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NEIGHBORLY ATTACHMENT 
The story of Korach is an amazing story of how an individual who was 

of the greatest of the great fell. To say someone is great is nice, but to be 
great among greats is a much more difficult challenge. The Torah says: וַַיִִּקַַּח 
 ,And Korach“ ,קְֹרְַח בְֶּן יִצְְהָָרְ בְֶּן קְְהָָת בְֶּן לֵֶוִַי וְַדָָתָן וַַאֲבִֵירְָם בְְּנֵֵי אֱלִֶיאָבֵ וְַאוֹן בְֶּן פֶֶּלֶֶת בְְּנֵֵי רְְאוּבֵֵן
son of Yitzhar son of Kehas son of Levi, took for himself, along with Dasan 
and Aviram, sons of Eliav, and On son of Peles - descendants of Reuven” 
(Bamidbar 16:1). So Rashi says that because shevet Reuven were neighbors 
to Kehas and his children - since they resided next to each other in the midbar 
- they joined Korach in the machlokes: ַֹאוֹי לֶָרְָשְָׁע אוֹי לִֶשְְׁכֵֵנֵו, “woe on to the rasha 
and woe on his neighbor.”1 

Now, you have to analyze this Rashi. It doesn’t say that since they were 
friends they were influenced. It doesn’t say they learned together. It doesn’t 
say they joined together for any undertaking. What it says is that they were 
neighbors, and because they were neighbors, they joined the machlokes of 
Korach. This is a very big principle and a very frightening idea. Chazal tell us: 
 It’s a famous Chazal. Now, what I always thought growing up .ֹאוֹי לֶָרְָשְָׁע אוֹי לִֶשְְׁכֵֵנֵוַ
was that this means that if you have neighbors, since you play with them, you 
hang out with them,  and you’re automatically משתתף with them, they will have 
an influence on you. But it has nothing to do with the fact that they’re neighbors 
per se. It just happens to be that they’re neighbors, but anybody you hang 
around with that’s not good company is going to have the same hashpa’ah 
on you. But the truth is, that’s not what Chazal are telling us here. Chazal 
are telling us that the very fact you are living next to somebody, that itself 
creates an attachment (ְחיבֵוַר) between you and them. And that attachment is 
mashpiah on you ֵלֶרְע אוַ לֶטוַב.

WHAT DOES “SEEING” MEAN? 
Now, what is it about neighborliness that causes that ְחיבֵוַר? What makes 

that ְחיבֵוַר? The answer to this question is - because you see them! This is a 
major chiddush many people are unaware of. Seeing somebody is a way of 
attaching yourself to somebody. Eyes are windows to a person’s soul, and they 
bring into you what you see by others, and it becomes part of your essence. 
Where do you see that in the Torah? Where do you see the power of ָרְאיה, 
seeing? In order to understand the power and essence of everything, you 
have to look at where the Torah mentions this concept for the first time. The 
first time the concept of ָרְאיה appears in the Torah: ָוַַיִַּרְְא אֱלֹקְים אֶת כָָּלֶ אֲשְֶׁרְ עָָשָָׂה 
 And Hashem saw everything that He had made and it was very“ ,וְַהִָנֵֵּהָ טוֹבֵ מְאֹדָ
good” (Bereishis 1:31). And if Hashem did not see it, it would not have been 
good? Hashem made it! Hashem said יְהִָי. What does that mean that Hashem 
“saw”? 
1 בְִּשְְׁבִֵילֶ שְֶׁהָָיָהָ שְֵׁבֵֶט רְְאוּבֵֵן שְָׁרְוּי בְַּחֲנִֵיִָּתָם תֵּימָנֵָהָ שְָׁכֵֵן לִֶקְְהָָת וּבֵָנֵָיוַ הַָחוֹנִֵים תֵּימָנֵָהָ, נִֵשְְׁתַּתְּפוּ עִָם קְֹרְַח בְְּמַחֲלֶָקְְתּוֹ - "אוֹי לֶָרְָשְָׁע אוֹי 

לִֶשְְׁכֵֵנֵוֹ"
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So the Ramban says that when Hashem said, “Let there be” - that’s 
Hashem’s ָאמירְה, His act of saying, and that made things come into existence. 
But when

something comes into existence, it now has to be sustained to have a קְיוַם. 
What sustains an object? The Ramban says, אֱלֹקְים  is ,רְאיהָ ,Seeing .וַַיִַּרְְא 
what gives an object its קְיוַם! You hear this amazing peshat? Do you see how 
powerful ָרְאיה is? Hashem’s ָרְאיה is what gives something its existence. If 
Moshe Rabbeinu would look at you, do you know what that would do to you? 
That would give you a tremendous קְיוַם. You know when that happened? 
When the Jews were counted. Chazal tell us that Moshe went around to 
peoples’ tents and wanted to see everybody. He wanted to see the families. 
The Ramban (Bamidbar 1:45) asks, what was the purpose, the importance 
of seeing everyone? He says because seeing the people was a tremendous 
merit and elevation for them.2 3 

If R’ Chaim Kanievsky lays his eyes upon your face, you know what 
that is going to do? It’s going to give you a zechus! Another example: Moshe 
Rabbeinu was not zoiche to walk into Eretz Yisrael, but Hashem told him 
that he would be able to see Eretz Yisroel. Well, what’s the big deal about 
seeing the land? Yes, it is a big deal because seeing Eretz Yisrael means that 
Moshe Rabbeinu connected himself with everything in Eretz Yisroel, and he 
became attached to it. It also says in the Mishnah (Rosh HaShana, 1:6), ֶכָָּל 
 ,All people in the world come before Hashem“ ,בְָּאֵי הָָעוֹלֶָם עוֹבְֵרְִין לְֶפָנֵָיוַ כִָּבְֵנֵֵי מָרְוֹן
on Rosh Hashanah, like Bnei Maron.” Each person, one at a time. What’s 
the purpose of that? Hashem can’t gather all the people and look at them at 
once? Why look at them individually? So the Sefas Emes explains that by the 
fact that Hashem sees you - that gives you חִיוּת, it sustains you and gives you 
existence. That gives you your life. This ָרְְאִיָה is how you are ְמחבֵר yourself 
to Hashem.  Just like it says, ָוַַיִַּרְְא אֱלֹקְים אֶת כָָּלֶ אֲשְֶׁרְ עָָשָָׂה - and therefore - ָוְַהִָנֵֵּה 
 טוֹבֵ It’s not because Hashem sees it and retroactively, in the past, it’s .טוֹבֵ מְאֹדָ
 ,When a Hashem looks at something, that gives it a force to be sustained .מְאֹדָ
and now it’s ָטוֹבֵ מְאֹד. Hashem looks at us on Rosh Hashanah, and it gives a 
person his 4.קְיוַם 

2 וַַיִַּרְְא אֱלֹהִָים אֶת הָָאוֹרְ כִָּי טוֹבֵ כֵתבֵ רְבֵינֵוַ שלֶמהָ: אף בֵזהָ אנֵוַ צְרְיכֵין לֶדָבֵרְי אגדָהָ: רְאהָ שאינֵוַ רְאוַי לֶהָשתמש בֵוַ רְשעים, וַהָבֵדָילֶוַ 

לֶצְדָיקְים לֶעתידָ לֶבֵוַא. וַלֶפי פשוַטוַ כֵך פרְשהָוַ: רְאהָוַ כִָּי טוֹבֵ, וַאין נֵאהָ לֶוַ וַלֶחשך לֶהָשתמש בֵערְבֵוַבֵיא, וַקְבֵע לֶזהָ תחוַמוַ בֵיוַם וַלֶזהָ 
תחוַמוַ בֵלֶילֶהָ. וַרְבֵי אבֵרְהָם אמרְ )אבֵן עזרְא עלֶ בֵרְאשית א׳:דָ׳(: וַַיִַּרְְא – כֵמוַ "וְַרְָאִיתִי אָנִֵי" )קְהָלֶת בֵ יג(, וַהָיא בֵמחשבֵת הָלֶבֵ. וַטעם 
וַַיִַּבְֵדֵֵּלֶ – בֵקְרְיאת הָשמוַת. וַאין דָבֵרְי שנֵיהָם נֵכֵוַנֵים: שאם כֵן, יירְאהָ כֵענֵין הַָמְלֶָכֵָהָ וַעצְהָ חדָשהָ, שיאמרְ, כֵי אחרְי שאמרְ אלֶהָים: 
"יְהִָי אוֹרְ", וַהָיהָ אוַרְ, רְאהָ אוַתוַ כֵי טוַבֵ הָוַא, וַלֶכֵן הָבֵדָילֶ בֵינֵוַ וַבֵין הָחשך, כֵענֵיין בֵאדָם שלֶא ידָע טיבֵוַ שלֶ דָבֵרְ עדָ הָיוַתוַ. אבֵלֶ הָסדָרְ 
יְהִָי רְָקְִיעַָ" )בֵרְאשית  יְהִָי אוֹרְ" )כֵאן(; "וַַיִּאֹמֶרְ...  בֵמעשהָ בֵרְאשית, כֵי הָוַצְאת הָדָבֵרְים אלֶ הָפוַעלֶ יקְרְא "אמירְהָ": "וַַיִּאֹמֶרְ אֱלֹהִָים 
א׳:וַ׳(; "וַַיִּאֹמֶרְ... תַּדְָשְֵׁא הָָאָרְֶץ" )בֵרְאשית א׳:י״א(. וַקְיוַמם יקְרְא "רְאיהָ", כֵענֵיין "וְַרְָאִיתִי אָנִֵי" דָקְהָלֶת )בֵ יג(; וַכֵן "וַַתֵּרְֶא הָָאִשָָּׁהָ כִָּי טוֹ
בֵ הָָעֵָץ לְֶמַאֲכֵָלֶ" )בֵרְאשית ג׳:וַ׳(. וַהָוַא כֵענֵיין שאמרְוַ )כֵתוַבֵוַת קְט א(: "רְוַאהָ אנֵי את דָבֵרְי אדָמוַן", וַכֵמוַהָוַ )שמוַאלֶ בֵ טוַ כֵז(: "וַַיִּאֹמֶרְ 
הַָמֶֶּלֶֶךְ אֶלֶ צְָדָוֹקְ הַָכָֹּהֵָן הֲָרְוֹאֶהָ אַתָּהָ שְׁׁבֵָהָ הָָעִָירְ בְְּשְָׁלֶוֹם". וַהָענֵיין, לֶהָוַרְוַת כֵי עמידָתם בֵחפצְוַ, וַאם הָחפץ יתפרְדָ רְגע מהָם – יהָיוַ 
לֶאין. וַכֵאשרְ אמרְ בֵכֵלֶ מעשהָ יוַם וַיוַם: "וַַיִַּרְְא אֱלֹהִָים כִָּי טוֹבֵ", וַבֵשישי כֵאשרְ נֵשלֶם הָכֵלֶ: "וַַיִַּרְְא אֱלֹהִָים אֶת כָָּלֶ אֲשְֶׁרְ עָָשָָׂהָ וְַהִָנֵֵּהָ ט
וֹבֵ מְאֹדָ" )בֵרְאשית א׳:לֶ״א(, כֵן אמרְ בֵיוַם הָרְאשוַן בֵהָיוַת הָאוַרְ: וַַיִַּרְְא אֱלֹהִָים כִָּי טוֹבֵ, שרְצְהָ בֵקְיוַמוַ לֶעדָ. וַהָוַסיף בֵכֵאן אֶת הָָאוֹרְ. 
שאילֶוַ אמרְ סתם: וַַיִַּרְְא אֱלֹהִָים כִָּי טוֹבֵ, הָיהָ חוַזרְ עלֶ בֵרְיאת הָשמים וַהָארְץ; וַלֶא גזרְ בֵהָן עדָיין הָקְיוַם, כֵי לֶא עמדָוַ כֵכֵהָ, אבֵלֶ מן 
הָחוַמרְ הָנֵבֵרְא בֵרְאשוַן – נֵעשהָ בֵשנֵי רְקְיע, וַבֵשלֶישי נֵפרְדָוַ הַָמֶַּיִם וַהָעפרְ וַנֵעשית הַָיִַּבְָּשְָׁהָ שקְרְאהָ "אֶרְֶץ", וַאז גזרְ בֵהָם הָקְיוַם 

וַאמרְ בֵהָם: "וַַיִַּרְְא אֱלֹהִָים כִָּי טוֹבֵ".
3 וַיהָיוַ כֵלֶ פקְוַדָי בֵנֵי ישרְאלֶ לֶבֵית אבֵתם וַגוַ' כֵלֶ יצְא צְבֵא בֵישרְאלֶ. וַכֵוַ', וַלֶא הָבֵינֵוַתי טעם הָמצְוַהָ הָזאת לֶמהָ צְוַהָ בֵהָ הָקְבֵ"הָ כֵי 

הָיהָ צְוַרְך שיתיחסוַ לֶשבֵטיהָם בֵעבֵוַרְ הָדָגלֶים אבֵלֶ ידָיעת הָמספרְ לֶא ידָעתי לֶמהָ צְוַהָ שידָעוַ אוַתוַ אוַלֶי לֶהָוַדָיעם חסדָוַ עלֶיהָם כֵי 
בֵשבֵעים נֵפש ירְדָוַ אבֵוַתיהָם מצְרְימהָ וַעתהָ הָם כֵחוַלֶ הָים כֵך וַכֵך בֵנֵי עשרְים וַאחרְי כֵלֶ דָבֵרְ וַמגפהָ ימנֵם לֶהָוַדָיע כֵי הָוַא משגיא 
לֶגוַים ימחץ וַידָיוַ תרְפינֵהָ וַזהָוַ שאמרְוַ רְבֵוַתינֵוַ מרְוַבֵ חבֵתם מוַנֵהָ אוַתם כֵלֶ שעהָ וַעוַדָ כֵי הָבֵא לֶפנֵי אבֵ הָנֵבֵיאים וַאחיוַ קְדָוַש הָ' 
וַהָוַא נֵוַדָע אלֶיהָם בֵשמוַ יהָיהָ לֶוַ בֵדָבֵרְ הָזהָ זכֵוַת וַחיים כֵי בֵא בֵסוַדָ הָעם וַבֵכֵתבֵ בֵנֵי ישרְאלֶ וַזכֵוַת הָרְבֵים בֵמספרְם וַכֵן לֶכֵוַלֶם זכֵוַת 
בֵמספרְ שימנֵוַ לֶפנֵי משהָ וַאהָרְן כֵי ישימוַ עלֶיהָם עינֵם לֶטוַבֵהָ יבֵקְשוַ עלֶיהָם רְחמים הָ' אלֶהָי אבֵוַתיכֵם יוַסף עלֶיכֵם כֵכֵם אלֶף פעמים 

וַלֶא ימעיט מספרְכֵם, וַכֵוַ'.
4 בֵרְאש הָשנֵהָ "כֵלֶ בֵאי עוַלֶם עוַבֵרְין לֶפנֵיוַ כֵבֵנֵי מרְוַן" כֵוַ', דָכֵ' "בֵאוַרְ פנֵי מלֶך חיים", וַבֵרְאי' זוַ דָ"בֵאי עוַלֶם עוַבֵרְין לֶפנֵיוַ" מזהָ נֵיתן 

לֶכֵלֶ אחדָ חיוַת, וַכֵמוַ בֵשעת הָבֵרְיאהָ כֵתיבֵ בֵיוַם הָזהָ "וַירְא אלֶקְים כֵוַ' אשרְ עשהָ וַהָנֵהָ טוַבֵ" כֵוַ', וַמזהָ נֵתקְיים הָעוַלֶם, כֵן בֵכֵלֶ שנֵהָ 
מתעוַרְרְ רְאי' זוַ לֶחדָש קְיוַם הָעוַלֶם, וַכֵוַ'. )שפת אמת עלֶ רְ"הָ, תרְמ"דָ(
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LOOK INTO THE SEFER TORAH DURING YOUR ALIYAH 
The power of looking at something is a tremendous koach. When you get 

an aliyah to the Torah, look at the Torah! It’s extremely important to look at the 
words of the Torah! Why? We lift up the Torah by hagbah, and everyone looks 
at it. Why do you need to do that? I know it’s the Torah - why do you have to 
lift it up and look at it? Answers the Chofetz Chaim, that looking at the words 
of the Torah gives a person a lot of ָקְדָוַשה! You want to feel holy in a positive 
way? You should look into the Torah and at its words, because you’re looking 
at the holiest object in Am Yisroel. A Sefer Torah is mamash קְדָוַש, קְדָוַש, קְדָוַש. 
If you look into it, you see it, you connect with it. It’s a transfer of kedusha to 
yourself! Some people are wise, and they look. 

HOW REBBI YEHUDA HANASI BECAME SHARP 
Similarly, the Gemara (Eruvin 13b) says about Rabbeinu HaKodesh, 

who was discussing how he merited to become “sharp”: אָמַרְ רְַבְִּי: הַָאי דִֵּמְחַדֵַּדְָנֵָא 
דִֵּכְֵתִיבֵ:  - טְפֵי  מְחַדֵַּדְָנֵָא  הֲָוַָהָ  מִקַַּמֵֶּיהּ  חֲזִיתֵיהּ  וְַאִילּוּ  מֵאֲחוֹרְֵיהּ,  מֵאִירְ  לְֶרְַבְִּי  דֵַּחֲזִיתֵיהּ   מֵחַבְֵרְַאי 
מוֹרְֶיך אֶת  רְוֹאוֹת  עֵָינֵֶיךָ   Rebbi said, the fact that I am more incisive than“ ,״״ָוְַהָָיוּ 
my colleagues is due to the fact that I saw Rabbi Meir from behind him, (i.e., 
I sat behind him when I was his talmid).” Rabbi Meir would sit in the middle 
with some talmidim next to him and behind him and there were rows of people 
facing Rabbi Meir. The row where Rebbi sat was six rows behind Rabbi Meir, 
and he was able to see Rabbi Meir’s back. He said that had he seen him 
from the front, he would be even wiser and sharper. You hear this? That’s a 
moreidike chiddush! The Maharal explains, in a number of places, that the 
whole importance that the Torah puts at not looking at things that you are not 
supposed to see and looking at things you are supposed to see is because 
looking at something creates a penimiusdike, internal attachment. This is 
discussed mainly in the Sifrei Kabbalah, and the Maharsha (see below) brings 
this down from mekubalim, that when you look at something, it becomes 
attached to you. This is unreal! This is an unbelievable koach! It also says it in 
the Navi (Yeshaya 30:20), as the Gemara in Eruvin brings, וְַהָָיוּ עֵָינֵֶיךָ רְֹאוֹת אֶת 
 Your eyes should behold your teachers go to Eretz Israel and look at“ ,מָוֹרְֶיך
gedolim, at kadoshim. Just to look! Don’t say a word.  

SEEING RAV CHAIM KANIEVSKY
When I would be in the minyan of R’ Chaim Kanievsky, I would not go 

to daven there, but I would stand next to him - he didn’t sit in front of the shul 
- and I was watching him the entire time. To look at such a face?! To look at 
such a kedusha?! A living sefer Torah! I remember thinking and imagining what 
is written in this “living” Sefer Torah. In a regular Sefer Torah, I know what’s 
written - it’s the Chamishah Chumshei Torah - but in the living Torah scroll, 
like Rav Chaim, we have the entire Bavli, Yerushalmi, Medrash, Sifrei, Sifra, 
Mechilta, Sifrei Kabbala, everything is there! If you were to unwrap this scroll, 
it would go across the world! To look at such a person, a man who’s mufka 
from Olam Hazeh completely! 

The Chofetz Chaim said that in this world, we have an opportunity that 
we’re not going to have in the next World. In this world, you can look at a 
righteous person, a tzaddik, an adom gadol, but in the Next World, you won’t 
get near tzaddikim. You won’t get within a million miles of their mechitzah! So 
he says, chap areine in this world. You know what it means to look at a man 
who’s living in Olam Haba, while he’s living in this world?! When I look at Rav 
Chaim Kanievsky, I think, “This is the man who’s existing in Olam Haba right 
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now.” What is Olam Haba? Olam Haba is where you sit, and you learn Torah 
non-stop without any hefsek. You learn Torah kol hayom kulo. You have no 
sheiychus to bodily functions. Rav Chaim is a man who doesn’t know if he 
ate breakfast or he didn’t eat breakfast, if he ate lunch or he didn’t eat lunch. 
They put food in front of him, and he eats it. The Chazon Ish (1878-1953) once 
testified about himself that he had no idea if he ate breakfast at all. He said it to 
R’ Shlomo Lorincz (1918-2009): “I just know that whatever my wife puts here, I 
eat it. Afterward, I don’t remember if I ate it or didn’t eat it.” I was thinking, “Is 
such a thing possible by me?” No, by me, it’s not possible. If somebody were 
to ask me, “Did you go to the bathroom today?” I would say, “I don’t know, I’ll 
have to think about it. I don’t know offhand.” “How many times did you go?” 
“I have no idea!” B”H, I have no sheiychus to that, so I don’t remember it. But 
there are some people who live in those details and can tell, for example, how 
many times they changed the diapers on their kid, etc. It’s like Rav Chaim 
doesn’t know if he is in this world because his world is kulo Torah v’Avodah 
v’Chessed. He’s an Olam Habadike Yid in this world. It’s moiradik! 

I remember going and watching him as a bachur. I walked into Kollel 
Chazon Ish. It was a full beis medrash. I asked somebody, “Is R’ Chaim 
Kanievsky here?” He said, “Sure!” I walked up to the front and started 
looking for Rav Chaim. I returned to the back, and asked, “Where is Rav 
Chaim Kanievsky?” They pointed him out to me, “He’s over there.” And I saw 
a person in his shirt sleeves, no jacket and hat, with a big tallis katan, draped 
over his shtender, in a deep sleep. “No, no,” I said, “I am looking for Rav 
Chaim Kanievky.” I figured it was some guy who sits there to make sure that 
people don’t come around and bother him. In those days, Rav Chaim wasn’t 
so famous. I remember walking on the street one day, and I saw him walking. I 
was sure it was him. I ran up to him and asked if it was okay if I accompanied 
him. And he said, “Why not?” I accompanied him, and I asked him a few 
questions. He was a very friendly man. This is a living Sefer Torah and I’m 
watching that sefer Torah leiging in learning with my own eyes. He’s a Sefer 
Torah. That’s what he is. Do we have a musag what that is?

WHAT CAUSED YITZCHAK’S AVINU’S BLINDNESS?
But you know what we do see instead? We see reshaim, wicked people. 

And by seeing wicked people, that messes up our penimiyus. It puts rot in 
there. It makes us farfoilet from the inside in the most awful way. Who is greater 
than the olah temima, Yitzchak Avinu? He sacrificed his life for Hashem! He is 
the shpitz, he’s the pinnacle of avodas Hashem and mesirus nefesh. There is 
no one like him. And yet the Torah says that his eyes were weakened, and he 
couldn’t see. The Gemara (Megillah 28a) talks about why he couldn’t see. Do 
you know what the Gemara says? He couldn’t see because he looked at his 
wicked son, Eisav HaRasha.5 

Yitzhack Avinu - that tzaddik - looked in the face of his son, Eisav 
HaRasha, and it blinded him! It messed him up! It’s a very very serious ְחיבֵוַר, 
so it’s a miracle that nowadays we can even see with thick glasses and we all 
are not walking around like R’ Sheshes and R’ Yosef, blind. You have to thank 
Hashem for that, but you have to know it’s not a davar pashut. 

5 רְ"א אמרְ עינֵיוַ כֵהָוַת שנֵאמרְ )בֵרְאשית כֵז, א( וַיהָי כֵי זקְן יצְחקְ וַתכֵהָין עינֵיוַ מרְאוַת משוַם דָאסתכֵלֶ בֵעשוַ הָרְשע. וְַהָָא גְְּרְַמָא 
לֵֶיהּ? וְַהָָאָמַרְ רְַבְִּי יִצְְחָקְ: לְֶעוֹלֶָם אַלֶ תְּהִָי קְִלְֶלֶַת הֶָדְָיוֹט קְַלָּהָ בְְּעֵָינֵֶיךָ, שְֶׁהֲָרְֵי אֲבִֵימֶלֶֶךְ קְִלֵּלֶ אֶת שָָׂרְָהָ, וְַנִֵתְקְַיִֵּים בְְּזַרְְעָָהּ, שְֶׁנֵֶּאֱמַרְ: ״הִָנֵֵּהָ 

הָוּא לֶָךְ כְָּסוּת עֵָינֵַיִם״: אַלֶ תִּקְְרְֵי ״כְָּסוּת״, אֶלָּא ״כְָּסִיִַּית עֵָינֵַיִם״! הָָא וְַהָָא גְְּרְַמָא לֵֶיהּ. רְָבֵָא אָמַרְ, מֵהָָכֵָא: ״שְָׂאֵת פְֶּנֵֵי רְָשְָׁע לֶאֹ טוֹבֵ״
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DOR HAMABUL WAS MASHPIAH EVEN ON ANIMALS!
The Beis Halevi says that at the time of the flood the animals became 

messed up. How did the animals become messed up? They conducted 
themselves in their personal behavior in ways that were most foreign to 
animals. How does it happen?! The Beis Halevi says it happened because 
they were neighbors of human beings! There were people who were living at 
the time who didn’t conduct themselves like human beings are supposed to 
in private affairs; they conducted themselves like animals, and that ְחיבֵוַר was 
mashpiah on the behavior of the animals! You know what kind of a moreidike 
zach that is? They were mashpia on animals! 

LIVE NEXT TO TZADDIKIM AND YESHIVOS! 
In the beginning of Chumash Bamidbar, the Torah also teaches us about 

the tremendous ma’alah of a ָרְאיהָ טוַבֵה (“good seeing”), in a contradistinction 
of Korach and his eidah. The Kehas family was from the family of Leviim. It 
was the most respectable family around. Shevet Reuven lived next to them 
and joined the machlokes with Kehas because they were neighbors! It’s very 
plausible that Korach never even talked to them because he was a giant - he 
was from the most illustrious family of Leviim, the ones who carried the Aron. 
Just to look at someone who carried the Aron must have been amazing!  They 
looked at Korach. But Korach was messed up, so they got messed up, too.

On the other hand, the pasuk (Bamidbar 3:38) teaches us that “Moshe, 
Aharon and his sons dwelled in front of Mishkan” and the encampment of 
Yehuda was near Moshe and Aharon and his sons, and next to them were 
Yesochar and Zevulin.6 And Rashi (ibid) says, ַלִֶשְְׁכֵֵנֵו טוֹבֵ  לֶַצַַּדִָיקְ   that ,טֹוֹבֵ 
because they were the neighbors of Moshe and Aharon and his sons, who 
were completely dedicated to being osek baTorah, shevet Yehuda became 
Gedolim b’Torah, Yisochar became Gedolim b’Torah, and even Zevulin 
became Gedolim b’Torah! Just because they were neighbors.7 Amazing! 
Unbelievable! 

A person who is zoiche to live next to an adom gadol is in a makom 
kodesh - that is unbelievably valuable. As I mentioned, my zeide (R’ Avigdor 
Miller) used to always say that the biggest ma’alah of his shul was where it 
was placed. The shul was three doors down from the Mirrer Yeshiva. He used 
to expound and extol the mazel of the balabatim in the shul, that they can walk 
out and rub shoulders with the Roshei HaYeshiva of the Mir in Brooklyn, with 
the Rebbeim of the Mir, with a yungeleit from the Mir and with the bachurim of 
the Mir. Even if they never said a word to them, just to see them is a ma’alah 
of such a degree that it’s unbelievable! 

NOT GAZING AT A RASHA ISN’T JUST A MIDDAH TOVA…  
Knowing this preface now, we can understand the Gemara in Megillah 

(ibid), which says, לְֶהִָסְתַּכֵָּלֶ בְְּצְֶלֶֶם דְֵּמוּת אָדָָם רְָשְָׁע לְֶאָדָָם   it is prohibited the ,אָסוּרְ 
gaze at the face of a wicked person. The Maharsha explains8, based on sifrei

6 וְַהַָחֹנִֵים לִֶפְנֵֵי הַָמִֶּשְְׁכָָּן קְֵדְָמָהָ לִֶפְנֵֵי אֹהֶָלֶ מוֹעֵָדָ מִזְרְָחָהָ מֹשְֶׁהָ וְַאַהֲָרְֹן וּבֵָנֵָיוַ שְֹׁמְרְִים מִשְְׁמֶרְֶת הַָמִֶּקְְדֵָּשְׁ לְֶמִשְְׁמֶרְֶת בְְּנֵֵי יִשְָׂרְָאֵלֶ וְַהַָזָָּרְ הַָקַָּרְֵבֵ 

יוּמָת 
7 משהָ וַאהָרְן וַבֵנֵיוַ. וּסְמוּכִֵין לֶָהֶָם דֵֶּגֶלֶ מַחֲנֵֵהָ יְהָוּדָָהָ, וְַהַָחוֹנִֵים עָָלֶָיוַ יִשָָּׂשכֵָרְ וּזְבֵוּלֶׁן - טוֹבֵ לֶַצַַּדִָיקְ טוֹבֵ לִֶשְְׁכֵֵנֵוֹ, לְֶפִי שְֶׁהָָיוּ שְְׁכֵֵנֵָיוַ שְֶׁלֶ מֹשְֶׁהָ 

שְֶׁהָָיָהָ עוֹסֵקְ בְַּתּוֹרְָהָ, נֵַעֲָשָׂוּ גְדָוֹלִֶים בְַּתּוֹרְָהָ, שְֶׁנֵֶּאֱמַרְ "יְהָוּדָָהָ מְחֹקְְקְִי" )תהָלֶים ס, ט(, "וּמִבְְּנֵֵי יִשָָּׂשכֵָרְ יוֹדְָעֵָי בִֵינֵָהָ וְַגוֹ' מָאתַיִם" )דָהָי"א 
י"בֵ( - רְָאשְֵׁי סַנְֵהֶָדְָרְָאוֹת, "וּמִזְָּבֵוּלֶׁן מֹשְְׁכִֵים בְְּשְֵׁבֵֶט סֹפֵרְ" )שוַפטים הָ, ידָ( )רְש"י שם(

8 אסוַרְ לֶהָסתכֵלֶ בֵצְלֶם דָמוַת אדָם רְשע כֵוַ'. וַהָוַא כֵענֵין קְלֶלֶת אלֶהָים תלֶוַי וַגוַ' וַע"פ חכֵמי הָמקְוַבֵלֶים כֵי הָכֵרְת פנֵיהָם ענֵתהָ בֵם שיש 

בֵצְלֶם דָמוַת מרְאהָ אדָם צְוַרְהָ רְוַחנֵית לֶטוַבֵ אוַ לֶרְע כֵפי מעשיוַ לֶצְדָ הָטהָרְהָ אוַ לֶצְדָ הָטוַמאהָ וַאסוַרְ לֶהָסתכֵלֶ לֶצְדָ הָטוַמאהָ ע"דָ אלֶ 
תפנֵוַ אלֶ הָאלֶילֶים וַמהָ"ט קְאמרְ בֵסמוַך דָלֶא אסתכֵלֶי בֵעוַבֵדָי כֵוַכֵבֵים דָצְוַרְתוַ מצְדָ הָטוַמאהָ וַמייתי לֶיהָ שנֵ' לֶוַלֶא פנֵי גוַ' אם אבֵיט 

וַאם ארְאך שהָוַא לֶשוַן כֵפוַלֶ מוַרְהָ גם עלֶ הָצְוַרְהָ הָרְוַחנֵי לֶצְדָ הָטוַמאהָ )חידָוַשי אגדָוַת עלֶ מגילֶהָ כֵ״ח א(
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Kabalah, that tumah can actually be seen in the face of a rasha. So you know 
what will happen if you look? The ruach ha’tumah of that rasha now comes 
upon you! Just like by looking at the Sefer Torah, you get kedusha - so, too, by 
looking at the face of a rasha the same thing happens, but just the opposite. 
No difference! How many aveiros did he chap? How much rishus? How many 
sins did he commit? This is a kli tamei, a broken, impure vessel, full of aveiros! 
In Avos D’Rabbi Nassan (30:3) it says that someone who attaches himself to 
sinners, even though he never did their sinful actions, will nevertheless be 
punished just like them; and similarly, someone who attaches himself to those 
who do mitzvos, even if he doesn’t emulate their behavior, he will receive 
sechar like them - obviously to a certain degree.9 Can you imagine that?!

Not to look at a rasha is not a midas chassidus. It says in the Gemara 
- assur! It’s prohibited! There is a story about Maharil Diskin from Brisk (1818-
1898), an adom gadol she’baanakim. He was a giant among giants! Once 
someone brought up trumped-up charges against him, and they hired a very 
fancy attorney, who was Jewish but wasn’t frum, to defend him. R’ Yehoshua 
Leib refused to pick up his eyes to look at that attorney. He talked to him, but 
he never looked at him! So the attorney asked him, “Why don’t you look at 
me?” And he said it says in the Gemara it’s prohibited to look at the face of a 
wicked person. He wouldn’t do it. You understand? 

When you look at a rasha, do you realize what happens? What is the 
mind of a wicked person preoccupied with? Is it preoccupied with a cheshek 
haTorah? Is his mind in a deep desire to study Torah? No. He’s a sonei Torah.  
Does he have an interest in attaching himself to Hashem? No. The last thing 
he wants is to attach himself to Hashem Yisbarach. So now you look at the 
face of a rasha, and then you want to daven. You know what you will discover? 
You will find out that your mind is completely befuddled, and you cannot attach 
yourself to Hashem. And you can’t figure out where in the world this blockage 
came from. Now, people tell you, “הַָבְְּרְִיִּוֹת עִָם  מְעֹרְֶבֵֶת  אָדָָם   you have - דֵַּעְָתּוֹ שְֶׁלֶ 
to be nice to people.” So you have to tell them what Mesilas Yesharim (5:26) 
says, that if people tell you this Chazal (that you have to be nice to people) you 
have to let them know that this statement specifically refers to someone who 
behaves like human being: בְִּבְֵנֵֵי אָדָָם שְֶׁעוֹשִָׂים מַעֲָשֵָׂי אָדָָם. But people who act like 
animals, you should not be associated with them.10 

SOME LESSONS FROM CORONAVIRUS 
I learned this lesson from how people behave in the coronavirus. When 

I see people who are makpid gamur (very strict) with masks, gloves, and 
distancing, and even now - when the virus, Baruch Hashem, is largely behind 
us - they are still choshesh about a distant possibility that somebody may be 
asymptomatic, maybe there is a sfeik sfeika that something might happen to 
them. But what is Hashem teaching me when I see them? Hashem is teaching 
me how I should conduct myself when I see an adam rasha. When you see a 
person who’s against Hashem, who lives a life of sin and he is proud of it, and 
he is an emese rasha, you should put on masks, gloves, and wrap yourself 
into anything you can wrap yourself in - put on a burka - and distance yourself 
9 רְבֵי עקְיבֵא אוַמרְ כֵלֶ הָמדָבֵקְ בֵעוַבֵרְי עבֵירְהָ אע״פ שלֶא עשהָ כֵמעשיהָם הָרְי זהָ מקְבֵלֶ פוַרְענֵוַת כֵיוַצְא בֵהָן וַכֵלֶ הָמדָבֵקְ בֵעוַשי 

מצְוַהָ אע״פ שלֶא עשהָ כֵמעשיהָם הָרְי זהָ מקְבֵלֶ שכֵרְ
10 וְַהָוּא מָהָ שְֶׁשְָּׁלֹמֹהָ מַזְהִָירְ וְַאוֹמֵרְ )שם כֵדָ(: וְַעִָם שְׁוֹנִֵים אַלֶ תִּתְעָָרְָבֵ. כִָּי אִם יאֹמַרְ לְֶךָ אָדָָם )כֵתוַבֵוַת יז(: לְֶעוֹלֶָם תְּהֵָא דֵַּעְָתּוֹ שְֶׁלֶ אָדָָם 

מְעֹרְֶבֵֶת עִָם הַָבְְּרְִיִּוֹת, אַף אַתָּהָ אֱמֹרְ לֶוֹ, בְַּמֶֶּהָ דְָבֵָרְִים אֲמוּרְִים, בְִּבְֵנֵֵי אָדָָם שְֶׁעוֹשִָׂים מַעֲָשֵָׂי אָדָָם, אַךְ לֶאֹ בְִּבְֵנֵֵי אָדָָם שְֶׁעוֹשִָׂים מַעֲָשֵָׂי 
בְְּהֵָמָהָ. וּשְְׁלֹמֹהָ מַזְהִָירְ עוֹדָ )משלֶי ידָ(: לֵֶךְ מִנֵֶּגֶדָ לְֶאִישְׁ כְָּסִילֶ. וְַדָָוִַדָ הַָמֶֶּלֶֶךְ אָמַרְ )תהָלֶים א(: אַשְְׁרְֵי הָָאִישְׁ אֲשְֶׁרְ לֶאֹ הָָלֶַךְ וְַגוֹ', וּכְֵבֵָרְ 
פֵֶּרְְשְׁוּ, זִכְֵרְוֹנֵָם לִֶבְֵרְָכֵָהָ )ע"ז יח(: אִם הָָלֶַךְ, סוֹפוֹ לֶַעֲָמֹדָ. וְַאִם עָָמַדָ, סוֹפוֹ לֵֶשְֵׁבֵ. וְַאוֹמֵרְ )תהָלֶים כֵוַ(: לֶאֹ יָשְַׁבְֵתִּי עִָם מְתֵי שְָׁוְַא וְַגוֹ' שָָׂנֵֵאתִי 

קְְהַָלֶ מְרְֵעִָים וְַגוֹ'.
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from him! Now, the guy will laugh at you, but you tell the guy, “I don’t want to 
catch anything. You know, Dr. Fauci said ‘to be careful,’ so I am being extra 
careful.” I don’t know why the rabbis are not putting up signs that we have to 
wear “protective behavior” when we go amongst the הָמוַן עם and reshaim so 
as not to become infected and contaminated by their behavior.

TALKING WITH HORSE TRADERS RUINED YOUR KAVANAH
There was once a businessman who bought and sold horses. He came 

before R’ Menachem Mendel of Riminov (1745-1815), a famous Chassidic 
Rebbe. This man poured out his heart to the rebbe, saying that he had a 
difficult time during prayer. He said that the most foreign thoughts would get 
into his mind when he would pray and he could not focus at all on his prayers. 
He said he tried to daven and ask Hashem for help, he tried segulos from 
sefarim to stop these foreign thoughts invading his mind, but nothing worked. 
So R’ Menachem Mendel said to him, “Tell me your seder hayom.” Describe 
to me what you do during the day. So the man said that he gets up, then 
he goes to work and he tells him all the things that he does the entire day 
before he goes to sleep. R’ Menachem Mendel said, “In the morning you 
spend a lot of time with horse traders, people who sell and buy horses, right?” 
“Right.” “Tell me, what kind of people are they? What kind of discussions 
and conversations do they hold?” And he already saw that they were not 
the greatest of tzadikim. R’ Menachem Mendel said, “Ah, now I understand 
the issue at hand! All your foreign thoughts do not come from your own self. 
You should know that these זרְוַת  foreign thoughts’ that are not‘ - מחשבֵוַת 
yours.” Do you see this unbelievable chiddush? You can have a thought that’s 
not your thought! It somehow came into your mind, it’s a stranger’s thought, 
that’s why it’s called מחשבֵוַת זרְוַת. “Because you were mebadek, because you 
connected with those people, and you looked at them and spoke to them. 
That is what putting those מחשבֵוַת זרְוַת in your mind. But if you will be mekabel 
upon yourself to distance yourself from the bad influences, these מחשבֵוַת will 
leave your mind.” As the story goes, the man did that and he found the key for 
him to be able to daven with a clear mind. Who knows how many of us have 
tried to daven, but because of something that we saw, some attachment to a 
davar ra, something that wasn’t even our thought - but it’s something that we 
picked up - entered our minds and messed up our tefillah.

There was once a big tzaddik, known as the Kadosh of Lechowicz, 
and one of his chassidim had a spirit (i.e. dibbuk) enter him and it caused 
him to speak all kind of nivul peh and devarim asurim. He started saying 
“things from the world” and his family was suffering tremendous humiliation 
with his behavior. The guy started breaking things, breaking windows. He 
was possessed by a spirit. So  his children brought him to the Kadosh of 
Lechowicz, who was his Rebbe, and they asked him to save his chassid. 
They brought this man into the Rebbe’s house and suddenly the chandeliers 
started shaking. The Kadosh of Lechowicz said, “Who has the chutzpah to 
come into my house and shake my chandeliers?!” At that point, they stopped 
shaking. It was the ruach in that person who caused this. The Kadosh of 
Lechowicz finally said, ”I cannot help you, but I will tell you what happened: 
your father had a good friend and this friend died recently. This friend was 
a living, walking cesspool of evil and now, that he’s in the next world, he is 
undergoing tremendous judgments. All the people who were attached to him 
are being affected by him. Your father was the most attached to him - so 
what your father is getting now is the ruach ra from his friend, and that’s why 
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I cannot help you. This is what your father absorbed from that friend. The only 
thing I can tell you is to be mekabel, as a family, to learn Mishnayos for that 
person’s neshama to try to get him a tikkun, and if he will get his tikkun, your 
father will also get some respite and some menuchas hanefesh.” 

Rabbosai, let’s take this seriously, and strengthen ourselves to look at 
tzaddikim and to avert our eyes from looking at reshaim. And if you have a 
neighbor who is a rasha, run away from him. 
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In Summary
The episode of Korach’s fall from greatness together 

with members of Shevet Reuven illustrates the power of being 
connected to an evil neighbor. When living next to somebody, you 
will inevitably see them, and that seeing creates an attachment 
between you and the person you see. Seeing something gives it a 
koach of chiyus, its essential existence. There are many proofs to 
this in the Torah: from וַַיִַּרְְא אֱלֹקְים at Brias Haolam, to Moshe seeing 
Eretz Yisrael and looking at Am Yisrael, to Hashem looking at a 
person on Rosh Hashanah. We have a positive opportunity to be 
influenced for the good by looking at people and objects that are 
saturated with kedushah, such as a tzaddik and a Sefer Torah. The 
negative side of this phenomenon is expressed in the Gemara’s 
issur of not looking at evil people and not associating with people 
who are saturated in evil. Whomever we associate ourselves with 
influences our behavior and the quality of our tefillos. This points 
us toward the obligation to look at tzaddikim, Roshei Yeshivah, and 
yeshiva bachurim, and to avoid the hazard of looking at reshaim 
in the same way you’d run to protect yourself from a plague. This 
week (bli neder), I will try to find one opportunity a day to look at 
a tzaddik, if possible in real life, and to focus on looking at holy 
objects in general, such as objects used for a mitzvah, or the 
letters in a sefer Torah. At the same time, I will seriously try to avoid 
looking at reshaim, such as on the news or in advertisements.
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