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TESHUVAH COULD HAVE SAVED PHARAOH
 In the beginning of the Parshah, Hashem is talking to Moshe and tells 

him to come to Pharaoh: 

 וַיֹּאֵֹמֶַרְ ה' אֵֶלְ מַֹשִֶׁה בּאֵֹ אֵֶלְ פַַּרְְעֹֹה כִִּי אֲֵנִִי הִכְְבַּדְָתִִּי אֵֶתַ לְִבּוֹ וְאֵֶתַ לְֵבָ עֲַבָָדָָיו לְְמַַעַַן שִִׁתִַי אֵֹתַֹתַַי אֵֵלֶֶּה 
בְּקִִרְְבּוֹ

“And Hashem said to Moshe, ‘Go to Pharaoh. For I have hardened his 
heart and the hearts of his servants, in order that I may display My signs 
among them’”  (Shemos 10:1). 

My Rebbi, R’ Meir HaLevi Soloveichik, zt”l, pointed out that this pasuk 
says that Hashem hardened Pharaoh’s heart in order to bring upon him all 
these miraculous blows. Based on this, it would seem that if Hashem would 
not have hardened Pharaoh’s heart, He would not have been able to bring 
these miraculous blows on Pharaoh. That’s what it seems. My Rebbi said, 
“What’s the p’shat in that?” This question needs explanation. Furthermore, 
he said, in last week’s parsha we also saw how the makkos were a punishment 
for the Egyptians. The pasuk says:

וַיֹּאֵֹמֶַרְ ה' אֵֶלְ מַֹשִֶׁה רְְאֵֵה נְִתַַתִִּיךָ אֱֵלֹקִִים לְְפַַרְְעֹֹה וְאֵַהֲרְֹן אֵָחִִיךָ יִהְיֶה נְִבִָיאֵֶךָ 

“See, I place you in the role of judge to Pharaoh, with your brother 
Aaron as your prophet (Shemos 7:1).

Rashi explains what it means to be appointed as a judge. “This signifies 
I have made you a judge and castigator - to castigate him with plagues and 
suffering.”1

 The Brisker Rav explained that without the second pasuk (Shemos 7:1), 
I would have thought that the purpose of the makkos was to get the Yidden 
out of Mitzrayim and these makkos were simply to pressure Pharoah to do 
Hashem’s will. But you see from here that it was an onesh, a punishment, in 
order to fulfill Hashem’s promise to Avraham Avinu, וגם אֵתַ הגוי אֵשרְ עֹיבָודָו דָן אֵנִכְי, 
“the nation that will subjugate you, I will punish them” (Bereishis 15:14). And 
the Brisker Rav brought proof from the Mishnah in Eduyos (2:10), which says 
that מַשפַט המַצרְיים שנִיים עֹשרְ חִדָש - the Egyptians were destined to be judged for 
12 months. Why? Because they had enslaved the Jewish people. And Moshe 
was therefore appointed to administer these punishments and to fulfill this 
mishpat of 12 months. 

If so, asked my Rebbi, why did Hashem have to harden the hearts of 
Pharaoh and his servants, to bring upon them these miraculous signs and 
punishments? They were supposed to receive these punishments because they 
enslaved the Jews! They weren’t getting punished in order to let the Jews out. 

1 נִתַתַיך אֵלְהים לְפַרְעֹה. שִׁוֹפֵַט וְרְוֹדֶָה, לְִרְְדּוֹתַוֹ בְָמַַכִּוֹתַ וְיִסּוּרְִין
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But if you tell me that the onshim were for the sins and the wickedness that 
Pharaoh had done to the Jews, then why did Hashem have to harden his heart 
in order to give them the mishpat which they were already entitled to?! Let 
Hashem say to Pharaoh, “You are a terrible rasha for what you did, and I am 
going to strike you!” Why did Hashem have to harden his heart in order to 
give him the mishpat, which they were already entitled to get for enslaving 
the Jews?! 

The Rebbe learned an eye-opening yesod from here. He said that vos 
sheit do is a hafladike zach: if Pharaoh would have done teshuvah, it would 
have protected and shielded him from all the judgment and punishments that 
he had already deserved for enslaving the Jews in Mitzrayim, as it says in 
Avos (4:11):

 רְַבִּי אֱֵלְִיעֶַזֶֶרְ בֶּן יַעֲַקִֹבָ אֵוֹמֵַרְ, הָעֹוֹשֶֶׂה מִַצְוָה אֵַחִַתַ, קִוֹנִֶה לְוֹ פְַרְַקְִלְִיט אֵֶחִָדָ. וְהָעֹוֹבֵָרְ עֲַבֵָרְָה אֵַחִַתַ, 
 .קִוֹנִֶה לְוֹ קִַטֵֵּגוֹרְ אֵֶחִָדָ. תְִּשִׁוּבָָה וּמַַעֲַשִֶׂים טוֹבִָים, כִִּתְַרְִיס בִּפְַנִֵי הַפַֻּרְְעַָנִוּתַ

 “Rabbi Eliezer son of Yaakov says: One who does a single good deed 
acquires a single defender. One who does a single sin acquires a single 
prosecutor. Repentance and good deeds are a shield against punishments.”

If Pharaoh would have done teshuvah, his teshuvah would have helped 
him to be mevatel the gezeira of all the onshim that he’d already earned for 
having enslaved the Jews for decades prior to this! And that’s why Hakodosh 
Boruch Hu had to be machbid his lev, to prevent him from doing teshuvah, for 
it would have been his key to getting out of the onesh. ֹלְְמַַעַַן שִִׁתִַי אֵֹתַֹתַַי אֵֵלֶֶּה בְּקִִרְְבּו. 
Do you hear this amazing zach? 

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu sometimes brings onshim upon us for behavior 
that we’ve done. He brings us the onshim which we deserve. The din for these 
chataim that we committed was already decreed and sealed, and the reason 
why we didn’t do teshuvah for those sins - before the decree was handed down 
- is because we were obstinate. Yes, we committed the aveiros, and deserved 
and earned that punishment. Now, if a person did teshuvah - if Hashem didn’t 
harden his heart - then the Teshuvah becomes כִִּתְַרְִיס, like a shield, in the face 
of punishment; it protects the person from onshim. The Rebbe pointed out 
that if we look at the makkah of arbeh (locust), Pharaoh acknowledged that he 
sinned and that he was a rasha, as it says: וַיֹּאֵֹמֶַרְ חִָטָאֵתִַי לְַה’ אֱֵלֹקִֵיכְֶם וְלְָכְֶם (Shemos 
10:16). And not only that, he recognized that the makkah came from Hashem 
and that every single thing that Moshe had warned about actually transpired. 
He even understood that now he had to ask Moshe to daven to Hashem, to 
beseech Hashem, to remove this makkah, as it says in the next pasuk, ֵוְעַַתִָּה שֶָׂא 
 Forgive my offense“ ,נִָאֵ חִַטֵָּאֵתִַי אֵַךְ הַפַַּעַַם וְהַעְַתִִּירְוּ לְַה’ אֱֵלֹקִֵיכְֶם וְיָסֵרְ מֵַעַָלְַי רְַקִ אֵֶתַ הַמָָּוֶתַ הַזֶֶּה
just this once, and plead with your Hashem, that this death but be removed 
from me.”

PARTIAL TESHUVAH DOESN’T HELP
After Moshe davened, Pharaoh saw that Moshe’s tefilla helped. Hashem 

showed Pharaoh the power of teshuvah. But still and all, even after Pharoah 
did some kind of teshuvah - after the makkah went away - Hashem hardened 
his heart, as it says: ְוַיְחִַזֵֶּקִ ה’ אֵֶתַ לְֵבָ פַַּרְְעֹֹה וְלְאֵֹ שִִׁלֶַּחִ אֵֶתַ בְּנִֵי יִשְֶׂרְָאֵֵל (v. 20). The Rebbe 
explained that what happened here is the following. Teshuvah, he said, has 
three parts: regret for what I did in the past (חִרְטה), accepting not to repeat 
it (ָהעֹתַיד עֹלְ  אֵתִַי Pharaoh said .(וידָוי) and confession ,(קִבָלְה   I sinned to“ ,חִָטָ֛
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Hashem and to you,” and regretted his actions, but he was lacking ְעֹל  קִבָלְה 
 Therefore, since he never accepted to change in the future, he didn’t .העֹתַידָ
merit the total annulment of the gezeirah from himself. The fact is, since he 
almost did teshuvah, Hashem showed him a partial result, but since he didn’t 
do a complete teshuvah, that teshuvah didn’t work, it didn’t stick.

EVERY PERSON DOES AVEIROS THAT NEED TESHUVAH
 Each one of us, in our lives, is not perfect, as it says in Koheles (7:20), 

יֶחֱִטָאֵ וְלְאֵֹ  טֵּוֹבָ  יַעֲַשֶֶׂה  אֲֵשִֶׁרְ  בָּאֵָרְֶץ  צַדִּיקִ   there is not one good man on earth who“ ,אֵֵין 
does what is best and doesn’t err.” And, certainly, if we are not tzaddikim, we 
incur great onshim, because there is no such thing as doing an aveirah and not 
having an onesh for that aveirah. But you have to know that there is the power 
of teshuvah. 

My Rebbi said that we find the same issue with Klal Yisrael as well, when 
Moshe was concerned that Klal Yisrael wouldn’t listen to him when he told 
them that the time for redemption had come. And the Torah testifies that they 
didn’t listen:

וַיְדַָבֵּרְ מַֹשִֶׁה כִֵּן אֵֶלְ בְּנִֵי יִשְֶׂרְָאֵֵלְ וְלְאֵֹ שִָׁמְַעֹוּ אֵֶלְ מַֹשִֶׁה מִַקֹֹּצֶרְ רְוּחִַ וּמֵַעֲַבָֹדָָה קִָשִָׁה 

“But when Moshe told this to Bnei Yisrael, they would not listen to 
Moshe, their spirits crushed by cruel bondage” (Shemos 6:9).

Rashi comments here that they didn’t accept Moshe’s “words of comfort.” 
My Rebbi asked, what’s the p’shat here? How is it possible that they were not 
mekabel any comfort?! Isn’t this a “way of the world,” that when a person has 
been suffering in jail for many years, and worse yet, the suffering has been 
getting stronger over the last several years, he certainly would want to get 
out?! So why did Klal Yisroel tell Moshe, “Why are you redeeming us?” When 
Moshe came to them to announce the coming redemption, they should have 
rejoiced כְִּמַַיִם קִָרְִים עַַלְ נִֶפֶַשִׁ עֲַיֵפַָה (like water on a very weary soul)! How is it that 
Klal Yisroel didn’t accept Moshe’s “words of comfort”? What’s the p’shat?! 
So the Rebbe explained that Hashem promised Klal Yisroel through Moshe 
that, number one, Hashem is going to save Klal Yisrael by taking them out 
from avdus to cheirus - they would become free people, no more slavery; 
and number two, Hashem would take them out from the land of Mitzrayim. 
Both of these things transpired at different times. The freedom from being 
slaves happened on the night of the 15th of Nissan, when Pharoah came and 
told them: קִוּמַוּ צְְּאֵוּ מִַתִּוֹךְ עַַמִָּי, “Get up, depart from among my people” (Shemos 
12:31). The Gemara Yerushalmi (Pesachim 37a) comments that Pharaoh told 
them: ’לְְשִֶׁעַָבַָרְ הָיִיתֶַם עַַבְָדֵָי פַַרְְעֹֹה מִַיכִָּן וָהֵילְַךְ אֵַתִֶּם עַַבְָדֵָי ה, “In the past, you were servants 
of Pharaoh, from now on you are servants of Hashem.” And that night, Klal 
Yisrael said: הלְלְויה - הלְלְו עֹבָדָי ה’ ולְאֵ עֹבָדָי פַרְעֹה. They were no more avdei Pharoah. 
But they didn’t yet leave Mitzrayim that night. When did they leave? They left 
the next morning, as it says: וַיְהִי בְּעֶַצֶם הַיֹּוֹם הַזֶֶּה יָצְאֵוּ כִָּלְ צִבְָאֵוֹתַ ה' מֵַאֵֶרְֶץ מִַצְרְָיִם, “and it 
was in the middle of the day, all the hosts of Hashem departed from the land 
of Egypt” (Shemos 12:41).

YETZIAS MITZRAIM WAS CONDITIONED 
So we see that the full geulah happened the next day. Now, the Rebbe 

explained a very interesting thing. The freedom from slavery that Klal Yisroel 
received on the night of the 15th of Nissan was not simply a freedom, a ְשחִרְור, 
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from being the slaves of Pharaoh. Rather, it was freedom of going from being 
slaves of Pharaoh פַרְעֹה ה’ ,to being the slaves of Hashem עֹבָדָי   like the ,עֹבָדָי 
Yerushalmi’s statement above, פַרְעֹה עֹבָדָי  ולְאֵ  ה’  עֹבָדָי   So when they said .הלְלְו 
 but ,עֹבָדָי פַרְעֹה they didn’t thank Hashem for being freed from being - הלְלְויה
they thanked Hashem for becoming ’עֹבָדָי ה. 

The Rebbe explained that the Yetzias Mitzraim was conditioned on the 
following: כִִּי אֲֵנִִי ה’ אֱֵלֹקִֵיכְֶם הַמָּוֹצִיאֵ אֵֶתְַכְֶם וִידַָעְַתִֶּם  וְהָיִיתִַי לְָכְֶם לְֵאֵלֹקִִים  לְִי לְְעַָם   וְלְָקִַחְִתִִּי אֵֶתְַכְֶם 
 .And I will take you to be My people, and I will be your G-d“ ,מִַתִַּחִַתַ סִבְָלְוֹתַ מִַצְרְָיִם
And you shall know that I am Hashem, your G-d, who freed you from the 
labors of the Egyptians” (Shemos 6:7). The entire yetzia was on the condition 
that we become ’עֹבָדָי ה!

 As a side note, I was once trying to be mekarev a boy from a Modern 
Orthodox family whose parents thought their son was getting good chinuch. 
I asked him, “Do they teach in school about Judaism? I know they teach you 
about Israel, but do they teach you about Judaism?” “Of course,” he said. 
“Did they teach about Yetzias Mitzrayim?” “Of course.” “Did they teach about 
Pesach?” “Of course!” “What did they tell you we celebrate on Pesach?” He 
said, “That we got freed from slavery.” I said, “Really? Say that again?” “That 
we got freed from slavery.” I started to laugh so hard that I fell off my chair (I 
actually made myself fall off the chair), and I started rolling on the floor from 
laughter. The kid was looking at me with these big eyes.  I told him, “They 
duped you. They fooled you. That’s not Jewish. That’s Mizrachi. My friend, 
that’s the new Torah.” He was clearly confused. He asked me, “Rabbi, what do 
you mean? Don’t you celebrate the same Pesach?” I said, “No.” “So then what 
do you celebrate,” he asked me.  I said, “We celebrate that we became ’עֹבָדָי ה 
and we became ’עֹבָדָי ה forever! וַיֹּוֹצֵאֵ אֵֶתַ עַַמָּוֹ יִשְֶׂרְָאֵֵלְ מִַתִּוֹכְָם לְְחִֵרְוּתַ עֹוֹלְָם…וּמַַלְְכְוּתַוֹ בְָרְָצוֹן 
לְוּ עֲַלְֵיהֶם  ”.(Tefillas Ma’ariv) קִִבְּ֒

But they didn’t teach that in his school. And it’s a major mistake because 
the reason Hashem took us out of Egypt was on this condition - that we serve 
Him. People think that Hashem was concerned with slavery like Avraham 
Lincoln was concerned (he apparently also went to the Mizrachi school and 
thought he was emulating Hashem because Hashem didn’t like slavery). But 
that’s not the case. Hashem’s problem was His people - that we were slaves of 
Pharaoh and not His slaves! כִִּי לְִי בְָנִֵי יִשְֶׂרְָאֵֵלְ עֲַבָָדִָים – עֲַבָָדַָי הֵם וְלְאֵֹ עֲַבָָדִָים לְַעֲַבָָדִָים. That’s 
a whole new look. This kid was shocked. And because of that conversation, I 
convinced him to leave that school. Today, he’s a Rav. He went to Brisk, went 
on to learn in many yeshivos, he and his brother, and the rest of his family 
changed as well. Hodu l’Hashem ki tov! 

Now, listen to how my Rebbe explained why Klal Yisrael didn’t listen 
to the “words of the comfort” of Moshe. He said that if you look at Mechilta 
d’Rabbi Yishmael (12:6), it comments on וְלְאֵֹ שִָׁמְַעֹוּ אֵֶלְ מַֹשִֶׁה:

 רְבָי יהודָה בָן בָתַירְאֵ אֵומַרְ, הרְי הואֵ אֵומַרְ ולְאֵ שמַעֹו אֵלְ מַשה מַקִוצרְ רְוחִ וגו', וכְי יש לְך אֵדָם 
 שהואֵ מַתַבָשרְ בָשורְה טובָה ואֵינִו שמַחִ? שנִאֵמַרְ יולְדָ לְך בָן זֶכְרְ שמַחִ שמַחִהו )ירְמַיה כְ(, רְבָו מַוציאֵו
 לְחִירְותַ ואֵינִו שמַחִ, אֵם כְן, לְמַה נִאֵמַרְ ולְאֵ שמַעֹו אֵלְ מַשה, אֵלְאֵ שהיה קִשה בָעֹינִיהם לְפַרְוש מַעֹ"זֶ,
 שנִאֵמַרְ ואֵומַרְ אֵלְיהם אֵיש שקִוצי עֹינִיו השלְיכְו ובָגלְולְי מַצרְים אֵלְ תַטמַאֵו )יחִזֶקִאֵלְ כְ(. )ואֵומַרְ, וימַרְו
ויצוםאֵלְ בָנִי ישרְאֵלְ – צום וידָבָרְ ה' אֵלְ מַשה ואֵלְ אֵהרְן   בָי בָיתַ ישרְאֵלְ בָמַדָבָרְ( הדָאֵ הואֵ דָכְתַיבָ, 

לְפַרְוש מַעֹבָודָה זֶרְה

 “R’ Yehudah ben Beseira says: It is written (Shemos 6:9) “But they did 
not listen to Moshe because of shortness of spirit, etc.” Now is there anyone 

שיחִותַ ישרְאֵלְ: בָאֵ    4



who is given glad tidings and does not rejoice? As it says (Yeremiah 20:14), 
“A son has been born to you - Rejoice him!” His Master is freeing him from 
bondage, and he does not rejoice? What, then, is the intent of “And they did 
not listen to Moshe, etc.”? It was difficult for them to abandon their idolatry, 
as it says (Yechezkel 20:7), “And I said to them (in Mitzrayim): Let every man 
cast away the detestations from before his eyes and not defile himself with 
the idols of Egypt.” This is the intent of (Shemos 6:13) “And Hashem spoke to 
Moshe and to Aharon, and He commanded them regarding the children of 
Israel” - He commanded them to abandon idolatry.”

 The Rebbe said, “You want to know why the Yidden couldn’t listen to 
Moshe? They wanted to hear that they were getting freed because Hashem 
didn’t like slavery, and they wanted to be “proud and free” people.” But that 
wasn’t what Moshe said. They were told that there was a condition to getting 
freed. They could get out, but on the condition that each of them would be a 
proud Eved Hashem. And that’s where their difficulty lay.

Rashi (on Shemos 12:6) cites another Mechilta:

 וּלְְפִַי שִֶׁהָיוּ שְִׁטוּפִַין בֶּאֱֵלְִילְִים אֵָמַַרְ לְָהֶם מִַשְִׁכְוּ וּקְִחִוּ לְָכְֶם מִַשְִׁכְוּ יְדֵָיכְֶם מֵַאֱֵלְִילְִים וּקְִחִוּ לְָכְֶם צאֵֹן  
.שִֶׁלְ מִַצְוָה

 Since they were sunk in idolatry, He said to them (v. 21) מַשכְו “Draw” - 
withdraw your hands from idols, וקִחִו לְכְם צאֵן “and take unto yourselves a lamb” 
to fulfill a mitzvah of Hashem (Mechilta d’Rabbi Yishmael). Hashem said that 
they had to sign up for Hashem’s “program.” They had to get rid of avoda 
zarah; they had to do Korban Pesach, and bris milah, because their lifestyle 
was a contradiction. And when Klal Yisrael heard this from Moshe, they 
couldn’t hear of it. But the Rebbe asked, where do we see this in the pasuk? 
We see this idea in Chazal, but where is it in the pasuk? If you look at Targum 
Yonosan on the words of וּמֵַעֲַבָֹדָָה קִָשִָׁה, he says as follows:

 וּמַַלְֵילְ מַשִֶׁה כְִּדֵָין עִַם בְּנִֵי יִשְרְָאֵֵלְ וְלְָאֵ קִַבִּילְוּ מִַן מַשִֶׁה מִַקְִפִַּידָוּתַ רְוּחִָאֵ וּמִַפַּוּלְְחִָנִָאֵ נִוּכְְרְָאֵָה קִַשְִׁיָאֵ 
דִָי בִּידֵָיהוֹן

 “And Moshe spoke as such to Bnei Yisrael; but they couldn’t accept it 
from Moshe, through anxiety of spirit, and from the foreign and hard service 
(i.e., avoda zarah) which was upon their hands.”

TRUE TESHUVAH REQUIRES TRUE CHANGE
Rabbosai, this is a tremendously insightful lesson for us. When a person 

gets a clap from Hashem as a punishment, everybody tries to figure out how 
they can get out of it. Their wife tells them that they have to do teshuvah, but 
they say, “But how can I give it up? I am attached to it, it’s my lifestyle already, 
this is who I am? Can I go back to Yeshiva?! Can they expect me to go back to 
Yeshiva? I can’t do that.” A person has to realize that he has to do teshuvah! 
Saying “chatasi” one time is not enough. Going to a Rosh HaYeshiva or some 
Gadol and asking them, “Please daven for me, entreat Hashem for me, I need 
a break here,” might work for a little while, but ultimately, Hashem says “You 
have to change!” 
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In the Sefer HaIkarim (Ma’amar 4:25), Rav Yosef Albo (1380-1444), one 
of the Rishonim, discusses this subject at length. 2 He asks how does teshuvah 
help even when the person is doing teshuvah because Hashem is striking 
him? He says a very interesting thing: When a master is beating his slave, it’s 
natural for the slave to say, “Ok, ok, stop, stop, I am sorry,” or when a father 
gives a yingele a potch, the kid says, “Ta, please stop. Ok, Ok.” That, says Rav 
Albo, is not called doing teshuvah, that’s called “I am saying things to get the 
banging or clapping to stop, but I am not choosing to become better.” That’s 
not teshuvah at all! Even if you understand that the clap is from Hashem, if you 
are not ready to choose to make a change in your life and turn it around, then 
it’s not going to help. He says an example of this was none other than Pharaoh. 
When Pharoah got “hit,” he said the same thing, “Ok, Ok, I am a rasha, pray to 
Hashem to take this maves (death) away from me!” And it worked to take away 
the clap, but as soon as the makkah left, Pharaoh went back to his old ways. 
He never chose to do teshuvah, and that’s why, even though he said חִאֵטתַי 
one time, it wasn’t even teshuvah at all. It was nothing. Rav Albo says that 
Pharoach deserved that Hashem was וַיְחִַזֵֶּקִ אֵֶתַ לְֵבָ פַַּרְְעֹֹה. Teshuvah that a person 
does because he is being struck by Hashem only works when the person is 
sincerely ready to change; he’s not saying chatasi just to free himself from the 
blows.

 This is what we have to know: when Hashem brings a punishment upon 
us, ask yourself this question: “Am I willing to change? Do I want to change?” 
Or is it simply, “I have no choice.” I’ve told many people who’ve called me, 
“Are you ready to change?” I usually get three types of answers. First, you have 
people who say, “I am not sure.” You know, it’s amazing for me to hear this. 
“What do you mean you are not sure?” “Well, how do I know for sure that you 
are right? How do I know for sure that that’s the reason?” And then there’s a 
person who says, “Do I have much choice?” This is saying that “I don’t want to 
do teshuvah. I realize that I’ve chosen a wrong path in my life and I am going 
to choose to do the right thing because I am desperate.” And the third answer 
is, “I give up.”

FORCED TESHUVA DOESN’T WORK 
I was recently speaking with someone who went through Gehenom; it 

shouldn’t happen to anybody. This guy suffered blow after blow. His life was 
torn apart. He is actually a nice fellow. I told him, “You know, Rav Yosef Albo 
says, how can you tell if a person is willing to do teshuvah? If a person is trying 
to change, he doesn’t blame other people. When someone blames others, what 
he’s really saying is, “It’s not really my fault. It’s that person’s fault. Oh, my 
wife got a therapist, an anti-semite who hates men and they put me into this 
position, etc.” One fellow told me, “My father was a mean, evil person, a devil

2 כְי המַצוה הזֶאֵתַ אֵשרְ אֵנִכְי מַצוך היום לְאֵ נִפַלְאֵתַ היאֵ מַמַך ולְאֵ רְחִוקִה היאֵ לְאֵ בָשמַים היאֵ וגו׳ ולְאֵ מַעֹבָרְ לְים 

היאֵ וגו׳ כְי קִרְובָ אֵלְיך וגו׳, וכְלְ זֶה בָלְי ספַקִ מַדָבָרְ עֹלְ התַשובָה, ויורְה עֹלְ זֶה אֵמַרְו בָפַיך ובָלְבָבָך לְעֹשותַו, שעֹנִין 
התַשובָה תַלְוי בָוידָוי הפַה ובָחִרְטתַ הלְבָ כְמַו שנִבָאֵרְ, וכְן פַירְש הרְמַבָ״ן זֶ״לְ שעֹלְ התַשובָה ידָבָרְ, והפַלְיג הכְתַובָ 
לְשבָחִ אֵותַה בָשאֵמַרְ לְאֵ בָשמַים היאֵ ולְאֵ מַעֹבָרְ לְים היאֵ. וזֶה כְאֵלְו אֵמַרְ שהדָבָרְ לְגודָלְ עֹרְכְו היה רְאֵוי לְך לְהשתַדָלְ 
ולְטרְוחִ בָעֹדָו כְלְ טורְחִ שבָעֹולְם, אֵפַילְו לְעֹלְותַ לְשמַים אֵם אֵפַשרְ אֵו לְעֹבָורְ הים כְדָי לְהשיגו שהואֵ דָבָרְ יקִרְ העֹרְך 
מַאֵדָ, לְפַי שאֵין ההקִש גוזֶרְ שיהיה לְחִוטאֵ כְפַרְה בָשום פַנִים, כְמַאֵמַרְ הנִבָיאֵ בָמַה אֵקִדָם ה׳ וגו׳, הירְצה ה׳ וגו׳, 
אֵמַרְ כְי כְלְ כְך היה רְאֵוי לְתַתַ שכְרְ גדָולְ לְהנִצלְ מַן העֹונִש עֹלְ העֹבָרְותַ שאֵינִנִו יודָעֹ כְמַה יתַן ומַה יספַיקִ לְזֶה, אֵם 
אֵלְפַי אֵילְים אֵו רְבָבָותַ נִחִלְי שמַן אֵו היתַן בָכְורְו שכְרְ פַשעֹו אֵו פַרְי בָטנִו בָחִטאֵתַ נִפַשו, וכְלְ זֶה מַמַה שיורְה שהשכְלְ 
גוזֶרְ שלְאֵ היה רְאֵוי שיספַיקִ כְופַרְ אֵלְ החִוטאֵ בָעֹדָ חִטאֵו, וכְלְ שכְן שאֵין רְאֵוי שיקִובָלְ החִוטאֵ בָתַשובָה בָדָבָרְים, 
כְמַו שהנִבָיאֵ אֵומַרְ קִחִו עֹמַכְם דָבָרְים ושובָו אֵלְ ה׳, אֵם לְאֵ עֹלְ צדָ החִסדָ האֵלְהי, ולְזֶה הזֶהירְ עֹלְיה מַאֵדָ ואֵמַרְ רְאֵה 

נִתַתַי לְפַנִיך היום וגו', ובָחִרְתַ בָחִיים לְמַעֹן תַחִיה וגו'. 
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incarnate.” That was his problem. This reason, that reason. It’s everybody’s 
fault except mine. Are you going to change or not? So this young man told 
me that he changed for six months. Then, after six months, he started telling 
me all the terrible things that “this one did to him and that one did to him.” 
His teshuva didn’t work. And he wanted to know why it didn’t work. After six 
months, he decided to stop changing, and started falling back to his old ways. 
The choke hold got tighter around him. Where did the problem lie? You know 
what the answer is? Yes, he did change, but not because he wanted to change. 
I told him, “If you wanted to change, you would have realized that being with 
Hashem is the only choice you had. You were not happy with the fact that you 
had to change. Yes, you made changes in your life, but you were not happy to 
make those changes; you were forced to make those changes. And when you 
were forced to make them, you never had a happy day. You were just paying 
the price, you were just waiting for Hashem to take off the choke hold. ‘Ok, ok, 
Hashem. I made these changes. Take away this makkah. Cure me. Let me go 
back to the way it was.’ And the proof is that when it didn’t change, you went 
back to your old ways! Why did you go back to your old ways? Do you have any 
safeik that this is the right path in life? Don’t you understand that your old 
way was the wrong way?” So the fellow told me, “But I wasn’t such a bad guy!” 
I told him, “I know you weren’t such a bad guy. You think that Pharoah didn’t 
do some good things in his life? Pharaoh was great pals with Yosef, he treated 
Yakov and the Shevatim nicely in the beginning, until he had a change of heart. 
 then he changed! He decided that he needed to add to the power - וַיָֹּקִָם מֶַלְֶךְ חִָדָָשִׁ
of the Egyptian economy by enslaving Jews. 

Every one of us is like this. When it says ַַוּתְַשִׁוּבָָה וּתְַפִַלֶָּה וּצְדָָקִָה מַַעֲַבִָירְִין אֵֶתַ רְֹע 
 it doesn’t mean that I am going to buy myself time right now by starting ,הַגְְּזֵֶרְָה
to give tzedakah. I need an “out of jail free” card. Rabbosai, you can’t buy 
yourself out of jail! You have to give tzedakah because it’s the right thing! 
It’s not your money. And even if nothing happens better in your life, you will 
still give tzedakah, because it’s the right thing to do. And you will constantly 
tweak your teshuvah, and tell yourself, “I didn’t do teshuvah shleimah.” Half 
teshuvah is not enough. That’s what a person has to realize. A person who 
believes in Hashem, writes Rav Yosef Albo, will say to himself, “I know that 
this is from You, Hashem, and I have to change, and I will accept that change!”

BE HAPPY WITH YOUR CHANGE EVEN IF YOU RETURN OUT 
OF FEAR 

Not long ago, someone who changed his life called me up. Baruch Hashem, 
I’ve seen many people change and have helped them walk through the path of 
change. But you see many people who resent it. There was once a woman I 
helped change, and Hashem took away a terrible gezeirah ra that was hanging 
over her head. She called me one time and said that she wanted to see me. She 
said that she wasn’t going to do it anymore. I asked her why. She said, “You 
have a grip and control over my life, and I am not letting you, Rabbi, control 
my life!” I told her that I don’t control her life. I just gave her directions to 
get through the maze. “No. You’ve hexed me. You’ve got the voodoo on me, 
and I am not doing it anymore,” she said. I told her, “Ok, say that you are 
taking a pause.” But she was adamant that she wasn’t stopping, “No, I won’t 
do it anymore.” I told her, “Now you are starting up with the Boss.” That night 
- boom! Hashem brought the hammer down! People make changes, but she 
resented the fact that she had to change.
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This man, who had changed his life because of something that Hashem 
had brought upon him, now told me, “I can’t tell you how much I appreciate 
these changes.” But then he added something that was so telling, and I said to 
Hashem, “Dos is teshuvah.” He came and told me, “I did it with such joy, I am 
so happy that I managed to change.” Unbelievable! 

There was once a man who “fell off the tracks,” and he fell off in a very bad 
way. He fell to great depths. Then a good friend of his was killed, and as they 
buried his friend, this person was shaken to the core, and he decided that he 
was going to change. He contacted me, and I asked him, “Do you really want to 
change, or you just want to put a bandage on? You want to just keep yourself 
out of the grave, or do you really want to change?” He said, “I want to change.” 
These were massive changes! The first thing I told him was, “You are going 
to have to break all contact with people who have negatively influenced you, 
all the ‘roaches,’ all the big ones and the little ones. You are going to have to 
get rid of your phone because you are a very popular and geshmake guy, and 
you’ve got to cut out all those contacts because that chevrah is a killer. The 
next thing you have to do is to change your clothing.” (He was really into his 
clothing. He prided himself on having good taste in clothing.) And he really 
did it; he made big changes. I was waiting for the push back from him, for him 
to say, “Oh, Rabbi - that I cannot really do.” I can’t tell you how many times 
I asked people, “Are you ready to change? Are you ready to be more tzanua?” 
“Well, it depends,” one lady told me. They always say this: “it depends.” I ask 
them, “Well, what does it depend on? Isn’t that what Hashem wants you to 
do?” But you know what the answer is? They really don’t want to do what 
Hashem wants them to do. They want to do the minimum because they are not 
doing it by choice. If so, then, it’s not teshuvah. It’s gorsnisht mit nisht.  

But this young man made the choice. He made amazing choices. To me, 
he’s an example of someone who did teshuva and Hashem saved him from all 
kinds of puraniyos. Hakodosh Boruch Hu saved him from all kinds of things. 
Unbelievable! And the hatzlachah and the brachah that he saw in his life! 
Not stam yeshuos! All because he chose to do teshuvah, even though he was 
 .he’s going to get sechar niflah for it ,(he did teshuvah out of fear) שבָ מַירְאֵה
And if he keeps doing it, then ַזֶדָונִותַ נִעֹשה לְו כְשגגות (his intentional sins will be 
considered as unintentional ones) - no question about it! I am sure that’s how 
it is by him! And if he does it at the right level, if he gets to the level of teshuvah 
me’ahavah, it will be even better! But it’s definitely ַנִעֹשה לְו כְשגגות. 

We have to apply this lesson to our lives. I don’t care what your excuses 
are, why it’s not for you, whether it’s this guy’s fault or that guy’s fault - you are 
not taking responsibility and you are not changing. Hashem says, “You want 
to change? Choose to change, and commit to change, and be happy with the 
change.” And even if you were שבָ מַירְאֵה, you did it out of fear, that change is 
going to be wonderful, and your reward from Hashem will be great! 2 cont’

כְי אֵחִרְ שהרְאֵה דָרְך קִלְותַו כְשאֵמַרְ כְי קִרְובָ אֵלְיך הדָבָרְ, אֵמַרְ רְאֵה נִתַתַי לְפַנִיך וגו׳, כְלְומַרְ אֵין לְך התַנִצלְותַ בָזֶה 
כְמַו שיש לְך עֹלְ שאֵרְ המַצותַ שלְרְבָויים ולְגודָלְ טרְחִם לְאֵ תַוכְלְ לְקִיימַם, שאֵין הדָבָרְ כְן בָזֶה שזֶו המַצוה קִלְה היאֵ 
מַאֵדָ, ואֵם תַעֹשה אֵותַה תַשיג החִיים והטובָ ואֵם תַתַרְשלְ מַמַנִה יגיעֹך המַותַ והרְעֹ, ועֹלְ כְן הזֶהרְ שלְאֵ תַזֶלְזֶלְ בָה, 
וכְו'.  ועֹלְ כְן רְאֵוי לְך שלְאֵ תַתַרְשלְ בָהשגתַו שהואֵ חִיים לְנִפַשך, וכְמַו שלְאֵ תַתַרְשלְ בָבָקִשתַ החִיים כְך אֵין רְאֵוי לְך 
שתַתַרְשלְ בָזֶה, וזֶהו שסמַך אֵלְ זֶה ובָחִרְתַ בָחִיים, ובָאֵרְ שהחִיים הלְלְו שיושגו בָמַצוה הזֶאֵתַ הם בָעֹצמַם התַכְלְיתַ 
המַושג מַצדָ התַורְה, וזֶהו אֵומַרְו לְאֵהבָה אֵתַ ה׳ אֵלְהיך לְשמַועֹ בָקִולְו ולְדָבָקִה בָו כְי הואֵ חִייך ואֵורְך ימַיך לְשבָתַ עֹלְ 
האֵדָמַה וגו׳, כְי הואֵ חִייך, רְוצה לְומַרְ בָעֹולְם הנִשמַותַ, ואֵורְך ימַיך בָעֹולְם הזֶה, שזֶהו לְשבָתַ עֹלְ האֵדָמַה, שעֹלְ ידָי 
האֵהבָה הזֶאֵתַ יושג הדָבָקִותַ בָשם יתַבָרְך והחִיים הנִצחִיים וההצלְחִותַ הגשמַיותַ. וכְלְ זֶה כְשהתַשובָה היאֵ מַאֵהבָה, 
אֵבָלְ כְשהתַשובָה היאֵ מַירְאֵה אֵף עֹלְ פַי שיקִובָלְ עֹלְיה שכְרְ, מַכְלְ מַקִום אֵינִה תַשובָה גמַורְה שיקִובָלְ עֹלְיה השכְרְ 
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הגדָולְ הזֶה, שכְך אֵמַרְו רְבָותַינִו זֶ״לְ בָמַסכְתַ יומַאֵ בָפַרְקִ יום הכְפַורְים אֵמַרְ רְיש לְקִיש גדָולְ בָעֹלְ תַשובָה שזֶדָונִותַ נִעֹשותַ 
לְו כְשגגותַ, שנִאֵמַרְ כְי כְשלְתַ בָעֹונִך, עֹון מַזֶידָ הואֵ וקִרְי לְיה מַכְשולְ, אֵינִי והאֵמַרְ רְיש לְקִיש גדָולְ בָעֹלְ תַשובָה שזֶדָונִותַ 
נִעֹשותַ לְו כְזֶכְיותַ, שנִאֵמַרְ ובָשובָ רְשעֹ מַרְשעֹתַו ועֹשה מַשפַט וצדָקִה עֹלְיהם חִיה יחִיה, לְאֵ קִשיאֵ כְאֵן מַאֵהבָה כְאֵן 
מַירְאֵה. ודָבָרְ זֶה צרְיך בָאֵורְ, מַהיכְן יצאֵ לְו לְרְיש לְקִיש שזֶדָונִותַ נִעֹשותַ לְו כְשגגותַ לְשבָ מַירְאֵה, ששורְתַ הדָין השבָ 
מַירְאֵתַ עֹונִש אֵין רְאֵוי שתַועֹילְ תַשובָתַו כְלְלְ, שהפַעֹלְ שעֹלְיו ישובָחִ האֵדָם אֵו יגונִה אֵו שעֹלְיו רְאֵוי לְקִבָלְ שכְרְ אֵו עֹונִש 
הואֵ הפַעֹלְ הבָחִירְיי שלְאֵ יתַעֹרְבָ בָו צדָ אֵונִס כְלְלְ, והשבָ מַירְאֵה אֵין זֶה פַעֹלְ בָחִירְיי גמַורְ, ולְמַה יקִובָלְ עֹלְיו שכְרְ כְלְלְ. 
ותַשובָתַ דָבָרְ זֶה הואֵ שהשבָ מַירְאֵה הואֵ עֹלְ שנִי פַנִים, יש שבָ מַירְאֵתַ העֹונִש המַוטלְ עֹלְיו, כְעֹבָדָ שהואֵ מַתַחִנִן לְפַנִי 
אֵדָונִיו בָעֹודָ שמַלְקִה אֵותַו, וכְשיקִלְ האֵדָון מַעֹלְיו שבָט אֵפַו ישובָ לְמַרְודָ בָו כְאֵשרְ בָתַחִלְה, כְמַו שהיה העֹנִין בָפַרְעֹה, 
שבָהיותַ המַכְה עֹלְיו היה אֵומַרְ ה׳ הצדָיקִ וגו׳, וכְשהיתַה הרְוחִה חִזֶרְ לְהכְבָידָ אֵתַ לְבָו כְבָתַחִלְה, וזֶה בָלְי ספַקִ היה מַורְה 
שהתַשובָה הרְאֵשונִה היתַה עֹלְ צדָ ההכְרְחִ מַאֵימַותַ מַותַ נִפַלְו עֹלְיו וגו׳ ושלְאֵ היה פַעֹלְ בָחִירְיי, ועֹלְ כְן אֵין רְאֵוי שתַחִשבָ 
לְו לְתַשובָה כְלְלְ. ויש מַי שהואֵ שבָ מַפַנִי פַחִדָ השם ועֹנִשיו ואֵף בָשעֹתַ הרְוחִה פַחִדָ אֵלְהים לְנִגדָ עֹינִיו והואֵ ירְאֵ וחִרְדָ 
מַאֵימַתַ יסורְיו, בָהיותַו מַאֵמַין שכְלְ הדָבָרְים בָאֵים מַהשם יתַבָרְך עֹלְ צדָ הגמַולְ והעֹונִש, ולְאֵ ייחִס הדָבָרְים אֵלְ הטבָעֹ 
והמַקִרְה כְמַו שעֹשה פַרְעֹה שבָסורְ המַכְה מַעֹלְיו היה חִוזֶרְ לְקִלְקִולְו הרְאֵשון, ואֵף אֵחִרְ מַכְתַ בָכְורְותַ כְשחִשבָ שישרְאֵלְ 
נִבָוכְים בָאֵרְץ תַלְה כְלְ האֵותַותַ והמַופַתַים שרְאֵה בָמַקִרְה, ועֹלְ כְן נִתַחִזֶקִ לְרְדָוף אֵחִרְי בָנִי ישרְאֵלְ, ונִתַאֵמַתַ שתַשובָתַו 
הרְאֵשונִה היתַה בָאֵונִס ומַחִמַתַ המַכְותַ ולְאֵ בָחִירְייתַ. ועֹלְ זֶה הדָרְך יתַפַרְש מַה שנִמַצאֵ בָכְתַובָ שהשם יתַבָרְך מַחִזֶקִ 
לְבָ הרְשעֹים אֵו מַקִשה עֹרְפַם ומַונִעֹ מַהם דָרְכְי התַשובָה, וזֶה שהרְשעֹ בָבָאֵ עֹלְיו המַכְה הואֵ מַתַחִסדָ ושבָ אֵלְ השם 
מַירְאֵתַ עֹונִש המַוטלְ עֹלְיו, כְמַו שאֵמַרְ פַרְעֹה חִטאֵתַי הפַעֹם ה׳ הצדָיקִ וגו׳, ובָעֹבָורְ שזֶה הפַעֹלְ דָומַה לְאֵונִס ואֵינִו בָחִירְיי, 
הנִה השם יתַבָרְך מַחִזֶקִ אֵתַ לְבָו כְשנִותַן לְו צדָ אֵו צדָדָין לְתַלְותַ בָהן המַכְה ולְומַרְ שבָאֵה בָמַקִרְה ולְאֵ עֹלְ צדָ ההשגחִה 
האֵלְהיתַ, וזֶה כְדָי שיסורְ מַלְבָו המַורְך שקִנִה מַחִמַתַ המַכְה וישאֵרְ עֹלְ טבָעֹו ובָחִירְתַו מַבָלְי מַכְרְיחִ, ואֵזֶ יבָחִן אֵם היתַה 
תַשובָתַו בָחִירְייתַ, ומַאֵשרְ בָחִירְתַ פַרְעֹה כְשסרְ מַעֹלְיו עֹולְ המַכְה היתַה לְרְעֹ, אֵמַרְ השם יתַבָרְך אֵנִי הכְבָדָתַי אֵתַ לְבָו, 
כְלְומַרְ כְשהסירְותַי מַלְבָו המַורְך שקִנִה מַחִמַתַ המַכְה, וישאֵרְ עֹלְ טבָעֹו ובָחִירְתַו, והואֵ לְרְועֹ בָחִירְתַו בָקִש עֹלְותַ ותַואֵנִותַ 

לְתַלְותַ בָהן עֹנִין המַכְותַ ולְומַרְ שהיו בָמַקִרְה, וכְו'. 

In Summary
The passuk tells us that Hashem hardened Pharaoh’s heart in order 

to carry out judgment against Pharaoh through the makkos. Pharaoh 
and the Mitzrim were deserving of punishment for having enslaved the 
Jewish people. Yet Hashem had to harden Pharaoh’s heart and not help 
him do teshuvah. If Pharaoh would have done a proper teshuvah, it 
would have protected him from punishment. Pharaoh didn’t do teshuvah 
- and he got what he deserved. We see that doing a meaningful teshuvah 
is a very powerful shield against punishments. But doing a full teshuvah 
can be challenging. For Klal Yisrael at the time of Yetzias Mitzrayim, 
leaving behind the avodah zarah was very difficult. And for some people 
nowadays, the commitment to real, everlasting change can be difficult. 
To tap into the cleansing qualities of teshuvah, however, the only way 
forward is to not make excuses or blame other people, but to take full 
responsibility for our aveiros and commit to change for the better. This 
week, I will (bli neder) select an area in my life in which I need to do 
teshuvah, such as having good friends, using a kosher phone, or being 
more tzanua and commit to making an everlasting, meaningful change 
for the better.
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