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?“{% LEARN TO BE WITH HASHEM IN EVERY SiTUATION! %”o

GETTING MARRIED WITHOUT ANY MONEY

In the past, we mentioned a medrash (Bereishis Rabbah 68:2) that describes how Yaakov Avinu was going to look for a shidduch,
but was faced with a dilemma: he was penniless.! He had nothing at all because he had been robbed. He was accosted and lost
everything. But he accepted it as a nisayon from Hashem. My Rebbi (Rav Meir Soloveitchik, zt"l) pointed out that Yaakov Avinu faced
very evil adversaries many times in his life, and situations where people usually stand up in their own defense. Yaakov Avinu was a
person of immense physical strength. You would have expected him to call his kids together and say, “Kinderlach, come we’re going
to pay someone a visit and we're going to explain to him that we don’t like getting taken advantage of.” But Yaakov Avinu did not
do that. Yaakov Avinu never even thought of that idea. He always sought to turn to Hashem, and find the answer to his dilemma by
understanding how Hashem wanted him to respond.

Now he was faced with a dilemma of a shidduch, and he thought to himself, “I have nothing. How can I get married if | have zero?
Even my father did not get married in this fashion.” Then he said, “No, I'm going to turn to Hashem.”

My Rebbi gave another explanation of this medrash. He said, if you look in the sefer Nefesh Hachaim from his great-great-great-
grandfather, Rav Chaim Volozhiner, he establishes a very important principle and that is, that the way Hashem is noheg, the way He
runs the world, or the way He deals with an individual, depends upon what the individual is kovei’a, what he establishes.? Everybody
‘orders from the menu’ of how they want Hashem to deal with them.

If you were ever a rebbi, you'd know that there are some talmidim who come and say, “Rebbi, please be hard on me. Don’t be light
on me. And other talmidim say, “Rebbi, please, just ignore me. Don’t be hard on me.” Some say this. Some say that.

Everybody subconsciously has a ‘menu’ from Hashem, and that ‘menu’ determines how Hashem conducts Himself with you.
Meaning, the way a person is noheg down here in this world, that’s how his world is mesnaheg. The whole attachment, the whole
kesher, the whole draw from the bank of Hashem into this physical world depends upon the pe’ulos ha’adam, the actions of a person.

The pasuk says T9°8 ‘N, Hashem is your shadow (Tehillim 121:5). What does that mean? Chazal (Midrash Agadah; see footnote #2)
tell us that what that means is that the shadow reflects the movement of the person. Whenever he moves, his shadow moves, and the
shadow could only follow the movement of the person or the movement of the object creating the shadow. You have to know Hakadosh
Baruch Hu attaches Himself to this world according to the ma’asei ha’adam. The way you behave is the way Hashem conducts Himself
with you. And this applies to matters of ruchniyus and gashmiyus.

Yaakov Avinu was now on the way to go and marry a woman. When he thought about his matzav and he saw that he had no ability
to do any hishtadlus to bring about his desired goal, he was concerned that maybe he wouldn’t be zocheh to a yeshuah, because the
hanhagah depends on the hishtadlus and the hisorerus of the person himself.

So his first thought was, “I'm in a quandary. 1Y N)2> N1 - from where will my help come?” (Tehillim 121:1). That means: “I'm in
a situation where it seems that although I want to get married, I don’t have the means and the wherewithal to effectuate that desire of
mine. So how am [ going to get married?”
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HAVING A YESHUAH WITHOUT HISHTADLUS

On that he says, “I'm going to behave as follows: XN DMWY DWW ‘N OYN MY - my help will come from Hashem, Maker of
Heaven and Earth (ibid).” Just because a person cannot do hishtadlus, does that mean there is nothing to do? Yakov said, “Do
you think I'm going to lose hope in my mission? Hakadosh Baruch Hu was the one who made XN ©9v.” The creation of DY
XX was done without any pre-hisorerus, without any preparation from this world. Hashem was mazmin the world, He brought
the world into being without the world having any zechus. So Yaakov Avinu said, “I am certain that Hakadosh Baruch Hu is going
to bring me the yeshuah even without any hishtadlus on my part because when a person cannot do hishtadlus, Hakadosh Baruch
Hu brings him the yeshuah without hishtadlus.” That’s what he was saying with YIX) 0w v ‘N OYN 1Y, my yeshuah will
come just like the ¥IN) DMW NNOY2.

It means that post YIX) DY NNI3, as a rule, the world works like this: you do some actions on your part, you do the best
you can, you make your hishtadlus, you rely on Hashem, and then Hashem becomes your shadow and Hashem delivers to you
results according to what you did.

But there’s another hanhagah when somebody can’t do any hishtadlus. There’s nothing to do. At that point, the person feels
lost. No, he doesn’t have to feel that way. Hashem is the XN 00w nww. The fact that Hashem created NN 00V tells us that
when a person can’t do anything on his part, Hashem could do it for him without any hishtadlus, without any hisorerus on the
part of the person. So he says, “I'm sure Hashem, that You will bring the yeshuah that I need.

This is a very important principle because there are people who have blockages when they want to get married, for example,
or they have a medical issue, and they think, “I have a medical issue, so I can’t get married.” It sounds like a pretty tough thing to
expect the medical issue to disappear because a lot of medical issues are part and parcel of a person’s life.

THE SHIDDUCH WHO EVERYBODY DROPPED

I'll never forget when a parent called me up to tell me about his son. Every time this boy goes on a shidduch, he gets dropped.
He’s a very nice boy. He’s a good-looking boy, with a lot of ma’alos going for him, but when he tells them his issue, they drop him.
He’s getting very depressed. They wanted to know if I could help him? I said, “Of course I can help him! Send him to me.” So he
drove here from out of town. I met this fellow. He was a strapping young man. He looked better and healthier than most people.
“Do you have a medical problem?” I asked him. “What’s the problem? You look good.” Then he told me that he had a medical
problem. He told me what it was. And I said, “Oops.”

I said to him as follows. “Are you allowed to get married halachically with that medical problem?” He said, “I don’t know.”
I said, “Let me tell you what to do. What I've done with young men in the past who came to me with a similar but not identical
problem, is that I told them to gather their medical records and go pay a visit to Rav Dovid Feinstein. If he tells you you can get
married, then you have to know that you have a mitzvah to get married. You have a mitzvah to have children and you will have
children. Ai, you ask how is it going to happen? Hashem is going to make it happen.” I spoke to him for a long time and gave him a
whole program to change his life, to boost his morale, to raise his energy. I just said, “There is one thing you have to know. It could
be that your problem is your yeshuah. It could be that if you didn’t have any issues, you would meet the girl Hakadosh Baruch Hu
wants you to marry and wouldn’t agree to marry her. So if something is not 100%, don’t be afraid to say yes and be prepared for
that. Maybe you went through a boatload of rejections, because Hashem is preparing you for the right one to come.”

I'll never forget. I really got him boosted up. He called me back. He went to Rav Dovid Feinstein. He made changes in his
life. He took a lot of steps to get his morale up. I told him, “You have to know you’re getting married shortly. You have nothing to
worry about.” I said, “You have to make Hashem your tzeil. You have to say, ‘Hashem, You put me in this world. You created me
as a male. You enabled me al pi halachah to get married. It means the Torah tells me I have to get married. I have to try to have
children. So please, Hashem, I'm counting on You.”” And he went, and he did it.

A short while later, somebody redt him a shidduch. The girl was on a very, extremely high professional level. I was shocked.
It’s the kind of thing that when people hear this profession, they usually raise their eyes and say, “Wow.” And she wanted to
marry him. He calls me up. “There’s a little problem.” I said, “What’s the problem?” “She’s not healthy. She has one small issue.”
I said, “What’s the issue?” “The issue precludes her from driving. She can’t drive.” “So I know a lot of people who have no issues
but they can’t drive because they're nervous about driving. What’s the big deal?!” I said, “Is it not a fundamental issue!” It wasn’t
fundamental. He told me what it was exactly. It was nothing major. I told him, “Didn’t I tell you a couple months ago that you
should be prepared for this? Get married.” But I saw he was the type of person who could not jump on it. I told him, “If you’re not
going to jump on it, you're going to lose it.” Baruch Hashem, he got some sense in his head. He got married, and he had children.
Baruch Hashem, he has parnasah. I told him, “Hashem took care of you. Most people struggle with parnasah and all kinds of
things. You don’t have that issue. You have a wife who’s dedicated to you.”

A person has to know that when you have no hishtadlus to make, then you have to just go forward saying, “Hashem, I'm going
to attach myself to You, and I'm going to make You my shadow. I'm going to live in Your shadow, and I'm going to create You as
my shadow and then it’'ll work.”
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THE SIGN THAT HASHEM IS WITH YOU

Last night, I got a call that I don’t ever remember getting before. A young man calls me up. He doesn’t sound happy. He
tells me he’s just a young man, in his young 20s. He got married. He went to one of the biggest doctors in the country, and after
extensive tests, the doctor said to him, “You will never produce a seed. You will never produce a child.” He was understandably a
little bit down. I gulped, and I said, “Wow.” I said, “What do you want from me?” He said, “My rebbi told me to call you.” I said,
“Did you go to Eretz Yisrael?” “Yes.” “Did you go to Rav Chaim?” “Yes.” I said, “What happened?” “Rav Chaim told me I'm going
to have children.” He said, “Not only that, Rav Chaim gave me a ksav yad. He pashut wrote me a shtar, a paper, that I'm going to
have children.” I told the guy, “Why don’t you go out and buy a crib? Go out and buy a layette. What kind of business is this?” I
said, “Don’t believe in Rav Chaim. You have to believe in Hashem, but Rav Chaim is your mishan.” I gave him a little pump up. I
gave him a little shot in the arm. At the end of the phone call, he definitely sounded very different. I told him to keep it up and call
me with the good news, and if he ever gets a little down, he should call me back.

It’s funny, because when he told me this story, I figured, ahh, that’s Yaakov Avinu. Yaakvo Avinu had no idea how he was
going to get married. Al pi pashtus he was not going to get married. If you can’t emulate your father’s mehalech, how are you
going to get married? You have to know XIX) 0w nwiy ‘N OY» Y. Sometimes there’s nothing that you can do. Then I added
something. I said, “You know, you could have found this out before you got married. I know of young men who had questions
before they got married, if they're able to have children. They went to the doctors. I don’t know if you're allowed to. It’s a big
shaylah. It’s not so pashut. But let’s say the guy would have gone before he got married and the doctor would have told him, ‘You
cannot have a child.” You think this guy would have ever gotten married? I highly doubt it. I highly doubt anybody would have
ever married him unless she was an akarah, unless she also couldn’t have kids. But Hashem put it in your mind not to ask that
question before you got married. And now you got married. And you have a wife that’s supportive of you. She’s with you. Don’t you
understand that that’s a sign from Hashem that Hashem is with you and Hashem will help you?”

HOW TO LIVE TOGETHER WITH HASHEM

Now, this is the lesson. The way you get this awareness is by training yourself throughout the day, to do whatever you are doing
together with Hashem. It’s called 1782 90)N 1Y. Let me tell you what the passuk says. It's a pasuk in Tehillim. The passuk (91:15) says:
MNINIP, he will call out to Me, YNIYN), and I will answer him. You know why? Because NI82 2N Y, [ am with him in distress.

The Rambam says a very interesting pshat. Really, pashtus, you read the pasuk and you say when he calls out to Me, I will answer
him because 1782 "IN Y. The Rambam says, no, it is not like that. The Rambam says: when he sees that NI82 3N 1Y - then he
will call out to Me, and I will answer him. You know what that means? When he is meshatef Me, when he joins Me with his tzarah and
understands he’s not in the tzarah by himself, but in a tzarah from Hashem and together with Hashem - then yMyX) »NXIP>.

The Sefer Hachareidim says a marvelous thing. He wants to take this Rambam and say a little pshat on the Rambam. He says that
when a person is with Hashem to the point that he sees his tzarah as one where he’s not suffering alone, then it does not matrid him.
It doesn’t bother him (i.e. disrupt his thoughts) from thinking about Hashem, and he’s not focusing on his tzarah. Therefore, YNXO>NN
N T725N). The kuntz of a person when he’s suffering, and he’s going through pain, is to get together with Hashem, put himself in the
arms of Hashem. He can imagine he’s being embraced by Hashem and just think about himself being in the lap of Hashem. You know
what that does? That makes him be masiach da’as from his tzarah.

There was once a cancer patient, who I was dealing with, who was going through yesurim nora’im, awful yesurim. I told the
patient, “Whenever you're desperate, call me.” I'll never forget one night, in the middle of the night I got a call from this person. “I have
these huge sores in my mouth, blisters down my throat and the bottoms of my feet are burning like somebody put an iron on them. I'm
trying to go from one tzarah to the next tzarah, from my feet to my mouth, my mouth to my feet. I'm thinking, if I'm going to die, what
do I have to go through this for?” The person asked if I can help them. I said, “I'm going to try.” I said, “I want you to close your eyes,
and I want you to picture the following. When a child is in pain, you know what he does? He runs to his mother. And his mother takes
the child in her arms and says, ‘Sheifaleh sheifaleh.’ The mother doesn’t make the pain go away, but when the child feels that embrace,
he’s able to be mesiach da’as from his pain and now he focuses on the love.” I told this patient, “I want you to picture that you're now
climbing into the lap, so to speak, of Hashem and Hashem is being mechabek you. Hashem is your father, not a stranger, and Hashem is
your mother. Hashem is the kol yachol, and Hashem is the one who brought this tzarah upon you. Run to Him. Put yourself in His arms.
Be with Hashem. That itself should mitigate your pain.”

The problem is, most people can’t do that. You know what happens? The pain embraces them first. The pain is overwhelming.
They feel the searing, they feel the burning, they feel their body being devoured, and their mind is completely subjugated to that
pain. But this patient was able to rise above it. After talking and talking and talking for maybe 20 minutes, repeating again, “You're in
Hashem’s hands. Hashem is with you. Remember who Hashem is. Think about what Hashem is. Get away from your pain. Think about
the fact that you are being embraced by Hashem.” The patient told me, “The pain diminished.” I was with him for about one hour, and
the patient said to me, “I'm sorry that I'm putting you through this.” I said, “Don’t be sorry. I'm happy I can be there for you. It’s a lesson
for me also. I'm learning this lesson, that if you’re with Hashem, if you're meshatef Hashem in your tzarah, if you're able to come closer
to Hashem so then there’s no greater success than that.”

Yaakov Avinu was someone who lived with Hashem. You know how he practiced it every single time? Let me tell you how. For
example, in the beginning of the parshah it says, 1IN T2 Y2V IR APY> X¥N - and Yakov left Be’er Sheva and went to Charan (Bereishis
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28:10). The Beis Halevi, the great-grandfather of my Rebbi, said that Yaakov Avinu had two commandments.? His mother commanded
him to run away from Eisav because Eisav wanted to kill him, and because of this commandment, the main point was he should leave
Be’er Sheva. He should get out of Be’er Sheva. His father commanded him to go to Charan to find a wife. Yaakov intended when he went,
to be mekayem these two mitzvos. When he left Be’er Sheva, his kavanah was I'm being mekayem the tzivuy of my mother, and when
he went to Charan, he was thinking I'm being mekayem the tzivuy of my father. That's why it says in the pasuk YN) PAN DN 2Py ynvN
MN), Yaakov listened to his father and to his mother. He wanted to be mekayem these two mitzvos. Picture Yaakov Avinu, a man bereft
of everything, walking on the road. But the man wasn’t walking by himself. He was walking with Hashem. That’s what he was doing. He
was in the middle of doing mitzvos. A mitzvah is like an embrace of Hashem. That’s what the Zohar says. It’s a chibuk. It’s a hug. He was
‘hugging’ Hashem, while walking alone.

We have to start to walk with Hashem. If you don’t train yourself to walk with Hashem, Hashem will never be in your life, and
then when you need Him, you're going to have a very difficult time finding Him because at that point your mind is so discombobulated
you can’t do that. But when your mind is at ease, you should train yourself to be with Hashem, to walk with Hashem. At the very least
here is what you should do. When you daven, realize that you're talking to Hashem. At least when you’re davening, you should have
this awareness.

My Rebbi said that the ra’ayah to this Beis Halevi is because years later, when Yaakov was ready to leave Lavan’s house, Hashem
gave him two mitzvos. One mitzvah was to leave the house of Lavan, and the second mitzvah was to go back to Eretz Yisrael. The
question is, why did Hashem break it up into two statements? Why didn’t Hashem just tell him to go back to Eretz Yisrael which would
obviously mean that he has to leave Lavan’s house? So, my Rebbi explained that Hashem deliberately gave Yaakov two mitzvos. You
know why? Because it says in the gemara, MmN MNN 95V. If you do a mitzvah, if you do it right, Hashem gives you another mitzvah.
And when Yaakov Avinu left Be’er Sheva to go to Charan, he didn’t just stam walk out of the house and go to Charan. He was mechaven
to fulfill the mitzvah of kibud eim by leaving and the the mitzvah of kibud av by going to Charan. That’s why when he was coming back
to Eretz Yisrael, Hashem gave him two mitzvos.

FORGET IT! HASHEM IS MUCH MORE RELIABLE!

[ saw a very nice ma’aseh. There was a yid who came to his Rebbe. The minhag is, you go to a Rebbe and you bring a pidyon. It
means you give what’s called ‘redemption money. You bring the Rebbe some money. When this yid came and put the coin down in front
of the Rebbe, he burst out crying. He said that ganavim broke into his house and robbed him. He’s ois mentsch. The Rebbe looked at
him and said, “What do you want from me? I have witnesses that at the time of the geneivah, I was somewhere else. | wasn’t at your
house. What did you come to me for? You think I robbed you?” The yid continued. But he saw the Rebbe wasn’t giving in, so he took out
another coin from his pocket and put it down on the table thinking maybe the Rebbe wants a bigger pidyon. The Rebbe told him, “Even
if you put down a fortune on my table, I won’t be able to help you.” When the Yid heard that, he turned to his wife and said, “Look, let’s
leave this house. Let’s go cry to Hashem. He’s going to help us without demanding big money, and He’s going to get our money back.”
When the Rebbe heard the Yid said these words, the Rebbe said, “Reb Yid, your salvation has already arrived.” Once you come to the
awareness that mibaladecha ein lanu melech goel umoshia, that without Hashem you don’t have any redeemer or any salvation, then
you stand a chance, then there is hope.

The Ramban (Bereishis 30:2) says, when Rochel didn’t have kids, the tzadekes turned to her husband and asked her husband to
help her out. Her husband said, “Who am [? Am [ Hashem? What are you davening to me for? I'm not Hashem.” She said, “Forget about
it. I'm turning to Hashem.” He says NNIN73, when she saw, 2py> n9an Yy 70915 D91 KoV, that she can’t rely on the prayer of Yaakov,
18y DY H59NNY N2V, she said, “You know what? I better put my full effort into davening for myself, NpYN ¥MIY YN to Hashem Who
listens. That’s why it says, DYPON MON ¥nW, that Hashem listened to her.#

DEVELOP CLOSENESS WITH HASHEM

The way one trains himself to do this, is by starting to do an exercise. Rabosai, when you do mundane things, think I'm doing
it with Hashem. For example, let’s say you're doing a chessed. You're washing a dish. You could say, “It’s a mess, I'll clean it up.”
But you're doing it with Hashem. That’s a chessed. It’s a mitzvah d’Oreisa that you’re doing. If a person is sitting and learning and
he would think for one second, “Hashem, I'm learning with You,” he would train himself to learn with Hashem. If he goes to sleep,
he should be’emes have kavanah, ’ny1 PPOX 772 ‘N, 'm going to sleep with You. I'm depositing myself in Your hands, ymX 179
X Op. You'll sleep better, and then you’ll be sleeping with Hashem. You have to train yourself. You’re walking down the street -
walk down the street with Hashem. You have to get into the thought process, into that mode of being with Hakadosh Baruch Hu,
and to the degree that you're going to be with Hakadosh Baruch Hu, you’re going to be spared from all challenges and all tzaros.
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But you know what happens? People forget about Hashem. They’re not with Hashem. Then they get tzaros. Hashem comes
knocking on the door, and all of a sudden, it’s too late. Now the person wants to get close to Hashem. It’s not easy at that point.

It’s kedai to start working on it right now, even if a lot of it is make believe - and you don’t even mean it, that you want to
be with Hashem. Start that minhag, start that custom of being with Hashem. Start training yourself. Then you will find that
Hakadosh Baruch Hu will help you get through any challenging situation. Hakadosh Baruch Hu will direct you, and you’ll have a
tremendous siyata dishmaya.

i{ TuE Bortom LiNg §

In the post-creation era, the general way of how Hashem relates to the world is via the principle called, 72°N ‘N,
whereby our physical actions, or hishtadlus, and the accompanying reliance on Hashem, determine how He conducts
Himself with us and provides for our needs in the realm of both ruchniyus and gashmiyus. There is a second type
of hanhagah, however, of how Hashem can “deliver” results, and that is when someone cannot do any hishtadlus,
like the story of Yakov Avinu’s search for his shidduch. When a person is unable to do anything on his own, or even
have any hisoererus, but instead relates to Hashem as the Creator of heaven and earth and says, “Hashem, bring
me the yeshuah I need,” a person can tap into this special hanhagah of X\IX) DY NWIY. The way to tap into this
awareness is by training ourselves to do everything with Hashem, to develop a sense that Hashem is with us in any
of our distress or tzarah, and to realize that we are not suffering alone. And if we adopt and practice this awesome
realization in our everyday challenges, as well as in our mundane or mitzvah acts, not only will our tefillos be heard
and answered by Hakodosh Boruch Hu, but we’ll be able to be masiach our daas from our challenges as well, IY"H.
This coming week, whether I am cleaning the house, going to sleep, learning Torah, or eating my breakfast, I will
say to Hashem, “Hakodosh Boruch Hu, I am doing this act with You right now. Please help me feel Your presence in
everything I do, and let me be zoiche to be in Your shadow.”
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