the guests - i.e. all of Your sefiros, all of Your lights that You put
into this world - and I want to connect to them through my emunah. (That’s
what I'm having emunah in) I am having emunah that HaKadosh Baruch Hu,
You placed Yourself in this world, not directly, but indirectly through seven
sefiros and I would like that to be present in my sukkah.” So every night some
people think about this. The first night, they’ll talk about chessed. Tonight
is Shabbos, what a wonderful opportunity to talk about chessed! And you’ll
think about what chessed represents in the world. Chessed is not just one of
the sefiros, chessed is the crossbeam of all the sefiros. Everything, the whole
world is founded on chessed, mx 7on obp. A person brings guests into his house
on this night and you should have the kavanah, “HaKadosh Baruch Hu, I want
to thank You for the opportunity to bring guests into my house.” That’s what a
person should have in mind. And if you do that, it means you are connecting to
and exercising the middah of chessed.

And if you don’t have guests, then you go out of your way to help your wife.
I mean it seriously. Your wife becomes your middah of chessed. Now if you're
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doing it because you're scared of her, and she’s going to nudge you and you
want to get something out of her, that’s a waste of time. But if you do it because
you say, “HaKadosh Baruch Hu, I want to work on the middah of chessed,”
then you can practice this middah wherever you are - you could be at your
in-laws, you could be a guest in somebody’s house. You want to practice this
middah because that’s what connects you to that light of HaKadosh Baruch
Hu. This is a very important yesod.

There is a difference between the Ashkenazim and the Sefardim when it
comes to the order of the Ushpizin. The minhag Ashkenaz is to list them in
the order of their birth: Avraham, Yitzchok, Yaakov. That’s why Yosef is before
Moshe. But according to minhag Sefard, they are mentioned in the order of
the sefiros, so Moshe comes before Yosef. There is a hierarchy in the sefiros:
There’s netzach, there’s hod and there’s yesod. Moshe represents netzach,
Aharon represents hod and Yosef represents yesod. So the order is Moshe,
Aharon and then Yosef. We’ve spoken about what each middah means, and
that drasha is not for now, but if you could find out something about it, it would
help a little bit; but even if you don’t know what it means, you say, “HaKadosh
Baruch Hu, make them work!”

THINKING ABOUT ARBA’AH MINIM

Now, there is another mitzvah called the mitzvah of arba’ah minim. When
you take the arba’ah minim you should have in mind that this is a mitzvah. This
year we are not going to take it on the first day, we will take it the second
day.*> You should have in mind you are fulfilling the mitzvah of Hashem because
Hashem gave the Chachamim the koach to institute mitzvos d’rabannan as a
zecher lemikdash. You should have in mind the following: “HaKadosh Baruch
Hu, this is a zecher of the mikdash and it’s a mitzvah d’rabannan.” You should
also think and hope that the Beis Hamikdash will be rebuilt. You have to know
that the four minim represent the duality. They represent the nitzachon, the
conquest of Klal Yisrael having been zocheh badin. That’s what Chazal tell us.
It is not related necessarily to the Chag Ha’asif but it’s related to the Yamim
Hanora’im. In Vayikra (23:40), if you take a look at that passuk which we
discussed already, there is a Daas Zekeinim Mibaalei Tosafos who writes that
the Iulav that we take beyom rishon is a siman that we were o™moon ora 112 now.'3
Hashem says take your lulavim in your hand oy Sam and everybody will
then know, pTa omorw that you were zocheh badin. A person should have
that thought. And if you don’t feel like you were zocheh badin, take the
lulav and tell Hashem, “Please help me feel like I am zocheh badin.” That’s
what you want to have in mind. Another thing you want to have in mind
is that each of the four minim represents a different part of Klal Yisrael.
And when you wave it, you are saying to HaKadosh Baruch Hu, “All my parts and
all the parts of Klal Yisrael should be for You, Hashem.” When you are moilech

*2 This shiur was given in 5763, when the first day of Sukkos fell on Shabbos.
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to the east, in front of you, to the side of you, to the back of you, all directions,
you are saying, “Hashem, we testify with this lulav, with this branch that we are
loyal and we want to be dedicated and committed to your avodah.” That’s the
pashute thought that you should have.

ASKING HASHEM TO HELP US THINK

You may be familiar with the fact that the esrog represents the lev, the
lulav is the shedra, the hadas is the eyes and the aravos the mouth. These are
all the keilim that a person has to serve Hashem with. This represents your
nefesh, ruach and neshamah. You have to know this, it’s a very important
thing. Your spine represents your nefesh, the lev represents the neshamah,
and then you have the eyes, represented by hadassim. You have a mitzvah that
you should not stray after your eyes, so try to say the following when you are
looking at the hadasim: “I'm going to keep my eyes focused where they are
supposed to be focused.” Any positive thoughts you are going to have, you will
probably find in Chazal. For example, when you hold the esrog, you should
think about your heart and say: “HaKadosh Baruch Hu, may this be a kaparah
for all the thoughts of my heart. May this be mechazek my heart.” You look at
the hadassim and you say, “May the hadassim be mechazek my eyes. Give my
eyes the strength not to stray.” You look at the aravah and say, “May the aravah
give my mouth the ability to speak more divrei Torah and less loshon hora. You
look at the lulav and you say, “Hashem, let my body, my guf, have the strength
to stand and may it serve as an atonement so that I can do whatever I have
to do to get someplace and accomplish something in this world. That is what
you should be thinking. You have to give these thoughts some practice and
hopefully Hashem will open your mind to enable you to think them. It’s a big
brachah when Hashem opens your mind and helps you think about something.
Most of us try to think and only come up with blanks. When we think, we come
up with stock quotes, insurance quotes and other such naarishkeik. So you also
have to ask Hashem to help you think. This is the most wonderful Yom Tov
and hopefully on this Yom Tov you will have tremendous hatzlachah, a change
of year, and you should have brachah and gevaldige hatzlachah. Wishing
everyone a great Yom Tov!

Part 2: The Deeper Insights Into Hoshana Rabbah (5765)
THE KAPPARAH STILL CONTINUES

Tomorrow is the 7 day of Sukkos, Hoshana Rabbah.# That day stands
out from amongst the other days of Sukkos from a halachic aspect. However,
practically speaking, there isn’t any major difference between the first six days
and the last day. On all of them you are chayav in the mitzvah of sukkah; on all
the days you are chayav in simchah and hallel; on all of them you are chayav in
arba minim.

The Rishonim established that Hoshana Rabbah is a hemshech
(continuation) of the yamim hanora’im. Hoshana Rabbah is a hemshech of the

'+ The shiur was given on 20 Tishrei, 5765.
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yemei hadin, when everyone in the world has to give a din vecheshbon on their
ma’asim. Our kadmonim also gave a remez from the passuk of xv x5 m axw mx,
Alef'is Elul, Reish is Rosh Hashanah, Yud is Yom Kippur and the Hey is Hoshana
Rabbah. This is one of the days that, so to speak, calls out to a person to check
his ways and do teshuvah. One of the great hasidic leaders, the Bnei Yissaschar,
Rav Tzvi Elimelech of Dinov (1783-1841), says that this idea is also alluded to
in the passuk (Tehillim 22:22): nmx »on 2pwnn - save me from the pi of the aryeh
(“mouth of the lion”). The aryeh refers to these five days. The passuk expresses
a tefillah, “Help me that my mekatregim, my prosecutors, should not judge me
on these days of judgment.”

The Midrash Tehillim (17:5) explains the source for the age-old minhag
of circling the bimah on Hoshana Rabbah.®s Says the Midrash: b pxa mwn wxaa
7m 123 b A o5 k3. On Rosh Hashanah all the ba’ei olam, all the people in
the world, come before Hashem like “sheep.” Even Bnei Yisrael come before
Hashem. And all the malachim of the umos ha’olam say, 112 won unw ux, “We
win.” They say, “We won. Klal Yisrael is not going to raise its head again and be
menatze’ach (victorious).” So the emes is, we don’t know who is menatzei’ach
- Yisrael or the umos ha’olam. But when the yom tov rishon of the chag comes,
and all of Yisrael, the gedolim and the ketanim, take their lulavim in their right
hands and their esrogim in their left hands, immediately everybody knows at
that point: y7a pry bxww - Yisrael were victorious in the judgment!®

And then, says the Midrash, on Hoshana Rabbah, they take the
arvei nachal and circle the bimah seven times. The chazzan of the
beis hakenesses stands like a malach Elokim with the sefer Torah in
his arms. The congregation goes around him, k’dugmas hamizbei’ach.
Immediately, the malachei hashareis are smeichin, they are happy, and
they say: apw» x5 Sxawr nya on Sxawe vy Sxawe imva. Even during the time of the
Beis Hamikdash, there was something special about this day as it says in the
Mishnah in Sukkah (45a): “Everyday they used to go around the mizbei’ach
one time, and on this day they went around the mizbei’ach seven times.” The
shaileh (Sukkah 43b) was only whether they went with the aravah, or with the
lulav. In halachah we maintain that they went around the mizbeach holding
the lulav. There is a minhag hanevi’im, that they used to bang the aravos on
the floor, and we practice this minhag nowadays.

THE GREAT GIFT OF KAPPARAH

The shaileh is: what kind of name is Hoshana Rabbah? Hoshana means
“salvation,” and Rabbah means “great”: “A Great Salvation.” What does that
mean? In the Sefer Mateh Moseh, one of the famous sefarim on halachah, written
by R’ Moshe Met (1550-1606), it says as follows: nan xapein xan »prawn ov. Why do
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they call it Hoshana Rabbah? =r anxy mm 2ax onnaxb xn i witpn 'y, Hashem said
to Avraham Avinu, I am a yachid and you are a yachid, omay 12 1935 Trvnn or 7225 10X
nan xpwin ann, [ am going to give Bnei Yisrael, your children, a special day to have
kapparah on their avonos and that is Hoshana Rabbah. What’s the pshat in this
great gift?v

The Mateh Moshe explains as follows: one of the names of Hashem is Alef,
Hey, Yud, and Hey - Eheke - which has the gematriya of 21. The number 21 is
featured in a few other places: Avraham Avinu was the 21st generation from the
beginning of brias ha’olam and Hoshana Rabbabh is also the 21st day of Chodesh
Tishrei. HaKadosh Baruch Hu said to Avraham: “If there won’t be a kapparah
for your children on Rosh Hashanah, then I will give a ‘back up’ and that is
Yom Kippur. And if they do not merit a kapparah on Yom Kippur, then it will
be on Hoshana Rabbah.” Just like Avraham Avinu’s light began to shine in the
world in the 21% dor following brias ha’olam (creation of the world) so too, the
light of Yisrael will shine on Hoshana Rabbah, which is the 21t day from Rosh
Hashanah, the day of brias ha’adam” (creation of a man). Rabbeinu Bachya also
says that there is a Shem of Hashem called Yud, Hey, and Vav, which is also
gematriya 21, which represents the hanhaga of Hashem. That Shem operates on
Hoshana Rabbah, he says, which is called, “yom hachosam hagadol, the day of
the “great signing.” This day, Rabbeinu Bachya says, is the tachlis hachag. So
what is so special about this day?

TOO HOLY TO FULLY COMPREHEND

Inthesifrei Kabbalah, Rav Chaim Vital (1543-1620) explains the uniqueness
of Hoshana Rabbah. On Sukkos, we are makriv parei hachag, we bring a total
of 70 parim (bulls). These parim of the chag are getting less and less and less
(i.e. 13 parim on day 1 of Sukkos, 12 parim on day 2 of Sukkos, 11 parim on day
3, etc). It is a kapparah for the umos ha’olam. That means to say, that through
these korbanos, we want to diminish the koach of ra that the umos ha’olam have.
On Hoshana Rabbah, when they finish bringing the korbanos of the 70 umos, it
is a remez to the end of the ra of the 70 umos. Gog umagog is the gematria of 70.
The 70 umos are the ones who are going to do milchamah with Klal Yisrael, and
when Klal Yisrael has a yeshuah from the umos, that is called Hoshana Rabbah,
a great salvation. For this reason, this day represents the potential for giving us
a great Hoshana Rabbah, a final salvation. Rav Chaim Vital writes over there,
that you cannot fathom the greatness of this day nsb non nbap »1 by ox 75, you can’t
put it into written words. Actually Rabbeinu Bachya (1255-1340) says this as
well in his famous sefer called, Kad HaKemach.'® He was writing at a time when
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the Sefer HaZohar wasn’t accessible.®

He says 1> om x“5 ov xinw amm ova md STaa manw oIx 7, a person has to
understand the greatness of this day, which is the 21st and 26th day. We all know that
brias ha’olam was five days before brias ha’adam, which was on Rosh Hashanah.
The brias ha’olam was on %5x n“s. So it turns out that Hashana Rabbah is the
26th since the creation of the world, a day of mmixn »w 15 5 ‘v ;bwn and it is
the chosam hagadol (“great seal”) following the chasimah harishonah (“the first
seal”), which is Yom Kippur.

He adds that the hakafah we make on this day is a siman, is a remez (a
hint) oax nmin Sionw enpb, to when the “wall of Edom will fall down.” And they
will be omaxy o%s - utterly destroyed. This is not a personal hoshana. On Yom
Kippur, we daven for ourselves, for a personal kapparah. Hoshana Rabbah is
more about a national kapparah. Now that we had a kapparah on Yom Kippur,
we should be zoche to bring out the koach of Klal Yisrael as one. After going
through the Yom Tov of Sukkos, we should bring forth this koach of national
kapparah through achdus on Hoshana Rabbah.

The Zohar says that a person should do teshuvah on Hoshana Rabbah,
since there is an idea that on Hoshana Rabbah, Hashem is moser the petakim
(“delivers the final notes”). For this reason, we say “piska tava.” Piska tava
means that we should get a good petek, a good note. It means Hashem gives
the petakim to the malachim and He tells the malachim to take these pesakim
and go carry out the din. It means the chasimah was done on Yom Kippur, but
Hashem waits before He carries out the din. The Zohar (quoted by Arizal in
Sha’ar Kakavonos) says: o1x ma nmymnn swany Sy oombwn ma nny oanen. The instruction
for the din is only sent forth on the night of Hoshana Rabbah, at hatzos.

GRABBING THE LAST CHANCE

The Arizal (in Sha’ar Kakavonos) points out that there are two different
ma’amarim in the Zohar regarding the idea of giving over the petakim. In one
place the Zohar says that the mesirus hapetakim takes place on leil Hoshana
Rabbah. In another place it seems that it takes place on Shemini Atzeres.
The Arizal explains that the emes is that the ikkar hadin is nigmar bechatzos
harishonah shel leil Hoshana Rabbah. The ikkar din of Hoshana Rabbah is done
on that night, and be’eis chatzos halaylah nigmar hachosam, the din is completed.
That is why many people have a minhag that they stay up the whole night. Even
if you don’t stay up the whole night, but you stay up part of the night, it is
definitely a good time to say Tehillim. Everyone is different. Some people read
Sefer Devarim, which is like reading the whole Torah. What is the din on? They
are moser the petakim of those people who were sealed on Yom Kippur, and did
not do teshuvah all those days from Yom Kippur until Hoshana Rabbah.

9 Ed. note: given that Rabbeinu Bachya writes that these lofty concepts about Hoshana Rabbah can only be understood if
one received them as part of an oral [kabbalistic] tradition, it is plausible that he was one of the select, few talmidim of that
messora (Zohar was first printed in 1550’s); however, as Rav Brog clarified, the opposite may also be true, namely, that Rav
Chaim Vital saw this idea brought down in Rabbeinu Bachya, but Rabbeinu Bachya himself didn’t have access to the Zohar.
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Everybody promised Hashem they were going to be good boys and then
they proceeded to forget about it - they were not interested. At this point the
messengers hand over the judgment, and they hand over the petakim, to activate
the din lemishpat, so the judgment will become a sentence. But even though
the petakim are already in their hands, they don’t actually have the reshus to
effect the mishpat, the sentence, and the onesh, retribution, that are written in
the petakim until Shemini Atzeres, in order to give a little more time for the
sinners to do teshuvah on the day of Hoshana Rabbah. Even at that point, if
they do teshuvah, Hashem will take back the petakim from the hands of the
messengers. If not, 5% mn nawna mpn my px - teshuva doesn’t help after that
point. The Arizal goes on to explain that even though the Zohar says that once
the petakim are given, Hashem doesn’t take it back, that’s talking about the
normal circumstances. That means, under normal circumstances, a guy who
didn’t do teshuvah from Yom Kippur until Hoshana Rabbah, the chances of him
doing teshuvah on Hoshana Rabbah are very slight, so it’s only a theoretical
possibility that he would do teshuvah then. Practically, most people who haven’t
done teshuvah by then, are probably not going to do teshuvah at that point. Not
that it’s not shayach. For sure if a guy will do teshuvah, they will be korei’a gezar
dino, they will tear up his sentence. He even brings a ra’aya for this from the
Rikanti, one of the Rishonim.

So although it may otherwise be very unlikely for someone to be moved
to do teshuva on Hashana Rabbah (if he hasn’t already done so beforehand),
this is precisely why Chazal gave us yet another chance. Its name is Hoshana
Rabbah to make us aware that this day carries an incredible potential for
teshuva! Therefore he says, o» 1 »5n P70 prpw 55,007 N¥p 13 w» N21 Xapwan ov 5o
naxy 2w, there are still some judgements that “hover” somewhat throughout
Hoshana Rabbah, since the final judgment is pending until the day of Shemini
Atzeres, to see if the sinners are doing teshuvah. And because of this fact, one
should conduct himself accordingly throughout this awesome day.

A person should be aware and r»wpn a2 n127 Xapwin or nbana T8N TNN NPT MR
xinn ora. He should focus and concentrate very much during the tefillos of
Hoshana Rabbah and all of his actions on that day, because there is still takanah
(rectification) at that point, but afterwards there is no takanah anymore. This
is the din of the chosam hagadol and this is the day when a person should seize
his last opportunity!

The word hoshana is “hosha Nun Alef.” Hoshana Rabbah is 51 days from
Rosh Chodesh Elul. Also x1 is lashon bakashah. Everything is dependent on the
tikkun therefore a person should be mechazek himself throughout the 51 days
until this last day! Wishing everyone a good Yom Tov and a piska tava!
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