16l

olGHOS YISROEL

Sponsorhip Available

1717 w19

o{ PARNASSA & HISHTADLUS %o

[——

FROM THE SHIURIM OF

HARAV YISROEL BROG "o
ROSH HAYESHIVA, YESHIVAS TIFERES AVIGDOR
GRANDSON OF HARAV HAGAON AVIGDOR MILLER, ZT"L




\‘akeWOod new YOr/r
‘b&é"

@

ANY N2 N2 NPT DNIYY NI MY Available
- N -

M%mi v etz Yisrog /

Available NI Y2 Y9 NPY) NYYY

NOW AVAILABLE IN ERETZ YISROEL

Call or Email For Location and Additional Distribution Questions

OﬂSORSHIP OPPORTUN]T[

SN Ly

(¢)

PILLAR SPONSORSHIP $25,000 j

SEFER SPONSORSHIP $5000 j

PARSHA SPONSORSHIP $400 j

KCORPORATE SPONSORSHIP - $500/m0ﬂ

TO SPONSOR: YTATORAH.ORG | QUICK PAY/ZELLE: YTATORAH@GMAIL.COM
SUBSCRIBE TO SICHOS YISROEL
VISIT: YTATORAH.ORG OR EMAIL: YTATORAH@GMAIL.COM
TO RECEIVE BEFORE SHABBOS

DISTRIBUTED IN
ATLANTA | BALTIMORE | BAL HARBOUR | BELLE HARBOR | BOCA RATON
BROOKLYN | CHICAGO | CINCINNATI | CLEVELAND | CLIFTON | DALLAS | DETROIT
DEAL | DENVER | FLATBUSH | FAR ROCKAWAY | JACKSON | KENSINGTON
LAKEWOOD | LOS ANGELES | PASSAIC | MIAMI BEACH | MONSEY
MINNEAPOLIS | NORTH MIAMI BEACH | SURFSIDE | SCRANTON

TO RECEIVE SICHOS YISROEL IN THE US, CALL OR TEXT 440.525.3337

TO RECEIVE SICHOS YISROEL IN ERETZ YISROEL, CALL 058.328.0814
*CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP REQUIRES 6 MONTH COMMITMENT



CDCO)GD
HARAV YISROEL BROG, SHLITA | O0SH HAYESHIVA, YESHIVAS TIFERES

AVIGDOR | SHIUR PRESENTED IN 5779

A ROAD MAP TO DEAL WITH CHALLENGES

These parshiyos deal with the development of our Avos, and
the common theme between all the challenges that Hashem put
our Avos through is Emunah. Throughout our lifetime, challenges
never cease. You should know that each one of us, in some form
or fashion, endures the ten nisyonos of Avraham Avinu. And if we
study these nisyonos, and how Avraham Avinu passed all of them,
we can chart a course - for ourselves and in our own lives - to deal
with our challenges.

In this week’s parsha, the Torah tells us that Avraham Avinu was
challenged with a milchama, a war. It was a world war, a massive
battle. And at the end, Avraham encountered Melech Sedom in one
of the pits. Avraham told him to come out (he couldn’t come out
naturally). When Avraham tells you that you are coming out, rest
assured you are coming out! When Melech Sedom came out from
that deep pit he told Avraham Avinu as follows:

T2 MR WA W93T 07 10 073X X 0T TR pRn

“The king of Sodom said to Avraham, ‘Give me back the people
- the captives - and take all the assets for yourself’” (Bereishis
14:21-22). It's interesting that he didn’t think to beg for his own
life because usually when you are in a battle with somebody, you
tell the guy who you defeated, “"Ok, hand me your head now, I
want to wear it around my belt.” But melech Sedom didn’t even
think that Avraham was going to let him out. His only sheila was
that he wanted to get back the people. The Torah continues:

YIN) DY IR PPy 98 98 0Ty Cnivg D79 TR 98 0738 nNn

“And Avram said to the king of Sodom, “I swear to Hashem,
God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth.” Avraham said
»72 'nir1g - which is a lashon of shvuah (oath), according to Rashi,
as if to say, "I raise my hands to Hashem the yx) oy mip - the
One Who acquires and owns the shamaim and ha’aretz.” He was
emphasizing to Melech Sedom that, “"Don’t think that Hakodosh
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Boruch Hu created the earth and he granted it to the inhabitants
of this earth. Hashem created this earth and He was n1p (acquired)
shamaim and ha‘aretz, so everything really belongs to Hashem, 'a>
axiom yaxa (Tehillim 24:1). But what He did is that He only shared
the yax with o7y °33, as it says oy °137 103 v¥m (Tehillim 115:16)."

WHO IS THE REAL CHASSID?

You know, sometimes a father buys his child a car and he
grants him the car, and sometimes the father lends him the car
and says, “You can use my car.” It's interesting that when Hashem
said that yax owv mip - “everything belongs to Me,” Avraham took
that quite literally, as he said that even a shoelace doesn’t belong
to him: 7% 2wx San npx ox bv1 7ivw 701 vinn ox - "I will not take so much
as a thread or a sandal strap of what is yours” (Bereishis 14:23).
"I won't take any financial benefit whatsoever, and if you want to
give me money from your storehouses, I won't take it,” as Rashi
explains. So Avraham went out of his way to detail that he won't
take anything from Melech Sedom, and he even said a shvuah that
he won't take it! So the question is why not? Avraham Avinu was
the winner of that war, and according to the rules of conquest, the
winner owns everything he conquered. So why wouldn’t Avraham
take it?! So the next verse (23) says: 07328 DX °AIWyY7 "X XD X9 -
“So that you should not say you made me wealthy.” What does
that mean? What’s the big deal if the Melech says that? Avraham
said that Hashem had given him a brachah that he would become
wealthy and Hashem would give him power to bless others, mm
7273, as Rashi says (Bereishis 12:3).* Hashem will grant him “ko/
tuv” (all good) and if he were to take it from Melech Sedom, it
would diminish the kavod (honor) of Hashem, because he’d be able
to say, "I gave him that money.” Even though Avraham won the
war by the koach of Hashem - nevertheless, m8n X7, "I don’t want
there to be any diminishing in k'vod Shamayim.”

That's lesson number one - Avraham Avinu exemplifies a
tremendous misdas hachassidus. He was a true chassid, a chassid
amiti. What is the attribute of Chassidus? The Mesilas Yasharim
explains - that to be a true chassid, you have to do chessed.?
With whom do you have to do Chessed? Chessed with Hashem.
How does a person do that? He seeks to increase k’vod Shamayim
wherever he finds it possible, and he attributes everything to
Hashem. So if Avraham Avinu wanted to do chessed with Hashem,

(721 nwXN2) YONA AWK NX 77120 ANX WIUM AN DR N33 ST PR WOY T 57T ninng nisnan
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he had to say to Melech Sedom that he wouldn't take a penny from
him because if he would be able to say that he got his money from
the Melech Sedom, that would diminish the k'vod of Hashem. If he
got his wealth from the king’s coffers, that would diminish k’vod
Shamayim.

ADVANCING THE KAVOD OF HASHEM

This is a very high and lofty thought, because most of us are
totally preoccupied with our own kavod and doing what we want
for ourselves, to advance our pleasure, our honor - from morning
till night. But it would be good to be aware of the fact that it is a big
madreiga to advance the kavod of Hashem. A lot of us think that
Hashem doesn’t need our kavod, and the truth is that He doesn’t!
Hashem’s needing of our kavod would be like me needing kavod
from a speck of dust that I see on the floor! Could you imagine
someone picking up a piece of dust from the floor and studying it
carefully, when someone says to him, “What are you doing?” and
the guy responds, “You know, I am trying to figure out how this
speck of dust can give me kavod.” You should know that us giving
Hashem kavod is even less than that! You know why? Because
a speck of dust is a separate entity from myself. But I am not a
separate entity from Hashem - I am just a figment of Hashem’s
imagination. So how can I even think that Hashem gets or needs
kavod from me?! But we have to know Hashem did one of the
greatest chassadim (kindnesses) by saying ww> m22 1% 25w (Bircas
Krias Shema), which the Gr”a explains to mean that the ultimate
2w that Hashem exhibits is that He created (73%:) honor (m23) for
His name (»myY). Meaning, that Hashem created a creation - me -
which is less than a figment of His imagination, less than a piece
of dust, and He gave me the ability to be 72on Him!

There are some people who go through their entire lives without
ever once being machabed Hashem! Ask yourself when was the
last time you thought of doing something to honor Hashem. Has
there been one action on your part, or has there been one aveira
that you tried to avoid because of the kavod of Hashem? Has there
been one act of mitzva that you have done just for the kavod of
Hashem? You should know that this is part of the avodah of a yid.
So, let’s say you are doing mitzvos for your own “brownie points,”
for your own Olam Haba, or you avoid aveiros because you don’t
like to get "smacked” - that is also a level (because you are earning
sechar and you accumulate zechusim and then you could then get
benefits on the credit card). But you should also think that, "I am
doing something for the kavod of Hashem!” So try to refrain from
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doing something wrong not only because you are afraid of the
consequences, but do it also because of Hashem’s honor. This one
tremendous lesson from this pasuk.

THE MALBIM’S AMAZING PESHAT

The second lesson from this passuk is from the Malbim, who
says when the Torah writes: ojax nx °nwy7 "1 XN X9 - it doesn’t
mean that you, Melech Sedom, shouldn’t say that you made me
rich; rather Avraham Avinu was to his own handsStrong hands
represent the koach of war, as we see from Eisav. And as we know,
Chazal teach us that Avraham Avinu threw dirt at his enemy during
the war, which miraculously turned into arrows. So he could have
said: “I just won this battle and I acquired all these trophies of
Sedom, and these hands brought this about. These hands had the
amazing strength to kill my enemies. These were the hands that
brought about my victory and made me rich.” But Avraham Avinu
knew that he was a shliach from Hashem and he didn’t think for
a second that it was him. So what he said was: “I raise my hands
(>12 °niaq7) to Hashem, and I say, ‘No, it wasn’t my hands that made
me wealthy. It was only Hashem who made me win the battle. It
was only Him Who made me rich.”3

PROFESSION IS NOT WHAT BRINGS PARNASSA!

We see that this is the biggest challenge for a person when he
goes to work. Everyone of us believes, foolishly, that “some people
have it and some don’t have it.” A lady with a professional degree
recently called me to ask about a couple with marital issues that
she was working to help. The husband is sitting in learning, and his
wife has a job. And this professional therapist called me and said,
“Rabbi Brog, you know how it is in Lakewood. It's a major problem
because most people don’t have a profession and most of them
therefore don’t have parnassa. It's a big problem.”

I regret that I got into it with her. I should have just hung up
the phone right then and there, but because she was asking to
save that couple's marriage, I heard her out. This professional was
a very frum person, but she was making me nauseous. She truly
believed that the reason she had parnassa is because she is one of
the professionals and she believed that most people in Lakewood
who don’t have a parnassa is because they are not professionals.
Believing that a profession is what gives a person parnassa is
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an absolute narishkeit and kefira! And Avraham Avinu said to
Hashem, “I am picking up my hands to You. I am not going to
say, ‘Ah, Baruch Hashem, these hands brought me the parnassa!”
You can’t even say, “This hand brought me this parnassa!” The
hand doesn’t bring parnassa, Hashem brings you parnassa! So
you may ask yourself a question, “Ay, but everyone knows you
need a profession to make parnassa?” No, the way it works, is
that every Rosh Hashanah, Hakodosh Boruch Hu decides how
much money you will have, whether it comes through your wife or
you - it makes no difference, Hashem has many ways of getting
people parnassa, and professions do not bring parnassa! I know
it's a difficult thing for people to swallow, because they’'ve been
educated, over and over, with this notion that profession brings
parnassa and not Hashem. They say, “Look, but this guy has a
good profession, and he has a nice parnassa!” But their mistake is
that they are reading this incorrectly. Hakodosh Boruch Hu decided
that this person is going to have a good parnassa so therefore
He guided this person to a good profession. But even if the wife
wouldn’t work in her great profession, for whatever reason, they
would still make ends meet. I get these calls all the time. People
ask me, “Is it okay if I work less because I am overworked and I
have a family to raise, but we need a parnassa?” And I tell them
every time, “There’s no sheila about it. You can work less because
it’'s not your parnassa that brings you money!” Then they start
making these cheshbonos, “Yeah, but I am an hourly employee.”
I say, “I am talking to a wall.. You are foolish - that’s not how the
system works. I know you were brought up thinking that way,
but it’s not how it works. A person has parnassa only because
Hashem decides. So if you work less, it's fine, but it's only fine if
you believe that this parnassa comes from Hashem. If you believe
that it comes from your ‘hands,” and you work less, you won't
make more money! You will shut the ‘faucet’ offl”

But there are some people who like to know upfront how it is
going to work out. You are not going to know. That’s what a person
has to understand. There are rishonim who say that if a person
wouldn’t go to work, he would have parnassa. Parnassa and going
to work have absolutely no relationship to one another, according
to all opinions! No shaychus. And if a person knew that, he would
not spend so much effort on his work. He would spend more time
on his Avodas Hashem. The velt has it all mixed up. So, if you ask
the world, "Why are you so busy and overworked?” They say, “I
have to make parnassa.” Nu. The Gemora (Berachos 33b) says:
oY NRYPn TN ,0mY 0702 953, and the Chidushei HaRim (R’ Yitzhak Meir
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Alter, 1799-1866) says, that the velt makes a mistake in these
two ideas of omy nxy and oy 12 %53; they mix them up and are
machapech them.*

Every Rosh Hashana your parnassa is decreed for the whole
year: 1"y 1 a"m % pawp o Yw rmnm (Beitzah 16a), and if a person
would be wise, he would spend his whole Elul preparing for Rosh
Hashanah to get his parnassa raised - because that's when it's
being raised. You know that many businesses give out end-of-the-
year bonuses, and before the end of the year, everybody is trying
to figure out and tussle how big their bonuses are going to be. "How
can I get a bigger bonus?” But you should know that this end-of-
the-year bonus was already decided on prior Rosh Hashanah, so
what are you doing all this tussle for?

THE-END-OF-THE YEAR BONUS

An employer once told me that he wasn’t going to give an
end-of-the-year bonus to one of his employees - a fellow whom
I knew. The boss told me that this employee was a lazy guy, and
that he wasn’t “into it.” So I called up the guy and told him, “I want
you to know. Are you looking for a bonus? It's not coming, but the
reason why it’s not coming is not the reason that they will give
you. They are saying that the reason why it’s not coming is that
you are not committed enough to your company, but the emes is
that it’s not like that. Hashem decided you are not getting a bonus
this year, and He “took some air out your tires,” and that’s why you
are not committed! Now, they will give you the whole shmooze of
how lazy you are, and they will point out all your faults, and they
will say, ‘You should know that had you been committed, you could
have gotten $25,000-$30,000 more in bonus like the guy next
to you got.” And you will be disappointed.” I told him, “Don’t be
disappointed. That's the story of your life. You are always Johnny-
come-lately, but it's because Hashem doesn’t want you to have
this parnassa, that's why you end up lazy!”

4 mmn Tona ow oSwnw an oMaT aw et [25 o mnw] 9nnbarn awx ondbn nx IR pnb 00T nnwnd
P5wR KR 729K 72 Mwpb MEY 2wnm 1nonD NK 57N AR TR 591 ,0“wn A KN eme mn Lnenb pvw
‘i (207 0Ma7) w0 0T Awa a mhn awR nwn nmap a5 one ns b3 1neanna pow pa an ‘nby
23t P n“wn by ban phwn L, (25 MNa) Dmw RN YIN DM A S IRTD DR 1 qayn HXw TRdX
152 fmrT X by K501 1T 210 M) (270 mmx ‘D) Lara bSo pow K Hax ,nara waba jm nbona noa
nno X171, (R2nR naa) 99 Sawnb panb na 1aba 1M ,Dmw IR Y MmN DMwpan NIR X Awp SN n“nna
WHan DIRW 1T ,0MWw 12 5on 13 R w1h IR LT (1e5 X21) 9911081 102K 12253 own inmna pab
NRM YN RS IRD XY PRDRWN 1B 00 ¥ W DX DMWY TTA KIS0 PR Na wRan anR nCapn nxn
NX7? 92015 10" 0P INSHN 2w KD Nva X DMW NXA? 1253 10w wan 25 532 n“rwn nXn wpan oIX oRY ,0mw

omw]

6 1515 nwad Brawr mw



YOUR WIFE’S MERITS BRING YOU PARNASSA!

Someone came to the Brisker Rav and said, “I know a guy
who’s lazy and doesn’t want to work.” The Brisker Rav said, “No,
Hashem decided on Rosh Hashanah that this guy shouldn’t make
money, and they ‘zey gisn blay in der oder’ - they spilled some
lead into his veins to make him sluggish and lazy.” So the wife
blames the husband, but the emes is, and this is what I tell many
wives: “You should blame yourself, because the Gemora says that
the parnassa comes to a man b’zechus his wife (Bava Metzia 59a),°
so maybe if you had more zechusim, your husband would have
more parnassa. But you rag on him instead of ragging on yourself.
Look in the mirror, that’s one of the sources of a person not having
parnassa.” This is a very important yesod that a person has to
know.

I hear people often tell me, “I can’t learn these days, I am
busy with parnassa.” This is very disheartening. Says the Chidushei
HaRim (ibid), that when it comes to Yiras Shamayim, it says
(Devarim 10:12), ax? ox *» Jayn %% P28 ‘7 an - what does Hashem
want from you? ax» ox %3, to only fear Him. But when it comes to
parnassa, it says, onv 12 993. It doesn’t depend on your effort - it
was already predetermined in Shamayim. But what does the whole
world do? Just the opposite! When it comes to Yiras Shamayim,
people say, “omy >72 953. Oh, Hashem will take care of it. I am
boteach that Hashem is going to take care of it. I am boteach
on Hashem that it's going to work out.” But when it comes to
parnassa, people say they have to exert themselves.

The Chovos HalLevavos (Introduction to Sha’ar HaBitachon)
writes:

1D T1aNY QOPORAT NATA2 RDR IRINA 1IRA 1770700 XY PRa L 20N XY 72073 0D
a1 90w AT udW DOPYR OD 2°77 127N KDY 2 X¥mn X2 (-1 v 2°90n) nRw
1971 MIMIn 1 Y 01X RwT Mk (2 30 2°9n) Ry o0

Because the choice of occupation will neither increase nor
decrease the income he will earn unless G-d decreed so, as it says
“For it is not from the east or from the west, neither from the
desert does elevation come. But G-d judges; He lowers this one
and elevates that one." (Tehillim 75:7), and "He causes me to lie
down in green pastures; He leads me beside still waters" (Tehilim
23:2).

MWRI2) MR MR Sawa XOK 0TX Hw a2 Tina anen 1513 PRY AWK TA5a A1 DR X 09w 1abn 1K 5
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So when I hear people tell me that they want to take a second
job, I tell them, “Are you out of your mind?! 1pn2 2 3°o1n &> - the
second job that you want to take is not going to add anything to
your bottom line! ophxn na1aa x9%. There is no reason and no logic to
where parnassa comes from - not from the mizrach, not from the
maariv, not from the midbar, o an 9w ar vow o'phx °> - but only
from Hashem'’s decree!” Now, most people like to learn Chovos
Halevavos many times, but they don’t learn this introduction very
well. They stop at that line. If they learned it 500 times, they would
get this into their kishkes, and they wouldn’t need the rest of
Shaar Habitachon. In perek gimmel, Chovos Halevavos writes that
if a person finds that he has certain natural talents and abilities
for certain jobs, and he can handle the tircha, he should try to
utilize that to bring his parnassa; however, he should not become
disheartened or upset when it seems that, even after being in this
line of work, he does not make enough money:

KWW M1, NIRRT MNN0? NI aMDI OTR 12 MTA R¥AN 17 10077 90N
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Similarly you will find among human beings character traits and
body structures suited for certain businesses or activity. One who
finds his nature and personality attracted to a certain occupation,
and his body is suited for it, and that he will be able to bear its
demands - he should pursue it, and make it his means of earning a
livelihood, and he should bear its pleasures and pains, and not be
upset when sometimes his income is withheld, rather let him trust
in G-d that He will support him all of his days.

What you have to do is trust Hashem and He will provide you
with your parnassa all the days of your life.

THE WORDS OF WISDOM FROM THE STEIPLER GAON

Now, let’s huddle around and go for a little visit to the Steipler
Rov, a gaon, a gadol, a tzaddik, an oved Hashem from Bnei Brak, the
father of Rav Chaim Kanievsky. Imagine we are invited for a little
sit down around his table, where he’s going to give us some words
of chizuk. I am going to share with you those words of chuzuk now.
Says the Steipler, zt”l, “...all the actions (hishtadlus) of a man and
his strategies, will not help him, even in the slightest, whether to
increase (his parnassa) or detract from what was decreed for him
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on Rosh Hashanah” (Bircas Peretz).®

I have known a certain fellow for twenty years. This fellow is
absolutely brilliant, b’emes. He understands business, he has a
good degree. And he comes up with great business ideas. In the
beginning, he used to run his ideas by me. I am telling you, most
people who run their business ideas by me, their ideas belong in
the suggestion box that they put in the beis hakiseh. But this guy
had brilliant ideas, I am telling you, and for every one of them, I
told him, “This is gold! This is the money maker!” He did thorough
research, he always lined up his ducks in a row. He always studied
and presented his ideas in this way. And a lot of times, he took
other people into his business. And whoever went into business
with him, made a fortune. And this fellow made nothing, year after
year! I told him, “I've been watching you for many years, and your
ideas are wonderful, but Hashem is not giving you parnassa from
them.”
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“IT’S ALL MY WIFE’S FAULT”

Eventually, he decided that the reason he was not making
parnassa was his wife’s fault! I told him, “Are you joking?! Of all
the brilliant things I heard from you, this is the stupidest thing
I've heard from a human being! What are you talking about?!”
He explained that his wife makes all the parnassa designated for
them, and she didn’t care that he didn't go to work - this never
bothered her at alll She was a tzadeikes in this area. And she
“pours” the money on this guy. He got so eaten up by it that he
thought it was all her fault that he didn’'t have a parnassa. He
said, “If I would leave her, then I would mamish be matzliach,
because now Hashem would have to filter some money for me.” I
said to him, “"Maybe you are living off your wife?! Maybe Hashem
gives your wife parnassa for her, and you just happen to be lucky
because you are in her shadow, and maybe your entire source of
parnassa is from being in her shadow?” No. He decided to test it.
And one fine day, the guy picked himself up and disappeared! So
first he went out of the city, then, when the city wasn’t cutting
it for him, he left the state. He must have sent me hundreds of
texts. Then, unbeknownst to me, he came to the conclusion that
living out of state wasn’t good enough, so he decided to leave the
country. His wife was such a tzadeikes, that she was supporting
him unbeknownst to him. She told me one time to send him a
message that money came in from the government, but it was
really all her - just to create this bubba maise to give him some
base support.

So the guy had this little base support, but the real bucks
came from her. I asked him, “Are you making money now?” He told
me, “Now, I am going to be matzliach - you are going to see.” The
project bombed on its face, and it went from bad to worse. I wanted
to take the guy and bang his head against a brick wall! Fighting
Hashem, struggling and wrestling Him! I am telling you the guy is
super-talented in so many different areas, it's just amazing. He's
extremely intellectual! But like the Steipler says, v &%, “it’s not
going to help.” I told him, “You’ve got to beseech Hashem on erev
Rosh Hashana that somehow Hashem should change his decree of
parnassa. But after knowing you well for so many years, I don’t
expect it to change. This may be your lot in life.”

I am just reading you from this Steipler. And then the Steipler
adds, “It's possible that if a person sees that he doesn’t have a
good parnassa, he can change that through tefillah or acquiring
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zechuyos (merits), then he can change his decree. And if you ever
see a person who's successful from the business that he opened,
and he made it, you have to know it was only because it was
already decreed from Heaven, before he went into that business,
that it should be that way. And you should know that even if he
would not have gone into that business, it would have come to him
regardless, in some form or another.”

But then he adds another piece. Someone might say, “"But I
know a certain person for whom it wasn't decreed for good, but he
got a job and he made money.” So the Steipler says, that there is
a concept of a person for whom it was not decreed from Heaven
to make money, and the person “struggled with Hashem” and he
made money. They allowed him from Heaven to be successful. You
hear this? This is an amazing Steipler! However, he says, the guy
will not end up winning because these are ill-gotten gains, and he's
going to lose the exact amount of pleasure (corresponding to his
gain) in some other place, more than he deserved. Let’s say, for
example, if it was decreed from Heaven that a person was supposed
to have nachas from his children, and this person decided to make
parnassa. He read Forbes magazine, he read other books on how
to become a millionaire, and now he made money. All of a sudden,
Hashem says, “"This money was not decreed for you, so now you
will lose out by having tzar gidul banim.” Hashem will take the
exact amount of hanoah that he had because m>mnwn ow v &Y >
POy MW nn °pon awn nawb, “because no amount of hishtadlus will
help him to change anything that was already decreed upon him.”

SPECIAL WASHING MACHINES OF BNEI BRAK

I heard the following from Rav Schach, zt”l. He said that he
tells the yungerleit not to get side jobs because “dos helft nisht,”
it doesn’t help. And then he noticed that the yungerleit who take
side jobs, their fridges and washing machines break more often!
I was once reading an article published by an electric company in
Eretz Yisrael, which was talking about how it's a miracle that given
the size of families in Bnei Brak and the usage of washing machines
- they don’t break down every day! These are not commercial
washing machines. These are regular washing machines made
for families with 1 2 kids in Eretz Yisrael, where they make a
wash once a week, and that's all. But these Bnei Brak machines
are going 24 hours a day, and they don’t break! So they brought
this up to Rav Aron Leib Shteinman, zt”l, and he said, “Avade, of
course!” But if you look in the other cities where there are not
many yeshiva-lite, these machines break much more often. The
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lesson is that Hashem finds where to collect from you. These are
just a few short words from the Steipler, but they are extremely
powerful and potent. Try to get this into your kishkes and try to
absorb this. At least try to become aware of this and understand
how the system works.
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g THE BoTTOM LINE §§

When Avraham Avinu said to Melech Sedom, x%
0728 DX °pwya CiX men, he meant that since everything
in the world belongs to Hashem, he wouldn’t even take
his rightful war spoils - because that would diminish
kavod Shamayim, being that Hashem had promised to
make him wealthy. This was the midda of chassidus of
Avraham Avinu - to attribute everything to Hakodosh
Boruch Hu. This is called “doing chessed” with Hashem.
Another message in the words of ny "»mwys "1x K0 ¥9)
072y, is that it wasn’t Avraham's hishtadlus that brought
about his wealth, but only Hashem'’s decree. Attributing
our success in business to our professional degrees,
education, work experiences, or various networks or
connections, is one of the biggest struggles we face when
we go out to work. But as the Torah teaches us in this
pasuk, our profession is not what brings us parnassa,
rather it is Hashem who decides on Rosh Hashanah
how our parnassa will come about and then guides
us to a particular profession, project, assignment, or
opportunity, etc. Parnassa is truly in the category of %53
onY °712 - in the hands of Heaven, as the Steipler Gaon
explains, while our spiritual endeavors - or our pursuit
of yiras shamayim - is in the category of ony nxn v,
as its attainment is mainly rooted in our own efforts.
No amount of hishtadlus, no matter how innovative and
ingenious, will help us in the slightest degree to increase
the parnassa that was decreed on Rosh Hashana. And
even when Heaven allows us to make some “ill-gotten
gains” through our extra hishtadlus, we could eventually
lose an equal amount of pleasure, corresponding to that
gain, in some other area of our life. This week, as we
read Parshas Lech Lecha, I will contemplate (bli neder)
on Hashem being the true source of my parnassa, and
try to focus on Hashem as the source of my successes,
several times during my work week.
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