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‘@% THERIGHT TIME FOR CHUTZPAH §§°

THE MAFILIM MISSED THE MARK

In this week’s parshah, we encounter a game-changing episode in the history of Klal Yisrael. The meraglim, the spies, came
back and gave a bad report about Eretz Yisrael. The consequences were terrible. These great tzaddikim ended up forfeiting their
lives. It caused tremendous issues for Klal Yisrael. The Torah tells us about a group of Yidden who felt very remorseful after the
whole episode came to an end.

The passuk says 1paa mown, they got up the following morning, pashut without making any plans, 2185 970 WX OX dym,
they went up to the top of the mountain saying, 1251 12371, here we are, we’re going to go up (Bamidbar 14:40). As the mefarshim
explain, they wanted to be mesaken the me’uvas, they wanted to correct the mistake. They had taken Moshe’s mussar and the
consequences to heart and they decided they were going to go up b’mesirus nefesh and they were ready to be moser nafsham to
go into Eretz Yisrael, without even joining Moshe and the Ribono Shel Olam. 1xvn 5 ‘1 X WX DIpnA 5X 1151 - “we will go up
the place that Hashem spoke about, because we sinned.” That means, it’s incumbent upon us to be mesaken our cheit regardless
of what the consequences will be because we have to fix up what we did. They went up to the rosh hahar. That was the closest
mountain near them that was in the direction of Eretz Yisrael. Meanwhile, Moshe Rabeinu sees them going and Moshe Rabeinu
appeals to them: ‘f *» nx o™ay onx 11 b - “why are you transgressing against Hashem?” (ibid, v. 41). You are veiter doing an
aveirah. Hashem didn’t tell you to go up, so it’s a compounded aveirah. You didn’t listen to Hashem the first time and now you're
not listening again. This is not a tikun. nb¥n X5 Xy - “you’re not going to be matzliach,” 15yn 5% - “do not go up,” ©oapa 7 PX ™ -
“because Hashem is not in your midst.” Hashem is not with you. You can’t be matzliach without Hakadosh Baruch Hu. 19210 X
DR 1BY - “You're going to fall before the enemy.” (ibid, v. 42). And he detailed that the Amaleikim and the Canaanim are going
to be in front of them. “You are going to fall by the sword because Hashem is not going to give you a yeshuah. Come back.”

Were they deaf? They weren’t deaf. They heard what Moshe said. But they made a cheshbon and they said, “Not always do
you have to listen.”

Rav Tzadok HaCohen (1823-1900), in his sefer Tzidkas HaTzaddik (46:1), explains this as follows.' The gemara (Pesachim
86b) says: X¥n v mwy nan dbya b amxw in 52 - anything the master of the house says to you, you should do, except [when he tells
you] to leave. Even if the baal habayis tells you something - there are rules. Whatever the baal habayis tells you to do, you have
to do. But if he tells you “Tzei,” (leave) you don’t have to listen. He says their cheshbon was that this event was in the category of
“chutz mitzei.” That is how they classified it .

WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THEIR CHUTZPAH?

The passuk states: 27171 wR1 OX nbpd wopm - “and they defiantly went to ascend the top of the mountain” (v. 44). Now, what
does it mean, 15opm ? Rashi says it’s a lashon of chozek.? They were mechazek themselves to not be afraid of Moshe’s words and
they were botei’ach that they were going to be successful. And he quotes a passuk where it says: 1w nw? X5 nbop man - “Behold, the
spirit within him is puffed up, not upright.” (Habakkuk 2:4) This is a quote from the words of the navi regarding Nebuchadnezzar
melech Bavel. It says Nevuchadnezzar’s nefesh was constantly being mechazek itself to be arrogant with a tremendous azus to
seek whatever he desired, so he was never satiated. Rashi says “n%np” comes from a lashon of azus (i.e. impudence). Rashi brings
a number of other sources. 150ym, they had azus, they had chutzpah, 2nn wx 5% nmbp5. And that was their end. That aliyah el rosh
hahar was an aliyah letzorech yerida and they ended up being yored letimyon - go down to the depths.

Now, the she’eileh is, why does the Torah tell us this ma’aseh? Everything in the Torah is horaah - instructional. What’s the
lesson over here?

Rav Tzadok brings down Chazal and says that the mafilim were mischatzfim. X1 Xakn X532 Xmabn Xpyin nww 21 MK - Rav
Sheshes says that chutzpah is monarchy without a crown (i.e., it is an assertion of leadership that lacks only the official coronation
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as king). That is how the gemara in Sanhedrin (105a) describes chutzpah.3 It refers to somebody who takes up the helm of malchus
without being appointed to that position. And Rav Tzadok says a very interesting thing. What was their cheshbon? What were they
thinking? They thought that if they would demonstrate their ratzon chazak to go to Eretz Yisrael, Hashem would say, onx 72 oip
(Bamidbar 20:12). They learned this from Bilaam! Bilaam harasha wanted to go with the people who came to invite him to curse
Klal Yisrael. Hashem told him, “Don’t go. Yes, go. Okay, go.” Now, where did Bilaam learn this secret from? What was Bilaam’s
hava mina to think that if Hashem says, “Don’t go,” he can go and be matzliach? Ein lecha chutzpah gedolah mizos! If Hashem
says, “No” and you say, “Yes, and I'm going to be matzliach,” what are you?! Retarded? I mean, such a thing is not shayach.

So, Rav Tzadok explains that the secret comes from Ikvesa d’Meshicha. That is where this secret has its place. There is a place
in history for this type of chutzpah, and during that time period it’s going to be matzliach. When is that? Be’lkvesa d’Meshicha.
Chazal tell us: xap» XpXIN RMwnT XMApYa - during Tkvesa d’Meshicha chutzpah will increase. That’s what the gemara says in Sotah
(49b).+ Normally, you learn the pshat is that at the time of Tkvesa d’Meshicha, chutzpah will sprout. It’s going to rear its head.
And it’s usually said in a negative tone. But Rav Tzadok tells us, no. There is a makom for chutzpah to be matzliach in the time of
Tkvesa d’Meshicha too. It could be used I'tov u’lera, it could be used for good or for bad.

IKVESA D’MESHICHA - THE RIGHT PLACE FOR CHUTZPAH

Moshe Rabeinu told the mafilim as follows. nb¥n x5 x1m (Bamidbar 14:41). Now, Chazal are medayek in many places where
it says vehi, it means nanx X5 xXn. It means, this won’t be matzliach, but an acheres, some other situation, will be matzliach.
He says, you know when that means? The chutzpah is going to be matzliach in the time of Tkvesa d’Meshicha. That is when the
chutzpah has its place. It’s a tremendous revelation!

We live in an era where the aspect of chutzpah yasgei - the chutzpah is rampant. All around us, are all the porkei ol (people
who throw off the ‘yoke’). Like the navi says in Malachi (3:13-14). The greatest chutzpah is that people will say to Hashem
be’Tkvesa d’Meshicha, “p¥a nm”?5 “What have we gained by keeping Hashem’s charge?” What are we doing wrong? Why should
we follow Hashem? If you follow Hashem, you’re not going to be matzliach. If you go against Hashem, you are matzliach.” Look
at all the oisei resha, all the people doing wicked stuff!? They are getting away with murder. It seems that is where the hatzlachah
is. They say o7pbX Tap X1 - “it’s useless to serve Hashem” (ibid). They are going to say to Hashem in the time of Ikvesa d’'meshicha
that it’s for naught that a person serves Hashem. It’s going to be a topsy turvy era where the people who do resha are going to be
matzliach and the people who do tov will appear not to be matzliach. That is the greatest chutzpah, to say that to Hashem. But at
that time the chutzpah will be matzliach.

Says Rav Tzadok a gevaldige zach. The mafilim were a little bit ahead of their time. That was not the time for the hatzlachah
of chutzpah.

There is a mishnah in Avos (5:5) says: wpni na2 1niaxs 1wp1 o' M. It goes on to list what the 10 daily miracles were. So
exactly do I learn from the fact that there were 10 miracles performed la’avoseinu in the Beis Hamikdash? What shaychus does
it have to me?

So Rav Chaim Volozhiner (Ruach Chaim, ibid) speaks about the concept of the Beis Hamikdash as a place to bring about the
tikun of Klal Yisrael. It was the place that paved the way before Klal Yisrael so that they were able to overcome the challenge of ra.
That was the whole Beis Hamikdash.®

All of these nissim are to show Klal Yisrael the conduct of Hakadosh Baruch Hu with a person when he does the ratzon of
Hashem. When a person wants to do the ratzon of Hashem, Hakadosh Baruch Hu conducts Himself with him lemaaleh min
hatevah, just like Hashem conducted Himself in the Beis Hamikdash. And also so that a person should not say, “I can’t observe
the Torah, I can’t learn Torah, I can’t keep the Torah.” So mishnah teaches us all the things that happened in the Beis Hamikdash
that under normal circumstances should not have happened but still and all, in the Beis Hamikdash, they happened. That is
the lesson, says R’ Chaim Volozhiner, of the Beis Hamikdash. The Beis Hamikdash was our doorway, our window that Hashem
showed us that he was noheg in this world with us shelo kederech hateva if you were mekasher yourself, if you bound yourself to
the ratzon of Hashem.

In ruchniyus a person is able to be matzliach even shelo kederech hateva. Way, way above derech hateva. And that’s why
there were constantly the 10 nissim beMikdash. And that’s why, even though now we don’t have a Beis Hamikdash the Tanaim
taught us about the oo mMivw, because you have to constantly live with this concept that you can overcome nature!

HAVING THE CHUTZPAH TO LIVE ABOVE NATURE

We live in a world where, to many people, it seems impossible to be an ehrliche Yid and have a normal, decent life. Frum life
is expensive. There is schar limud, tuition. There is kosher food. Generally, we Yidden live in the metropolises and everything is
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expensive. In Yerushalayim Ir Hakodesh, apartments cost a fortune. And it’s not full of balabatim. It’s full of yeshivahleit. It’s full
of bnei Torah.

You always marvel — go to the stores over there on erev Shabbos, erev Yom Tov or any other time. The stores, you would
think, are giving the stuff away for free. And they are not tourists. They are Yerushalayimer Yidden. Many times, I stood on the
side and watched the lines and said, “Hashem, this is the proof in the pudding.” Because where do these people get money from? I
can’t imagine. How many times have I sat in Ezras Torah on a bench and looked at the number of apartments that are full of bnei
Torah upon bnei Torah? 1 thought: “Wow, millions.” Millions and millions of dollars of apartments of real estate! Fantabulous
money. One little house, millions of dollars! And it’s one after the next, on top of each other. And every one of these people are bnei
Torah. Of course, the yetzer hara tells you, “Nu, they are probably all schnorers.” But if you get to know them — you know, it’s a
miyuta demiyuta, the people who come to America to collect on occasions such as when they have a wedding are relatively few.

I met a fellow I became close to, a big talmid chacham. He wrote sefarim on Taharos. He has a lot of daughters, and he was
once commiserating with me and I said, “Nu, R’ So-and-So,” I said, “How many times were you in America?” He said, “I never went
to America. I went to a chasunah in America once.” I said, “How did you make all the chasunos?!” I asked him. He said, “I came
to the awareness that the zelbe (same) Ribono Shel Olam that is in America, is in Yerushalayim also and it’s not for me to figure
out how I'm going to take care of my chasunah. Hashem will figure it out. I can’t figure it out. 'm working on learning mesechess
Keilim. That’s my limit.” he says. “To figure out such groisse problemen of how am I going to get money, that is already lemaaleh
mimeni (above my limit),” he says. “Mishnayos, I look it over a few times, I look in the Rishonim, Acharonim and the other
commentaries. Yogata motzasa. But by parnasah it doesn’t say that.” And I did research into this fellow. I have since become a
friend of his. I consider him a good friend. And I said, “I would like to become a shutaf with you, to be zocheh.” His wife actually
cleans the homes of other people for money. Now, if you met her in the street, you would never peg her as somebody who does
such kind of work because she looks quite classy. And she asked my daughter if she can come clean her house. She’s friends with
all my daughters. My daughter said, “Sure, if you don’t mind.” And her husband told me, “My wife always comes back amazed
how poor the Americans are. We live much better than them.” She told her husband, “I open the refrigerator every time I go. It’s
nothing like what we have. The quality of their lifestyle is much less than ours because most Americans live in Eretz Yisrael as
if it’s arai, it’s just a temporary stay, I guess, so they live at a lower level, unless they are settled there.” So she goes to all these
yungerleit’s apartments that are just there temporarily. I said, “Isn’t that amazing? It’s mamash amazing!” You would never find
one of these Americans going and cleaning in people’s houses, but that’s how it is. Each guy is amazed at the other. This is all
lemaaleh miderech hatevah, you should know.

And this maaleh is the maaleh that we have to utilize to exist in this world. Now is the time period for the maafilim. Now is
the time period of azus. Now is the time for us to stand up and say, “Hakadosh Baruch Hu, I am going to dedicate my life to Torah.”

It is mind boggling how many yungerleit I meet in America who dedicate their lives to learning Torah but they have no visible
source of income. I always think of one specific talmid, who is amazingly dedicated to learning Torah. It is a great pride and joy
for me. He doesn’t have a nickel from his in-laws, he doesn’t have a penny from his parents, not a chatzi grush from the day he
got married. I always ask him, “How are you making it?” And he says, “Rebbi, what do you mean? I learned about bitachon from
you.” I said, “You really believe it’s going to happen?” He said, “Yeah.” When he moved to New York, I asked him, “Who is going
to help you now?” He said, “The same Hashem here, can help me there.” I said, “But everything is going to double in price.” It’s
amazing, mamash amazing.

I see it be’emes - it’s aza azus. It’s amazing. He and his wife. It takes aza min chutzpah. It defies all logic. I used to get calls
from people in Lakewood, and I said, “How did you get married? How did you decide to sit and learn? What money did you have?
How are you going to start off? You need something.” And this guy doesn’t even have that. That’s the pele. Sometimes the wife
works and brings something, so you can be toleh it epes on something. I'm not talking about fancy jobs. I tell you, it’s mamash
beyond belief.

A person has to know, we’re in Ikvesa d’Meshicha. And in Tkvesa d’Meshicha, the whole ruach hachutzpah of the dor is to
be poirek the ol and say, today it doesn’t pay to be loyal to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. But these people utilize this chutzpah to grow
in ruchnius and to serve Hashem.

FOR TORAH AND KEDUSHAH: HA’AKSHAN YATZLIACH

There is a famous episode with a talmid of the Gr”a, R’ Yoel. He was a person who conducted himself with extreme prishus.
And he was struggling. The yetzer hara was mamash coming at him moradig, moradig. He came to the Vilna Gaon and the Vilna
Gaon told him, “Don’t worry, ha’akshan yatzliach. If you're going to be stubborn and you’re going to be a mechutzaf, you're going
to be matzliach, even shelo kederech hatevah.”

And every one of our parents asks us, “So how are you going to make it? How are you going to pay for the bris? How are you
going to pay for the bar mitzvah? How are you going to pay for the chasunah? How are you going to pay for your rent?” Every
time I ask, “Do you have HUD (a type of housing assistance in the US)?” “No, we don’t have HUD.” Many don’t have a HUD. I
mean, that’s a big bite. If the husband goes to learn in a few kollelim, and they rely on Hashem that every time different things will
happen shelo kederech hateva to help them to survive - that is the chutzpah that we need to employ in this era.

The chutzpah is, even though bederech hatevah it doesn’t seem like it’s the normal righteous thing to do, to go bederech
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Hashem and commit yourself to a life of sacrifice and a life without parnasah, af al pi kein, it’s shayach.

A lady called me up, she is in her 40s, and she has a large family. Her husband learns. Her husband is a chashuve talmid
chacham. 1 said, “Is he really pounding? Is your husband still into it 100%?” She said, “110%. He’s always learning, nonstop.
Shabbos, Yom Tov, bein hazmanim, bein hasedarim. Always.” Wow. And she has a business in her house. She works very hard,
many hours. And she wanted to know, what’s going to be with going further. So I said, “Did you go to his rosh yeshivah?” “Yeah,
we went to the rosh yeshivos. We had meetings with the rosh yeshivos.” So what did they tell you? “Continue learning. Yiheyeh
tov.” It’s amazing. That’s a chutzpah. Most people say, “I can’t handle that, I can’t do that. You've got to be practical. You've got to
think of how are you going to make it in the future.”

You have to know, that is the koach of the mafilim. When everybody tells you, “Vehi lo titzlach,” you're going to say, “No, no,
hi lo titzlach — aval bizman acher titzlach! Bizman ikvesa d’Meshicha tiztlach!”

Bilaam thought he could push Hashem, he could get Hashem to do something against His ratzon, against the teva. And the
mafilim also thought so. Moshe told them, “Not now, n¥n K> xi1.” If you look around in this generation and you pay attention,
you see that.

R’ Moshe Feinstein writes in a teshuvah (Igros Moshe, Yoreh Deah, helek daled, siman 36:1) the following: there is no such
thing that a person has to leave limud Torah because of money.” You leave Torah because you don’t want to learn anymore. It’s
hard for you to learn. You never committed, you're struggling with the learning. But you don’t leave Torah because of parnasah. I
remember reading that teshuvah over a few times and saying to myself, “Wow, it’s a pretty big statement to say.” I always thought
that many people left their learning because they couldn’t make it anymore. No, that’s not why you leave. Because in ruchniyus the
rule of thumb is, ha’akshan matzliach, the determined person will be successful. This is where you have to be mischatzef.

You look back at all those yungerleit, those pioneers who began the kollel network that we know today, in the Ashkenazic
community, in the Sefardishe community. Even by some Chassidim they have kollelim. It’s mavil al harayon thinking about
the pioneers who started it off - but the concept took root. It was a bigger chiddush than thinking you can establish real Torah
in America. But now, any chatzi yeshivah man, any half-decent, half-baked bachur goes to kollel somewhere, he sits and learns
in kollel after he gets married. Nowadays, if a guy says he’s going to work after he gets married. What do you do? You raise your
eyebrows and say, “What?! You want to work?! What’s your problem?! Is your wife forcing you to go to work?” “No, I'm going to
work.” Nebach.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu should help us key into this koach of azus and utilize this koach of azus for ruchniyus, to stand tall and
proud on the side of Hashem. And then Hashem will perform for us nissim like He did in the Beis Hamikdash, shelo kederech
hateva.
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« THEBOTTOMLINE §

Rav Tzadok taught us that the cheshbon of the mafilim - in trying to be mesaken the chet of meraglim and to
go up to Eretz Yisroel regardless of consequences - was in the category of “X¥n yin,” whereby they demonstrated
a middah of azus and chutzpah. They learned this middah from Bilaam and thought that if they exerted a strong
ratzon to go to Eretz Yisroel, Hashem would agree with their plan, even in the face of Moshe’s warning that they were
violating Hashem’s will. But as Rav Tzadok explains, the mafilim were ahead of their time and had miscalculated
when they should have used their middah of chutzpah - as it was not the time of Tkvesa d’Meshicha. The biggest
chutzpah during the Ikvesa d’Meshicha, as the navi Malachi tells us, will be a rebellion against Hashem’s ratzon
that will be fueled by witnessing the prosperity and successes of those who rebel against Him. Needless to say, we
are living in tumultuous times full of that chutzpah right now. But what the mafilim couldn’t accomplish then, we
can do today - because now, the time is right! If we can tap into their koach of azus and chutzpah and use it [l'tov,
to dedicate ourselves to more Torah and mitzvos - in the face of seemingly never-ending moral degradation of our
society (and even the criticism and cynicism of our own fellow Yidden who don’t share our Torah values) - we can
succeed shelo kederech hatevah! Hashem will be behind our efforts if we demonstrate that ratzon to serve Him,
despite the challenges and the naysayers. This incredible message is hinted to in the word, 12'niax®, regarding the
10 miracles of the Beis Hamikdash, according to R’ Chaim Volozhin. This coming week, whether I am traveling for
business and find myself in less than an ideal environment, or I whether I am zoiche to sit in the beis medrash, I
will try to demonstrate this middah of using chutzpah (at least privately to myself) in one small area of my Avodas
Hashem and will say, “I will go up,” 15p1 1237 9nKX5 977 WRA 5x 15pn! Because this time around - the time for such
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