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“On the first day of the second month, in the second year following the exodus from the land of Egypt, Hashem spoke to Moshe
in the wilderness of Sinai, in the Tent of Meeting, saying: take a census of B’nei Yisroel according to their ancestral houses, listing the
names, every male, head by head.” (Bamidbar 1:2)

In this week’s parshah it says onbabab =1 ba. Literally it means “all the males by their skulls,” by their heads. So the Rema miPano,
who authored a sefer called Asarah Ma’amaros, writes that Moshe Rabeinu would look at every single Jew when they came before him
to present themselves. Moshe Rabeinu was able to see with ruach hakodesh how many times this individual would be required to come
back in the world through gilgul. That’s what the remez of on%55 means. Moshe Rabeinu was able to look at every single Jew with ruach
hakodesh and see how many generations will each and every Jew be able to produce.

The Chasam Sofer in Yoreh Deah (294:9) actually talks about this at length after quoting this Rema miPano.? Now this is something!
The concept of gilgul is alluded to in this passuk. It’s alluded in this passuk of onb%:b =ar 2. It’s not a system that was created only later
on. It was a system that was created from the beginning of time, designed to help people fulfill their mission. Every Jew has a tafkid in
this world, and until you fulfill your tafkid, you have to come back into this world. Of course, if somebody fulfills his tafkid, he is exempt
from coming back again and again and again. If someone doesn’t fulfill his tafkid, he has to come back and be mesaken and correct what
he didn’t accomplish in a previous lifetime.

YESSUIRIM AS A PURIFICATION MECHANISM

Now, as Peleh Yoetz (R’ Eliezer Papo, 1785-1828) says, this is a very important bit of information to enable us to understand the
judgments of Hashem.3 As the Torah says, 5o omn mxn - “The Rock, whose deeds are perfect” (Devarim 32:4). Everything Hashem does
is just. There is no makom to complain against the middos of Hakadosh Baruch Hu, like is the custom of many fools among our nation.
When yesurim, difficult yesurim come upon them, they open up their big mouths klapei Hashem and they say, “Ribono Shel Olam, what
did I do that wrong to deserve such retribution?! Is my sin worse than the entire world? Why would You do this to somebody who is frum,
one of Your servants?!” If you understood this — that Hashem metes out to everybody what they deserve, and through the gilgulim people
come, and go through all kinds of purification processes, and everything is meted out in very exact ways — the person who knows that
will say, 1 pwyn 121 m - “How great are Your deeds, Hashem!” (Tehillim 104:24). How great is Your love for us that You ensure that none
of us should get lost!

We have to understand that the tafkid for which we came to this world, that our neshamah has to fulfill, will have to be fulfilled by
hook or by crook, no matter what. And then when you have a situation like Coronavirus, where chashuvim, tzaddikim died and you begin
to wonder, “What did they do so wrong? Why them?” And the answer is - this is one of the ways to understand it - that there is a system of
gilgulim. The world is run by Hakadosh Baruch Hu and He knows who needs what. If somebody was pogem his neshamah and he didn’t
do a certain mitzvah, he’s going to have to come back in a gilgul so that the mitzvah should be presented to him again and he should
perform it, or he’s going to have a nisayon of that aveirah that he did in a previous gilgul and he should now keep away from.

This is a very important concept, because there are many people that know themselves and they know their weaknesses. They think
that because they were born with this weakness that they seemed to have before they even acquired any da’as, how can they be held
responsible? We had an urge to do these aveiros before we were even responsible for aveiros. The Vilna Gaon (Sefer Yonah 4:3) explains
that many times Hakadosh Baruch Hu has to enable a person to know the purpose that he came to this world for.

So if you see a person who has certain types of behaviors, today we put a name to it. We say he’s lazy. We say he’s obsessive. We say
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he’s impulsive. We say he’s obsessive compulsive. But what it really is, is Hakadosh Baruch Hu letting him know that he’s missing this
mitzvah and by avoiding this negative behavior he’s fulfilling his mission in this world.+

A SPIRITUAL CAUSE FOR OCD

Many times I've received phone calls from people who told me they had Obsessive Compulsive Disorder (OCD). One of the ways this
condition manifests itself is, for example, when you wash your hands al netilas yadayim, or when you come out of the bathroom, you
wash many, many times. You're never convinced that your hands get clean. I remember the first time many years ago when somebody
called me and asked, “What’s the reason for this?” I said, “All conditions that a person has, are sent to a person to let him know what
his purpose in this world is. You know perhaps in a previous lifetime you were lenient in netilas yadayim.” Chazal talk about netilas
yadayim as a very important thing. Many people get mixed up and they do netilas yadayim like they do mayim achronim. They pour a
little finger water, wipe their hands together and they say, “I am good to go.” A person has to understand that you need to wash properly.
There are a lot of halachos for washing hands.

If you would have seen my rebbi (HaRav Meir Halevi Soloveichik) wash his hands, you would think he was doing an avodah in the
Beis Hamikdash. He was medakdek in so many details, so many halachos, because he didn’t want to chas veshalom transgress any of
them. When he came to a chasunah of his own child, he made sure to bring a cup for washing. I asked him, “Why is Rebbi bringing this
kos? It’s not an outdoor wedding.” He said, “I need it for netilas yadayim.”I said, “Rebbi, with all due respect. This is your simchah. This
is a very big hall. It’s a very famous hall. I'm sure they have enough kosos over there that you can go to the mikveh in them. You're afraid
you’re not going to have a kos?” He looked me in the eye and he said, “Do you know how stringent the halachos of a kos are? Do you know
how many of those kosos are problematic? They're chipped. They’re bent. They’re not the ideal kosos to use, so I bring one from my house
and I know for sure it is okay.” I was thinking to myself, “The Rebbi is intense. That is serious.”

Then at the other end of the spectrum, there are people who pour a little finger water and they’re good to go. They think they did
Hashem a favor by washing their hands. And they’re mezalzel in the mitzvah.

I told this man, “What I suggest you do, is be mekabel upon yourself to learn hilchos netilas yadayim and to start undertaking to
be medakdek in your washing of the hands.” And you want to know something? He called me back a couple of months later and he told
me that his problem is going away. I said, “Did you see therapists during this while?” He said, “No. I saw a therapist before I came to
you. It didn’t work. I even tried some medication but it didn’t agree with me. I was desperate so I called you.” He said, “Do you think this
condition is for that?” “It’s very possible. Why not?”

VARIOUS EXAMPLES OF GILGULIM

If you would look in the sefarim and see what things people came back for, it would blow your mind to understand the din of
shamayim. So when a person has an opportunity to be mesaken himself, he should pay attention.

In the Sha’ar Hagilgulim from Rav Chaim Vital, he talks about a person who is mmn by xa. They’re not careful with the halachos
of niddah. They come back in a goyah, in a gentile woman’s body. How many gentile women are running around out there with Jewish
neshamos? And many of them will attest to this, that they have a certain affinity to Jews. You wonder, where does a non-Jewish
woman get an affinity to Jews? A psychologist once brought me a book. He was somebody who worked in this field. The book was full of
information on women from the Midwest of America who had never seen a Jew, never had any connection to a Jew, and when they went
into therapy and hypnosis, they knew all about Judaism. It’s mind boggling. Now they came back in these neshamos.

A person can be mesgalgel into a rock or into a dog. I've had many people tell me, “Rabbi, my dog is definitely Jewish.” And it’s
funny. They say Rabbi, “Do you believe me?” I say, “I really shouldn’t believe you because you don’t know what you’re talking about, but
actually I do believe you because it could be your dog is Jewish.” There was one guy who was not frum, but he would go to Shabbos meals
in people’s homes and he would tell his dog on Erev Shabbos, whatever the guy’s name was, “Ruff Ruff. It’'s Shabbos today. Tonight we go
to Shabbos.” And the dog would start jumping up and down. It would be mamash like techiyas hameisim. It was unbelievable.

Many people are mesgalgel in all types of animals. People are mesgalgel in bees. A person can mesgalgel in a bee. Here’s a person
who called me up recently and said that for two years in a row right before Pesach he got stung by a bee. What does that mean? I said,
“I’'m not sure. I have to think about it.” It could very well be that in that bee was a neshamah of somebody that this person had unfinished
business with from a previous lifetime and now that bee came to give her a sting. It’s unbelievable, how a person who doesn’t talk
properly, that person comes back as a bird. But all of this applies if a person doesn’t do teshuvah. If a person does teshuvah there’s 121 px
nawnn 203 mwn (Yerushalmi Peah; Zohar). People who are over mitzvos intentionally, they come back in monkeys and they come back
in cats. There’s a long list for different aveiros. Therefore, I suggest if you want to minimize your returns, so you should do teshuvah for
your aveiros.

SHE TOOK HER HUSBAND AWAY FROM EISEK HATORAH

Now, I want to share with you an amazing story. It really shook me and left an indelible impression. Rav Shalom Schwadron (1912-
1997) writes this story. “I heard this story from the great tzaddik, mori verabi Rav Eliyahu Dushnitzer (1877-1949).”
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(Rav Eliyahu Dushnitzer was one of the handful of top talmidim of the Chafetz Chaim and Rav Simcha Zissel Ziv - the Alter of Kelm). Rav
Eliyahu said about this story to Rav Shalom: ‘You can repeat it, and it’s worthwhile to repeat it. You could preface it by saying that I told
you this story exactly the way I heard it mipi hagaon, the great gadol Harav Elazar Moshe miPinsk.”” Rav Dushnitzer was an amazing
talmid chacham and he said to Rav Shalom, “You know me,” his rebbi told him. “I don’t lie, chas veshalom. I also don’t exaggerate and I
didn’t add one iota to this story. I'm just repeating to you word for word like I heard from Rav Elazar Moshe.” So this is the story:

There was a man in the city of Kelm. He was a businessman, but he was a serious ben Torah. His name was Rav Nota. He had an
only child, a daughter, who he married off to a young bachur who was an outstanding ben yeshivah and a talmid chacham. The father
gave them a very generous dowry of thousands of rubles, and he told them they could also live in his home on his cheshbon for a number
of years and then afterwards, when he’s finished, he’ll have the money to make a business.

The chosson sat and learned Torah for a number of years. When his time was up, they moved out of his house. The daughter turned
to her husband and said, “How are we going to support ourselves now?” So the husband said, “I appreciate your question but there’s no
way that I can stop learning and throw myself into work and take the whole Torah and put it in the ocean.” So the wife came up with a
brilliant idea. “Let’s take the money that my father gave us, we’ll open up a business. I will stand there all day, except for two hours by day
that you’ll be there, and the rest of the time you could continue and learn your Torah like until now.” The guy was maskim and he did this.

Now in the first three months they actually did it like this, but after three months, two hours became four hours and eventually four
hours became eight hours until he was completely immersed in the business and he had no time anymore to even open a gemara.

One day, on Motzei Shabbos after midnight, a heavy snow was coming down. The lady went out to spill out a barrel of unclean water
and upon her return it seemed that she was choking and she was not able to speak. Her husband ran immediately to the doctor and called
him to his house. The doctor came and he didn’t know what to do. The next day he went with her from doctor to doctor and eventually
they traveled to the city of Vienna, which was a big city, and no one was able to help her.

They began to talk in the city where she came from, that maybe this is a dibuk that entered her body. They went to the city of Stutzin
in Poland. (That’s where Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz came from. He was known as Rav Chaim Stutziner.) In that city there was a mekubal, a
real kabbalist whose name was Rav Menachem Mendel, zt”]. People would travel to him with such issues. When they came back to him,
he asked the dibuk a question and they actually heard a voice responding to him. Now when the dibuk responds, the stomach goes in
and out, but the lips of the person do not move. Everybody present there was shocked, and they said, “Aha! It’s taka a dibuk.” But Rav
Mendel said, “I'm not sure yet.” He said, “Tell me who is accompanying you?” He said, “Five angels of destruction.” He asked him what
their names are. The dibuk answered this, this, this, this and this. Rav Mendel said, “Ah, this is taka a real dibuk.”

He began to ask the dibuk questions. “Who are you?” He answered that he lived tens of years ago in the city of Brisk where he was
a bachur. He was a Brisker bachur and then he traveled to South Africa. He got into the wrong crowd over there and he was over on kol
haTorah kulah. One time he was traveling on a wagon and the wagon overturned and he was killed. He’s now wandering in the world,
by being mesgalgel. Rav Mendel asked him, “Why didn’t you do teshuvah before you died?” He said, “Because of the pachad and I was
discombobulated when I was thrown off the wagon, I forgot to do teshuvah.” Then he asked him, “What do you want from this lady? Why
did you come into this lady and you caused her such tremendous yesurim?” He began to laugh in a loud voice, and he said, “The mother
of this young lady and the mother of her husband who are already in the world of truth beseeched Hakadosh Baruch Hu in shamayim that
I should enter this young lady’s body and I should cause her all these yesurim, because if not for this, there would be no hope for her in
this world and in the next world because she took her husband away from eisek haTorah, Torah involvement.”

When they heard this, Rav Mendel said to the husband that he should immediately promise he’s going to go back to learning, and
he promised to do that on the spot. Rav Nota, the girl’s father, promised he would learn mishnayos for that bachur, the dibuk, and he
also said he would donate a number of candles to be lit for him in the beis hakenesses. Then Rav Mendel gathered a minyan of ten to
say Tehillim. Rav Mendel stood behind those ten people, and they put this lady on a chair in the middle of the room. Suddenly she rolled
off the chair and she fell on the ground heavily, and a terrible loud voice came out from her saying, “Shema Yisrael Hashem Elokeinu
Hashem echad.” It was heard in the entire city of Stutchin. Then the fingernail of one of her hands on her pinky popped, the glass in the
window popped, and everything went quiet.

That’s what Rav Eliyahu Hakohen Dushnitzer related to Rav Elyah Lopian, and he said [to Rav Shalom Schwardon] again, “You
could relate this story in my name.”

WANDERING SOULS

Many people think that if they die and they didn’t complete what they had to complete so they come back right away into another
birth, or they get born into an animal. It doesn’t work like that. Sometimes a person has to wander around the world for tens of years
suffering, being accompanied by destroying angels and eventually maybe they go into some kind of an animal or they come back as a
human being. Obviously, if they come back as a human being they have an opportunity to do mitzvos. But if Hashem sees they’re the type
of person who won’t do the mitzvos, Hashem puts them in an animal because then He knows they’ll be safe. If He puts them in a dog or
in a cat then they’re going to be safe.

BEING FOCUSED ON RATZON HASHEM
Hakadosh Baruch Hu wants us to stay focused on our tafkid. People think they can do what they want. I just heard a rav speak about
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one of the terrible, terrible things that came out of the Coronavirus.> There arose in Klal Yisrael mosrim and there were people who went
and were snooping. They couldn’t fargin if anybody was davening. It was like the Spanish Inquisition. And as soon as they found out,
they were taking pictures. At first they said it was goyim who were doing it. Then they said it was not frum Jews. But sadly many frum
Jews whose heads were twisted and they thought they were being osek leshem shamayim became mosrim. They didn’t have a psak from
any adam gadol to be a moser. Because one of their friends who has a few whiskers told them it’s a big mitzvah or some doctor told them
it’s a big mitzvah to tell people about Yidden davening, it doesn’t mean it’s the worst aveirah to daven during the time of the Coronavirus
restrictions.

If you look in Shulchan Aruch Choshen Mishpat (388:10) what it says about mosrim, it’s one of the only sins that someone could
take a life without going to a court.® You don’t need a beis din of chaf gimmel. You have to look in the Shulchan Aruch. I don’t suggest
anybody do that before you ask an adam gadol, but if you look in Shulchan Aruch you’ll see it’s not a simple thing. Everybody thinks it’s
a hefker velt but they don’t even realize, there’s a famous Chasam Sofer in (Drashos, Parshas Eikev) that mentions that during mageifos,
one of the big yetzer haras, the Satan, comes out and he gets people to close down shuls and batei midrashos. That’s part of the mageifah,
he says. The Satan wants to undermine our avodah, to pull the rug out from Klal Yisrael.”

Now, I don’t care that the doctors said it was dangerous. I saw some guy sign a letter that Covid was dangerous. I said, “What kind
of doctor is he?” I was told he was a podiatrist. I said, “A podiatrist?! Are you joking around?!” He’s closing down the shuls here. That’s
who’s running the world. You have to understand this is very not pashut, very not pashut, and they’re fighting it now.

Now, baruch Hashem, the roshei yeshivah and others in Lakewood decided enough is enough. It’s time to daven. And they allowed
minyanim to start all over the place. Tens, if not hundreds of minyanim. I was speaking to somebody and I said, “So why don’t you open
up too?” He said, “Oh no. It’s too dangerous.” I said, “Dangerous? Lakewood is the test. They’re davening for weeks now. Are they dying
like flies like these prophets of doom promised is going to happen?” So you know what the rav answered me? “Lakewood China.” I said,
“Excuse me? You realize what you're saying is ridiculous?” But they don’t want to hear the truth, so they say ‘funny’ comments. Lakewood
China.

RABBI AKIVA EIGER’S PSAK DURING THE CHOLERA

I told somebody, “There is no one in this world today who is as great as Rabbi Akiva Eiger.” The biggest gadol in the world today
doesn’t come to the ankles of Rabbi Akiva Eiger. And Rabbi Akiva Eiger (1761-1837) had the same problem. He lived in the 1830s, during
the Second Cholera Pandemic (1826-1837). That pandemic made Coronavirus look like a silly cold. Nothing in comparison. That was
a killer pandemic, not because Dr. Fauci said so, or some podiatrist said so. It was the facts. In some large European towns more than
50% of the people that got infected died. That’s more than one in two people! Millions upon millions of people died around the world,
including Asia and Europe. But nowhere near the death numbers or the mortality rate of Covid. And there were people in those days who
insisted you have to close down the shuls. It was much more contagious where a person could die very fast. They didn’t have ventilators
in those days. They didn’t have fancy machinery and PPEs and all the other narishkeit. They didn’t have that.

They tried to close down the minyanim and Rabbi Akiva Eiger wrote a letter stating absolutely not to do so. He said, “Absolutely
not.” He said that fifteen people could daven in a shul and they shouldn’t sit next to each other and they should skip one place.® He said,
“We need the shuls to help us stop the epidemic. You want to stop the epidemic? Be marbeh betzedakah.” Afterwards he wrote a letter
that in his city almost no one was affected by this cholera because they listened.® “On Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur,” he said, “there
are two doctors in the shul.” In every shul there are two doctors. He wrote, “If you have the slightest feeling of not being well, run to
the doctors.” If you wait one extra second, it’s pikuach nefashos for others. But if you don’t have anything, you sit and you daven like a
mentsch.

He wasn’t concerned about pikuach nefesh. Rabbi Akiva Eiger didn’t know better scientific information, but he knew about davening.
Afra lepumaya of these shotim who forced rabbanim to sign proclamations against davening. Everybody was quoting a certain posek.
I had somebody call the posek. You know what the posek said? “I don’t have any idea about this virus. I don’t know anything about it.

s This shiur was given on May 19, 2020
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I'm just following what the doctor told me. Call the doctor. Don’t call me.” He was the posek. You know what that is? We live with that
bizayon. You may as well have called the rav half an hour before Shabbos and tell him “It’s pikuach nefesh. We have to close down Klal
Yisrael.” So he’ll say, “Under the circumstances and the pressure. Okay, close it down.”

WE ARE EACH RESPONSIBLE FOR EVERY ACTION

And that’s what a person has to understand. Every ma’aseh that a person does, he’s going to be responsible for. I called a number of
rabbanimin Cleveland and said, “If you’re really so concerned about people’s health, I want to inform you that there are huge supermarkets
that I went to see, to witness. And guess what? They are full of people!” (Before the fifty people rule, there was no limit. The supermarkets
were full of Jews). “Why aren’t you standing over there and telling them there’s a concern?” “Oh.” I said, “Please answer me. How come
a doctor is not standing there and warning people not to go in? You know why? Because he doesn’t care about the supermarkets. His
wife has to go shopping. He’s not going to have his fresh vegetables.” But shuls? I told this rav, “Do you think there’s any possibility that
maybe the doctors don’t appreciate enough the meaning of w»n on»2?” He said, “Oh no! No. Not at all. These doctors know that.” So how
come they’re not by any other business? Of course when I screamed loud enough, eventually they started on the other businesses too.
And then monkey see, monkey do. If one city does it, others have to do it. Everybody’s going to copy. But the first thing that we shut down
was shuls, batei kenesios and talmud Torahs.

Hashem should protect us and watch over us and put this thing behind us quickly and let us get restarted with not having more
korbanos from people who won’t walk into shuls again, and people who won’t walk into batei medrashos again, because I'm sure there’s
going to be a velt of korbanos who are not going to walk into a shul for who knows how long, and I'm sure there’s going to be a velt
of bachurim who are not the strongest of bachurim spiritually who will never go to yeshivah again. They’ll just say, “What do I need
yeshivah for?” It’s ridiculous.

Somebody called me today and said, “Did you hear the last statistic? 82% of Americans don’t want to go back to work! You know
what they want? Monthly stimulus checks.” I'm thinking to myself, “The world has gone nuts. This is what happens when you take them
out of work!” They want to stay home, have a vacation like they never had before, and the government should support them. Hashem
yeshmereinu!

« THEBOTTOMLINE $

The concept of gilgulim is alluded to in the word an®5a in this week’s parsha, when Moshe Rabbeinu was able
to discern the number of person’s gilgulim during the census of Klal Yisroel. The challenge with the concept of
gilgulim is to understand that Hashem created this from the beginning of time to actually help people reach their
life’s mission and to achieve needed purification - despite the long and difficult yessurim that the neshama may
undergo to fulfill its ultimate purpose. With this important background, we have to realize that all of our actions and
decisions - especially those that affect others - carry tremendous responsibilities and consequences. And to make
sure that we are following the ratzon Hashem - to fulfill our own tafkid in this lifetime - we need to make sure that
we have a competent Rav with Da’as Torah at our side, to ask about and clarify regarding life’s important decisions.
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