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% THe Easy Way 10 Become a Tzannik! }«\

BE ON GUARD IN THE ASERES YEMEI TESHUVAH

We are in the Aseres Yemei Teshuvah, and most people are challenged by the yetzer hara about what teshuvah is, and how it
works. You realize that the greatest challenge to the yetzer hara is teshuvah. To the yetzer hara, the most ‘feared’ tool that Hashem
gave us is teshuvah. The gemara (Bava Basra 16a) says, the job of the yetzer hara is nynni T, for him to come down here and
make us go off the derech. Then, rani n1y, to go up there and make a fuss. Whenever you make a mistake, you do an aveirah, the
yetzer hara goes up there and screams, “Hashem! Reuven! Shimon! Oy vey.” Then niwn 701, he asks Hashem for reshus, nmwa 701,
he ultimately takes the person’s neshamah.

The gemara (Shabbos 105b) says the umnus, the craft of the yetzer hara is 1> nwy 17 1nix oi'n, today he tells you to do this, \nn*
7> nwy 17 mix, the next day he tells you to do something else, nat nTiay Tay 17 Mmixw Ty, until he gets a person to do avodah zarah.

So if you think about it, there is no greater enemy of the yetzer hara than teshuvah. That’s why, as you’ll notice, even though
today is the second day after Rosh Hashanah, it looks like it’s in the middle of the summer, or it’s in the middle of bein hazmanim
already. Many people are tired. They got their first cold of the season. They feel just weary from the whole Yom Tov. But trust me,
they’ll get a lot of kochos shortly. As soon as Yom Kippur is over, when they hear that last Shema Yisrael, they are going to become
full of koach. All their headaches will disappear. All their colds will be gone like yesterday’s snow. They’ll be raring to go. They're
going to wonder, “I wonder what happened?”

Now, let’s say someone just happens to be in the mood and he thinks, “How could I do teshuvah? I've done teshuvah for how
many years? 8 years, 9 years.” So a person starts to think, “My teshuvah last year didn’t work. What’s going to be with me? Is there
any hope for me?”

MISTAKEN UNDERSTANDING OF TESHUVAH

I want to tell you what the biggest mistake that people make when they think about teshuvah is. People think that teshuvah is
correcting your actions, tikun hamaasim. There is nothing further from the truth! You have to know, even teshuvah sheleimah has
nothing to do with tikun hamaasim. You’re not going to change your maasim when you say, “Hachazireinu biteshuvah sheleimah
lefanecha.”

You have to know another mistake that people make when they want to do teshuvah. People think that teshuvah brings
mechilas avonos. It has very little to do with mechilas avonos. As a matter of fact, you could be mekayem the mitzvah of teshuvah
without getting any mechilas avonos.

Hashem told this to us in the Torah. In the Torah in last week’s parshah (Devarim 30:11-14) it says: 71xn 'IX YUK KT NIXAN D
INWYY7 722721 7'92 TN QTR '8 2P D...KIN DA X7...XI0 PN K71 nn XD nxvoa X7 oirn. Hashem doesn’t exaggerate. So if Hashem
tells you Tixn NaTn 78 anp, that means it is very, very easy to do teshuvah. But that’s one thing the yetzer hara doesn’t want you to
know about. You know why? He would love for you not to do teshuvah.

But what does teshuvah do for a person? What is the purpose of teshuvah?

The purpose of teshuvah is to take a person who is in the status of being a rasha and turn him into a tzaddik. And that’s the
easiest thing possible. It can be done in one second!

Did you ever wonder why we do teshuvah? We say tachanun in the morning, tachanun in the afternoon. We bang ourselves
ashamnu, bagadnu. What'’s it all about? What kind of teshuvah is that?

You have to know one thing. There is one subject called kaparas avonos, getting the sins wiped off. That’s a process. Getting
kaparah for your avonos is something that involves the whole process. But to do teshuvah and become a tzaddik is as easy as ABC.
The emes is, you should train yourself after hearing this shmuz to do teshuvah a hundred times a day.

Every time you do a cheit, you know what happens? What happens if a person sat down with his friend and he said, “I want to
tell you something. Did you hear the latest hock? The rebbi is blackmailing us.” Rechilus, motzi shem ra, zilzul morim. A serious
cheit. A big, big cheit. Nu, how do you do teshuvah on that? It’s very simple.

What happens when you do that? You now acquired yourself a shem of being a rasha. That’s all. You become a rasha. That’s
what happened. In Hashem'’s eyes now, you're viewed as a rasha. Any time you sit down and you hock lashon hara with somebody,
you are a rasha. If you do it with brazenness, you are a rasha gamur, you are a mechutzafdike rasha.
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What happens if you do teshuvah? You become a tzaddik. You didn’t wipe anything away. Wiping away is a whole different
story. Teshuvah means you become a tzaddik.

You have to know that being a tzaddik v’rasha has nothing to do with kaparah, it has nothing to do with wiping away the
aveiros, whatsoever. There are certain severe aveiros that a person does for which he can’t get kaparah no matter what kind of
teshuvah he does. He has to come onto other things. But if a person has regrets and he’s shav, and he returns, he’s a tzaddik in
Hashem’s eyes, regardless of kaparah. The Minchas Chinuch (Mitzva 364) says this and writes, viws nxa p. It’s very simple, it’s
like this.?

In other words, it’s possible for a person to do aveiros and then do teshuvah and become a tzaddik gamur even though he has
no kaparah his sins, because kaparah is a whole different sugya. To wipe away something is a whole process. To clean up the mess,
that’s a process. But to become a tzaddik, it’s like this (snapping fingers). Is that difficult? No. Tixn 7aTh *7x anj '»! But the yetzer
hara tells you, “You can’t do teshuvah.”

CHINUCH ABOUT DOING TESHUVAH

We’re so not trained to do teshuvah in our lives! The one thing we don’t tell kids is to do teshuvah. We teach kids about
aveiros. We never tell kids about teshuvah. There is no chinuch for teshuvah.

Let’s say a kid turns on a light on Shabbos. The father says, “Don’t touch the light!” The kid says, “No,” and puts it on. If the
father is a gentle fellow, he takes the kid and puts him in the room. If he’s less gentle, he takes it as a personal affront — “I just told
you not to do it ” — and he gives him a frask. Or whatever else, depending on the kid’s age. But we never tell the kid, “Do teshuvah.”
If you don’t see these moments as opportunities, you are never going to mechanech your kid to do teshuvah.

CHANGING YOURSELF IN A SPLIT SECOND

Now, you have to understand, if teshuvah is so simple, why don’t we do it all the time? You have to know the first step in
teshuvah is the awareness that you’re carrying all of your aveiros, all of the chataim, wagonsfull — forget about wagons — truckloads,
18-wheelers full of aveiros! Some people carry little trucks of aveiros, some big trucks.

You have to know, even when you’re carrying all your chataim, and you are sitting in the cab of your truckload of aveiros, the
moment you say, “Hashem, I'm doing teshuvah,” you're not a rasha anymore! Even though you have all those aveiros that are in
the back that you’re shlepping along with you, you are still considered a ba’al teshuvah and a tzaddik.

Where does this idea come from? This is, like, wild stuff! We learn it from the following gemara in Kiddushin (49b).

Imagine there was a guy who just came out of a house of idol worship and he just did avodah zarah. He just worshiped avodah
zarah. And he went and did some arayus gamur mid’oiraisa, he was megaleh arayus. And he comes out, he’s strutting down the
street. He puts on a little yarmulka on his head, lezecher yahaduso. He goes over to a girl in the street and he says, “You know, you
look like you’d make a good wife.” She says, “No, I'm a frum girl.” He says, “I would love to marry you.” She says, “Well, we'll see.”
Then she says to him, “But you’re a rasha. I can’t marry such a rasha.” And he says, “But if not for that, you would have no problem
marrying me?” “Maybe, maybe.” She gives him a pesach, an opening.

The guy calls two eidim over, two yiddelach who are walking by. He says, “Excuse me, rabbosai, kimpt aher.” The guy is
standing there and he says, “Harei at mekudeshes li al menas she’ani tzaddik gamur.”

The gemara says, even if the guy was a rasha gamur, she is mekudeshes. The gemara says - mekudeshes. The Rambam says
- mekudeshes. You know why she’s mekudeshes? The gemara says: imyTa naiwn 1nin xnw, maybe he had a hirhur teshuvah. And if
he had a hirhur teshuvah, is he still a rasha gamur? He’s not. If he had a hirhur teshuvah, he’s a tzaddik gamur now! This is mind
boggling!

In that second, this shlechte mentch, in that second, he turned around. But what kind of teshuvah did he do? The answer is,
teshuvah gemurah.

Shteit in this gemara mefurash that even when a person has no kaparas avonos and he’s still carrying all his sins with him
and will have to pay for every one of them - but teshuvah has nothing to do with that. He has the status of a tzaddik gamur if he
did ikar teshuvah.

The Chofetz Chaim talks about this. Everyone should know this chiddush from the Chofetz Chaim. He says, a guy came to him
and he said to him, “How could I daven for the amud? I feel like aza rasha. I talk lashon hara, I say all kinds of things. How could
I go daven for the amud afterwards? It’s not shayach.”

The Chofetz Chaim told him, “Do teshuvah, what’s the big deal? Be marbeh teshuvah.” A whole perek, the Chofetz Chaim
writes regarding this idea.

You understand, it makes no difference if you saw him do a maaseh rishus a second ago. It doesn’t make any difference. A
second later, he’s a tzaddik gamur. You see how easy it is to become a tzaddik gamur. You walk around like you're carrying the
world on your shoulders. You could be a tzaddik gamur.
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We're talking about a guy who could be chayav malkus, chayav misah. It could be that there are eidim against him. He is a
tzaddik gamur. Nu, so why don’t you do teshuvah? 3 (chofetz Chaim mentioned above)

So the question is, what be’emes is teshuvah? What is the teshuvah that you do in one second? What kind of value could
that teshuvah have? A big value, rabbosai. The Torah says 122721 7'oa. The gemara is mechadesh a gevaldige chiddush, that even
without the beficha, with bilvavcha alone, you could become a tzaddik. If you were taka meharher. In the passuk it says beficha
and bilvavcha. The gemara says, no, it’s beficha or bilvavcha. Even bilvavcha is enough.

So let’s understand something. What is the dynamic of a sin?

ANALYSIS OF A SIN

Let’s say a person sits down with his friends and says lashon hara, he says some lashon hara about the rebbi. He says,
“Everybody talks lashon hara about the rebbi, it’s fine, that’s not what Hashem is talking about.” But the Chofetz Chaim says
clearly, you can’t talk lashon hara about your rebbeim. So what do you do then? What is going on in the person’s mind who utters
those words out of his mouth? You know what he’s saying? A simple thing.

He’s saying, “Hashem, right now, I'm not going to listen to You. I can’t follow Your tzivui. I can’t do what You want.” You may
be a nice fellow and say to Hashem, “I’'m sorry” and “I hope You forgive me, but I've got to talk a little lashon hara now.” That’s nice.
You acknowledge there is a Hashem and then you ‘throw Him under the bus.’

Imagine you tell your son not to do something. He says, “Ta, I'm very sorry. I hate to do this to you, but I've got to do what I've
got to do.” He blows you out of the water and he does it anyway. “But I'm your father,” you say to him. What is the answer? “Sorry,
I'm not the son that you thought I was.” That’s what he’s telling you. “You thought I was a son that was close to you. You thought I
was somebody that was willing to listen to you.” “But I've given you so much. I give you so much.” “That’s not the point.”

The ma’aseh aveirah says to Hashem, “I'm being merachek myself from You. I'm creating a distance. You told me not to use
my mouth for bad things? Sorry. You told me not to go somewhere. You told me not to be mevatel Torah? Very nice, but I can’t do
it.”

Everything that happens to a person who does that is a result of his distancing himself from Hashem. Talk to children who
are going off the derech, you tell them, “How can you do this?” You know what they answer you? It’s a pele what they answer you.
Sometimes they say, “I'm sorry, I've got to do what makes me happy.” You tell them, “But do you realize, you're pulling away from
the family, pulling away from Yiddishkeit, from the whole Am Yisrael?” They answer, “I’'ve got to do what I've got to do.” And they
pull away. That’s what happens.

Teshuvah means, “Hashem, I want to come back. I acknowledge I distanced myself. I want to come back.”

That’s the easiest thing to do if you want to come back. The yesod of a hirhur teshuvah is the simple ratzon to come back.

A REAL-LIFE TESHUVAH STORY

I was just reading a heartbreaking story about a girl from a chassidishe mishpacha, a Gerrer family in Yerushalayim. At some
point in her life, when she was around 17, she decided that she had to distance herself from her family. So the bus driver who used
to drive the girls to school was nice to her and he asked her to meet. She later got engaged to him. The guy was from a completely
secular background, not only that, he was so clueless about Yiddishkeit, he didn’t know from any mitzvos whatsoever. The guy
didn’t grow up with one mitzvah. Not Yom Kippur. Not Rosh Hashanah. And she was a chassidishe girl from Ger. Ger is a chassidus
that has many values and minhagim.

She married the guy. She broke her family’s heart; her mother’s, father’s, brothers’, sisters’ and all her extended family. She
pulled away from them.

Then she writes, when she had kids she saw her husband was a bor reik, and empty pit. Not stam. The only thing he wanted to
do was to play soccer. That was his dream for himself and for his kids. He spent the whole Shabbos playing soccer. They had a kid
and he was ‘mechanech’ him to soccer.

,INTRY 7 NYPY DIYN DTN 12T XY 71997 17 AWK 'R 7K 07RO IXY D' TINIVA DT 7Y IMINIK NN ,07R DINRD (D" 0'70N) 71090 7Y 7' TNRY N KID DR ,'MYPRY TR
ANKRY NN YIT NI LI7 "MAYI .Y QT2 0" 30 07NN D7 170 1197 ARIR 'REDNIOR DNIAT IRYE "Y1 D702 DT K7 Y 10D n"aEn 1197 'M79N2 2% "0 'R DN
DNY7X ' 'NID NN DTRN MMKR' 7R ,0MYD NNdINNd DTRN 7V 122NN 1"N¥NY QR AT T XD AT 7wimn  NIRRALL.NIN 7R ipn 'y a7 7wimn nin ox (" n7np) amon
ANK 71,2790 178K NYT AW DAY 1277 XY 1RO, 7V 11aNNT MNaT XY WX NTLANNTAN N>R MK NIKY? NI 'RE7Y 12200 KIN D ARN DI D Yoy
7w N71xN |12 Y20* 910 101 ,0"7ITA D'RVN N'* k9N D (DY N7nj7) DONN KRNI (T INRN 'K WY M%7 DAUWN YW 1VI) 17 219X NID01,KIN 1WA D DTRN VT, U0 N DXy
N7 'MW 7V DTR? 17 "7NMY nywa (I DY NYWA 17'9K 170,71 2'7'Nn 17 'R 001w 1277 mxy 0'7nnn 73 ?'TNRY Nn v .0nn iy Nzt 17 AWOK 'K 'Y TV NNy
72V 72aN'Y NXIN KIN N 0NYO1ETNN NXY DMY9 LN TA TIV 722 DN7'1IND 'XNRN 7D AITK? DTN X IR DNNK NNYT IR T NN mxy IR 07NN nn v 17 17nn
NIE.NYYN 20 1T RN TR DY [N 17 1WT0! MDY NIR7NN IN0NYT7 XY KA [T ,17 'Y1oNn 1N07 XN 72 7'TNRY 1,127 1710 1WA 17V 1an'y 2 12T qlol,Nye
N2V 12V NIDT 927 XY YI2NY MUK DNK DIXA WY Q0N PXATROT YN 17K XY DTR AR (D 'WITR) 'Maa XN'KTI1EN2TAN TN X7 "9 ,NIN 7K 01 2dn MY
DTX [2 NN L1712V '21 D1.N7'70 DWW N 7702 RN non'? [N 1"NX NIK T K7W XY TN 7" NN 7R nipn MRY NTELAIN 937 XY VY 17 IR DK
W91 NI 7'M NTAW NXY K] XY )7V 127 7190 7R LINKR 1217 n"apn 070 D ) 197 Timyn 019 N2 ,0MI0K DM DY702 02T )9 NIRM D Ry NN IRIVN
2707 17 AWOK TXI,I7XD DT 12T7 AWNIITAN K7W NND0NA JNAWNNL Y7V 727N1 D7V VINNNIE, DI 72 172 NN JAYYA AIANNTNAIYNA 1NN N79N1 179N 75 0TIy
N7V 7271 NAUYN ATANRT [1',XAR0N KNIN DYV QWNR KNT N"1IP 2R N7V X7 DMy Xwn Xawy 0/ 0iRT (80 vsn ' 2"nim knRmIEN"pn 0o'mn D' 1m 197 non
VINNNYD ,NTN QTN )7 NYR N'D* K7 NITNR 0'AYD NTH 12T NYYN DXAY IN02Mi (NN 'K 719 MINN WY [IY70 NN i) ,[D20 7R XAINENINL 011 2'ND NN NIYN
' 9I0N1,NNIN 7Y NIIWRIN NVIN ND2 21YN N79N INK DWW AT'R? D2 17 7111 ,0MI0K DI TA (W91 INTN 12D 2Myn? NNIn |2 |aInd X ,NNINN 179N 0TIp 7wn?
7211 'K NINIL1'AN0PAL 11''0WN DD DINO 11270 112X DNIX IR NINT.OMI0K DTN NA7 WndY 17 nwi ' X7w TV DNIOK DTN INTNZ UXY? UX? XY 720nY
DT N2T7 K7W 1YY INTN7 1R 0DNX DTN D 7V ,17120 72V N2 N2T 0N2TA RY NN 207N N IR DNNIVA DAYV X X70,1'A070 NS DIN0o'Y n"apnn wpa?
Y'NN ;02T 7w 1775 .000700 'D n"apn DINO! 'RTIA NTAQ AT TXIL,N2MIN NYWA ' 071AW ™M 7V ,0" D71Ivn M 7V 7"TNRIL10'A070 NI'9 DINO'Y |'T Wiza7 7211 TRI DMION
L2WONRT NN 752 NIAMA LYNAN TR YWYSYT NIZYWY DTR DX OXY DTN D71VN 11Y2 12'¥01.XAN XN DN2T 02NN 721NN 7'TNK 21,0WOKRT NN 752 NIRTa byn? AR 120

("> '@ DMN% T '0,0"N YON) TN NYWA DTRY 17 TN N7 NN'Y 179K IN'W NN DTR? Tan1 21090 7V 7"INKY 031,115 12T 2,000 0'AT 079" N2 Nam D 7y

3 n'TRN NWOD R DIN'Y



One year on Purim, she wanted to show her kids what a real Purim was. They lived in a modern neighborhood in Yerushalayim.
So she took them to the more charedi neighborhood. She wanted to show them where she lived. “This is the area where I lived,” she
said. She showed them the house. She showed them the kids in the street, the mishloach manos, kids all dressed up. It’s lebedig. In
the frum neighborhoods in Yerushalayim, Purim is on the street. She took them into her house, she said, “This is the house where
Ilived.” She showed her kinderlach what a real Purim looked like. And she wanted to come back. She was desperate to come back.

She called the house and her mother answered the phone. Her mother spoke to her from time to time. Her mother kept the
lines open, there was some communication. Her father didn’t want to come to the phone. She said, “I want to talk to Tatty.” She
started to scream and cry, “I want to come back, I want you to let me in. I want my kids to see where I came from.” The father was
torn. He said, “Okay, let her come back.”

I said to myself, “That was the real thing! That’s teshuvah!” First, this girl said, “I want to go away. I want to live my own life.
I have my own personal needs and I'm willing to be merachek myself from You, Hashem I can’t think of You. I can only think of
myself.” Then, years later, she started doing teshuvah.

For her husband — they brought a speaker from Arachim to come to their house and speak to him and the family. This empty
bor reik was listening and at the end of his drashah — a personal little thing — he grabbed his wife’s hand and said, “Could he come
back next week?” The speaker came back the following week.

Today, the guy is sitting and learning Torah all day long! They moved to Beit Shemesh. She is already 100% frum. She works
for Arachim. Now she is a big speaker and she works with all these kids that go off the derech. That’s her specialty.

Helping others brings kaporah. Her kids are in frum schools. Her oldest son is having a hard time. There is no soccer in the
yeshivos.

It was a heartrending story. I read it right before I went to sleep and mamash the whole night, I was tossing back and forth.

But that’s what we do with Hashem. Every time we do an aveirah, we tell Hashem, “You know what, Hashem? Sorry. I've got
to do what I've got to do. I'm going to be merachek myself.” For all the chillul Shabbos, for all the treifos she ate, for all the aveiros
this person lived...My heart goes out for her, because now she became close. She is a tzaddik gamur today. She became a tzaddeikes
gemurah the second she told Hashem, “I want to come back.”

DUMP YOUR BAGGAGE THREE TIMES A DAY

This stage of teshuva, the state of coming back to Hashem, is way before you are mesaken and correct the past. Correcting the
past is the next challenge. That’s where you have to dump the baggage. If you want to lighten the load on the 18-wheeler, or lighten
the load on the truck and eventually disconnect the back from the front so it shouldn’t have any connection to you - that takes a lot
of work.

Every day we say this in Shemoneh Esrei, three times a day, ynn% i'ax na'wn, “Return us, Our Father, to Your Torah.” That
is teshuvah. If you’re not sure, look in the Artscroll siddur or some other siddurim. They have printed on top of it “Teshuvah.” You
think, where is the teshuvah? \nin% 1xax na'wn, that’s teshuvah? Yes. That’s teshuvah, rabbosai.

If you think, “Hashem, I mean it. I would like to come back to you. I'm sorry,” you just did teshuva! In one second, in the
middle of Shemoneh Esrei. It could be that when you started davening, you were a rasha gamur. They were torfin tefilosecha,
Hashem was tearing up your tefilos. And now, ‘n na'wn, I want to come back, Hashem. ynTiay% 113m nmanpi, “Tatty, I want to come
home. I'm sorry I distanced myself.”

Then the next brachah is 1ax 17 n70, “Forgive us, Our Father.” You see the proof right in front of your eyes - one brachah has
no shaychus to the next one. They are two distinct worlds, unrelated.

DEVELOP A RELATIONSHIP WITH HASHEM

Hakadosh Baruch Hu says, 78 naiw, “turn back to me,” n>7x naiwni, “I'll come back to you.” Teshuvah has nothing to do with
tikun chataim. It has to do with one thing: developing your relationship with Hashem.

You could have a person who even maybe has kaparas avonos — but he never did teshuvah. Maybe he did all the tikunim that
he’s supposed to do. He changes his behavior, but he says, “I don’t want to have a relationship with Hashem.”

I had a talmid that I made frum. Whenever I mentioned in a shiur the concept of having a relationship with Hashem, he got
upset. He used to tell me, “Don’t make up a new yiddishkeit.” I'm not sure why, but he was extremely sensitive to the obligation of
having to be karov to Hashem. He was ready to be a soldier in the army, and follow all the orders, but the hiskarvus to Hashem, he
couldn’t relate to.

You have to know, hiskarvus is not merely the first step of teshuvah. “Okay,” you say, “that’s the first step, what’s the next
step?” Is it kaparah? No. Hiskarvus is the ikar teshuvah. You’re wrong to think it is merely connected to teshuvah. The chelek of
kaparas avonos is a new thing. Hashem tells us if you do teshuvah - a certain kind of serious teshuvah with all the tenaim - if you
do a whole process, you’'ll be zocheh to wipe out the past.

But you've got to understand what teshuvah is. That’s why you can do teshuvah a hundred times a day. Every time you make a
mistake, every time you do an aveirah, every time you talk lashon hara, you say, “Hashem, I'm sorry I distanced myself from You.
I want to come back.” Of course, you’ve got to mean it. If you don’t want to have a shaychus to Hashem — if the rasha gamur who
married the lady didn’t mean that he wants to come back to Hashem, of course, it’s worth nothing. But the gemara (ibid) says xnw
1272 nawn A1nn, and if he did that, then the guy is a tzaddik gamur.
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You know how many times I spoke to people who told me, “I feel like a rasha gamur”? I say, “It’s fine. So become a tzaddik.”
So you know what they always say to me? “Easier said than done.” I tell them, “You're making a mistake. It’s easier done than said.
You're wrong. Do teshuvah.”

I tell them, “Through your cheit you went away from Hashem. Say, ‘Tatty, I want to come back.” That’s what you say.” Teshuvah
is all about acknowledging that you went away from Hashem and now you want to come back.

You know who doesn’t do teshuvah? I've met reshaim gemurim, who say, “Don’t tell me about being close to Hashem. I'm very
spiritual. I have a very close connection to Hashem”. I say, “You know what you have with Hashem? Spitting on Hashem. Nothing.
Gornisht.” You can’t say I'm close to Hashem and continue to sin.

There was once a rebbetzin who went off the derech. She had 10 or 12 kids. She became geferlich. She became extreme. She
used to walk around the neighborhood where she had been a rebbetzin, in front of everybody, acting geferlich. She once told my
wife, “I have no qualms. I am very close to Hashem. I have a very good connection with Hashem.” She must have mistaken Hashem
for one of these reshaim on the street.

A person has to know this: Before you open up the sefer of Shaarei Teshuvah, you have to first say to yourself, “Do teshuvah.
I want to be miskarev to Hashem.”

SEEKING HASHEM: A DECISION TO BECOME CLOSE

If somebody utilizes these special days, Aseres Yemei Teshuvah, when Hashem says ix¥nna 'n w17, they could advance so
much! You know what Hashem is telling us? These days it’s easier to decide to come close to Hashem. That’s all it means. These
days, the days of Aseres Yemei Teshuvah, seek out Hashem. It’s even easier now.

And remember, the coming back to Hashem has nothing to do with any ma’aseh. It has nothing to do with the world of action.
All it is is a decision to get close. In one second. 1272 NAIWN NN KNWY.

Many times, when I would be mekarev somebody, I would talk to other people in kiruv and I would say, “Were you zocheh yet
to get the person to do teshuvah?” “Nabh, it takes years to get them to do teshuvah.” I would say, “No. My first thing is to introduce
them to Hashem. I tell them all about Hashem. And I say, ‘Hashem loves you and Hashem is waiting for you. Just say the following,
Hashem, I want to be close to you.”” It takes time until you become close to Hashem, but teshuvah can be done in an instant.

We once had a neighbor, back in the day. Once, in the middle of the night, they came knocking on our door. The guy was dying.
They wanted a rabbi to come over. We lived in the same house as my grandfather (Rav Avidgor Miller). My grandfather was a kohen,
so he couldn’t go over there. When they came over again, my father went over there instead. My grandfather told him, “Get him to
do a hirhur teshuvah.” That’s all he wanted. Ask him, “If you could do it over again, would you want to be closer to Hashem?” If the
guy says, “Yes,” you just turned this guy from a rasha gamur to a tzaddik.

There is a famous story with a dybbuk of a yeshivah bachur. When he was alive, the bachur went off the derech, and he went
to Africa, and then he died. At some point later, his spiritual identity came into a living person. So when the rabbanim who were
dealing with the dybbuk were questioning the bachur, they asked him, “We don’t understand you. Why didn’t you do teshuvah?
Just one hirhur teshuvah! As you were dying, just one hirhur teshuvah and you are already a tzaddik! Whether you have kaparas
avonos or not, that’s a different story. But you're a tzaddik.” You know what he said? He was thrown off a wagon, and when the
wagon tipped, he got discombobulated. He didn’t have his wits about him to do teshuvah. That’s all you've got to do - do teshuvah.

The problem is, a lot of people are such reshaim and they are all planning on doing teshuvah at the end of their life. I've spoken
to a lot of reshaim. You know what they said? “Me, if I could do it over again, I wouldn’t do anything different.” And I said, “Wow,
what a tipesh.” It’s one thing to be a rasha and another to be unintelligent. I've given you a way out, and you still say you wouldn’t
change, you wouldn’t do anything different?! All I am asking is that you should have a close relationship with Hashem. That’s all.
If you want a relationship with Hashem, you’re a ba’al teshuvah and a tzaddik gamur!

“BE A TZADDIK, DON’T STAY A RASHA”

It says on Rosh Hashanah, Hashem has the sefer chayim for tzaddikim open. We should be zocheh to be written inside,
besifron shel tzaddikim. Some say gemurim, Ualter, whatever it is. But most importantly, we should be tzaddikim. If the guy is not a
tzaddik on erev Rosh Hashanah, how is he going to become a tzaddik on Rosh Hashanah? The answer is very simple. Say, “Hashem,
I want to come back to You. You are my Melech. I want to have a shaychus to You. I want to come closer. You understand that?”

Now you’ll understand something else. There is a gemara in Niddah (30b). The gemara says: In Tehillim it says 'n 202 n7y' m
0'o> '3, a person who has clean hands nnn% yawa 871 'wo1 XY kw1 X7 "wk 127 71, and he didn’t swear falsely. Now, what does that
mean, he didn’t swear falsely? What do you think it means? You think, a lot of people like to swear. I swear to this, I swear to that.

Says the gemara, nyiawn x'n nni, what is the shavua? We are talking about a specific shavua here. When you were born,
Hashem said: “Step up to the plate. We’re sending you down. You're next. Get ready to be a parachuter. You're going down into
olam hazeh.” Now, you were fighting, you were kicking and screaming because you didn’t want to go. They said, “You're next.” It
says, people are fighting and screaming, they don’t want to go down. Hashem sends us down bal korchacha, against our will. Bal
korchacha you’re sent down into this world. Before you go, they tell you to keep quiet for a second and they say to you, “Say ‘I
swear’.” You say, “I'm not saying nothing.” Okay, okay. There is another rule called mashbiin osoi, the beis din could mashbia you,
they could adjure you. They are mashbia a person: ywn 'an 7x1 7*71x 'nn. They put each person up in front of malachim and they say,
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I am sorry to tell you, is it possible that you're not going to do aveiros? Of course you're going to do aveiros. So what do they
expect? You're never going to sin the rest of your life?! xon' 71210 nwy' "wx yaxa 7'y '8, Everybody makes mistakes. Everybody does
wrong. So what is pshat over here?

You know what the answer is? To ‘be a tzaddik’ means to do teshuvah. “I’'m giving you a gift of teshuvah,” Hashem says. “I'm
giving you a way out that any time you become a rasha, you can become a tzaddik again.” ywn 'nn 7x means, if you do an aveirah
and you become a rasha, don’t stay a rasha. Become a tzaddik right away. To do that all you have to do is say, “Hashem, I'm sorry
I distanced myself. I want to come back.”

That’s the first step to teshuvah. If you do that, then you are going to be in good shape. To be a tzaddik in the eyes of Hashem
is a very valuable position.

It says o1y anix 'n. It doesn’t say n'wwn anix 'n - even though reshaim like to make up that passuk as if it’s true for them. We
used to have a joke when we were kids. We’d say, “Hashem watches a tzaddik, but He is irmmyy 75 721w, he breaks all his bones.” So
we used to always ask, “Hashem breaks all his bones?! I thought Hashem loves tzaddikim?” So the guy’s wondering - it’s a stirah
in the passuk! They open the passuk, you know what it says? It says, Immxy 75 'niw. So I think a lot of these reshaim think it says
o'wwn anix ‘0 and e o'prTen 3. They make a mistake. It doesn’t say that. It says in the pesukim, Tnw' n'ywnn % nxi oprx anik 'n.

So what should you do? 7*1x 'nn. You took an oath. p1x 'nn, Hashem says. As much as you can, be a tzaddik. If a person does
that, he is going to be matzliach.

g IN ConcLusIoN §§

What is our avodah in the Aseres Yemei Teshuvah? Doing Teshuvah! That means we have to focus all our
energies on doing the mitzvah of teshuvah and get past the yetzer hara that tries hard to distract us and may make
us think that we can’t suceed in doing teshuvah. We often confuse doing tikun hamaasim or mechilas avonos
with doing teshuvah. These are important obligations but they are not the same thing as doing teshuvah which is
returning to Hashem. And when a person has a hirhur teshuvah, that alone is enough to make him into a tzaddik
- as long as he intends to continue drawing closer to Hashem. The gemara and the Chofetz Chaim tell us how easy
it is to do the easy, initial, basic step of changing our status from rasha’to ‘tzaddik.’ The aveirah makes a person
become distant from Hashem. Teshuvah is the simple ratzon to come back and be close to Hashem, and that
closeness is the tkar hateshuvah - the main part of all our efforts. The Aseres Yemei Teshuvah are here for us - it is
a time when it is easy to seek out and build a relationship with Hashem. This week (bli neder) I will practice doing
the first step in teshuvah by acquiring the status of ‘a tzaddik.’ I will say or think a few times: “Hashem, I'm sorry
I distanced myself. I want to come close to You,” and follow that up by deciding on ways to do that. In that way, I
hope to continue the teshuvah process and be written and sealed in the book of tzadikkim for life.
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